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T he Galleon 2016 serves as a 
record of  the year. It records the 
successes and achievements of  

our school. It reflects on outings and 
relationships. The photographs are of  
happy, smiling girls who are relishing 
the opportunities they have been 
afforded on many fronts.

How we view success is indicative of  
our relationship with life. Whether it be 
parent or child, teacher or pupil, team 
or individual, it’s about what we do and 
when we do it, it’s how we do it and our 
attitudes when we do it.  We have to 
connect not only with the opportunity 
but with those with whom we engage 
when afforded opportunities.  All of  
this will contribute to our happiness.

Acting Head’s Report
2016

Mahatma Gandhi defines happiness 
as ‘consistency between our values, 
thoughts and actions’”. This school 
magazine conveys happiness, and my 
prayer is that our values as a school 
will continue to underpin all we do to 
ensure ongoing happiness.  

Our thoughts have an impact on our 
actions. Therefore, what we think, not 
only of  ourselves, but also of  others, 
influences the roles that others play in 
our lives, and subsequently effects the 
difference that we can make in theirs.  
Our actions must always contribute 
positively to our world - all needs to  
be in synergy if  we are to experience 
true happiness.

Next year, Durban Girls’ College 
celebrates its 140th Birthday.   
What a privilege we have to be part 
of  the fabric that makes our school. 
We will remain forever indebted to 
the forward thinking founders of  this 
educational institution of  excellence.  
They understood the value of  educating 
young women, not only to uplift them, 
but to afford them their rightful place 
as contributors to the world at large.

Marianne Bailey

“Mahatma Gandhi 
defines happiness as 
consistency between 
our values, thoughts 
and actions.” 
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The Junior 
Primary
This  Ancient  Sanskrit  Poem  reminds  me  of   
our  Junior  Primary  girls  and  their  incredible  
work  ethic  and  their  ability  to  put  their  hearts,  
minds  and  souls  into  everything  they  do.

What  a  privilege  it  is  to  be  a  part  
of   the  Junior  Primary  Department  at  
DGC.  I  have  come  to  love  every  little  
girl  in  the  department,  supporting  
them  and  encouraging  them  to  
become  the  very  best  version  of   
themselves.  

Our  girls  live  in  the  present  and  
embrace  each  new  day  with  great  
gusto.  They  are  spontaneous  and  
live  life  to  the  fullest,  immersing  
themselves  in  every  aspect  of   our  
school  life.  So  many  memories  are  
made  in  these  early,  formative  years  
of   learning.    

As  our  young  girls  grow  and  learn,  
they  realise  that  the  impossible  can  
indeed,  be  possible.  Each  day  our  
girls  become  more  resilient,  more  
confident  and  their  understanding   
of   self   is  more  prevalent.  

My  hope  for  every  girl  is  that  the  
Junior  Primary  years  will  always  be  
a  memory  of   childhood  adventure,  
significant  people  and  places,  and  a  
time  where  simple  pleasures  brought  
many  smiles  and  friendship  was  
around  every  corner.    

Our  girls  are  educated  by  a  
dedicated,  enthusiastic  and  motivated  
staff  who  inspire  the  girls  to  reach  
their  full  potential.  Work  in  the  
classrooms  is  rich, real  and  relevant  
–  there  is  no  doubt  that  College  
girls  quickly  become  very  competent  
learners. Our  parents  play  a  vital  role  
in  their  daughters’  lives,  supporting,  
encouraging  and  showing  great  
interest.

The  Junior  Primary  is, indeed,   
a very special place!

Carol-Anne Conradie,
Head of Junior Primary

Look  well  to  this  day,  for  it  is  life
The  very  best  of  life;
In  its  brief  course  lie  all  the  realities and  truths  of  existence
The  joy  of  growth,
The  splendour  of  action,
The  glory  of  power.
For  yesterday  is  but  a  memory
And  tomorrow  is  only  a  vision
But  today,  if  well-lived,
Makes  every  yesterday  a  memory  of  happiness
And  every  tomorrow  a  vision  of  hope;
Look  well  therefore  to  this  day.
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2016 Report
Grade 00

“You’re off to great 
places, today is your 
day! Your mountain is 
waiting, so get on your 
way!” - Dr Seuss

It has been another year filled with 
fun in Grade 00. We have had a 
busy time playing, painting and 

learning. The little girls started their 
journey with excitement and smiles. 
Some of  our many events this year have 
included the Valentine’s Picnic, Easter 
Bonnet Parade, Makabongwe Party and 
our concert, “Chasing Rainbows”. 

The girls have grown tremendously, 
and I wish them all the best for Grade R 
next year! 

Jamie Du Plessis

Grade 00

Row 3: Georgia Wood, Phumelela Dyasi, Luthando Ndimande, Aphelele Sibeta, Jai’vani Pillay, Phumelele Mbhele
Row 2: Ziani Van Der Merwe, Mohini Naidoo, Miss Jamie Du Plessis, Frankie Horn, Miss Simone Rentzke, Scarlett Voss, Mackenzie Holmes

Row 1: Romana Gangat, Hope Mufamadi, Haseena Randeree, Charlotte Bohmke, Chyler De Wet, Peyton Otto 
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2016 Report
Grade R
We love to work and we love to 

play. We get to do both every 
day. Here at our wonderful 

school, we love you DGC.

Our families love us and so do our 
friends. Our teachers’ care for us never 
ends. Here at our wonderful school,  
we love you DGC.

We’re learning to fly, we’re spreading 
our wings. We’re growing up fast doing 
so many things. Here at our wonderful 
school, we love you DGC.

Les Deg and Angela Scruby

Grade R D

Row 3: Ella Edgley, Saheli Bhayroo, Alison Cruickshank, Zoie Sibeta, Holly Cadman, Anamika Rajcoomer
Row 2: Sonaria Sodalay, Hannah Essack, Miss Bezuidenhout,  Ella Wellbeloved, Mrs Deg, Chloe Pomakov, Khanyisa Bophela

Row 1: Dahlia Kajee, Zahra Abdulla, Hope Briscoe, Diya Gounder, Jemima Parry 

Grade R S

Row 3: Langley De Klerk, Zaria Moodley, Mackenzie Myatt, Farah Kariel, Emily Alder, Hanna Arbee
Row 2: Rheya Parag, Hannah Moosa, Miss Rozelle Bezuidenhout, Naledi Gabanakgosi, Mrs Angela Scruby, Alexis Otto, Kelsey Naicker

Row 1: Palesa Myataza, Emily Agar, Chevanthi Moonsamy, Sarah Uys, Ayakha Madikizela 
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Grade 00
& Grade R
2016 Production - “Chasing Rainbows”
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2016 Report

“A holistic education is so 
important to grow well-
grounded young women 
and our girls  
get exactly that.”

It is hard to believe that yet another 
year is complete. The Grade 1 girls 
of  2016 have enjoyed a wonderful 

first formal year of  their educational 
journey at College. The first day was 
a highlight – the girls arrived in their 
bottle green dresses and crisp, white 
new Panama hats! The moms and dads 
joined us for the Hat Ceremony – an 
important rite of  passage for the girls.  

The girls have loved learning to read 
and write, as well as spell big words, 
add, subtract, and problem-solving 
activities. They learnt to swim in relay 
teams and were placed into their sports 
house for their years at College. 

A holistic education is so important to 
grow well-grounded young women, and 
our girls get exactly that. We went on 
outings, fundraised for our outreach 
programme, invited our dads to school 
for a drumming workshop, picnicked 
with our mums, played hockey matches 
against other schools, joined our 
big sisters for a readathon morning, 

participated in an Olympics fun day, 
sang songs in our production, and who 
could forget our Interactive Day with 
the Clifton Boys! 

The Grade 1 girls have been a very 
special group, reflecting the values 
learnt through our DGC Cares 
programme and embracing each new 
opportunity with open arms. We are 
so proud of  the young girls they have 
become. We know they will enjoy the 
new challenge of  Grade 2 next year! 
  
Kate Collins and Paige Du Plessis 

Grade 1 C

Grade 1 D

Row 3: Mawande Mchunu, Gabriela Rimmon, Lia Primich, Darsha Munasur, Kaisara Pillay, Jasmina Gokal
Row 2: Ami Jansen van Rensburg, Zayyana Arbee, Mrs Kate Collins, Nikita Scruby, Miss Alison Wilson, Milla Ramkisoon, Gabriella Wood

Row 1: Saryana Kesaru-Anthony, Alexia Hitchings, Arya Parbhoo 

Row 3: Josephine Macduff, Dalia Lockhat, Gabriella Iweka, Lydia Pearson, Torey Adams, Fari’ah Vally
Row 2: Sage Bauer, Lilly Roberts, Miss Wilson, Vidya Gangaram, Mrs du Plessis, Jayani Proheea, Inge Jansen van Rensburg

Row 1: Demi Wyatt, Nhlalwenhle, Sameeha Jeewa, Manahill Shahid

Grade 1
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2016 Report
Grade 2

“It was heart-warming to note how the girls 
demonstrated a most mature ability to  
consider the diverse attitudes, beliefs  
and values of other faiths.”

The year began with 38 excited 
little girls ready for the 
challenges of  Grade 2. Our 

first term theme, ‘Heroes’, looked 
at everyday heroes, those who help 
our communities and keep us safe, 
superheroes, war heroes and people 
who have made a difference in history. 
We invited Clifton and  
St Henry’s Grade 2 children to join  
us for a morning of  brave team-
building exercises.   

We spent Term 2 researching and 
marvelling at the Ancient Olympics 
and Rio’s preparations for the 2016 
Olympics and Paralympics.  

In the third term our focus was on 
the grand master, Leonardo da Vinci 
and his brilliance. His inquiring 
mind encouraged us to become more 
observant of  the world around us and 
keep a journal and sketch book on hand. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to 
Greensleeves and Lady Anne was the 
most informative guide.

In the final term we highlighted 
interesting customs and festivals 
during our Celebrations theme. It was 
heart-warming to note how the girls 
demonstrated a most mature ability to 
consider the diverse attitudes, beliefs 
and values of  other faiths. 

Our families generously donated 
toiletries and winter woollies to the 

elderly residents at Mothwa Haven, 
our Grade 2 outreach recipient.  
At our end of  year visit to Mothwa,  
after our mini concert, the girls  
handed out mince pies to  
the residents.

It was with heavy hearts that we bid 
farewell to the Grade 2 Class of  2016. 
We send them to their new teachers 
with much love and know they  
will flourish.

Chantal Langley and Lesley Coull Grade 2 L

Row 3: Alexandra Vilcu, Keziah Nair, Lilla Fowlds, Tharanya Dhaver, Yazini Mkhize, Bibi Aisha Motala, Owethu Maphumulo, Luella Reardon
Row 2: Crystal Jones, Holly Thompson, Liyana Essack, Ms Cayleigh Phillips, Ayesha Bibi Ismail, Mrs Chantal Langley, Saanvi Ramdass,  

            Isabella Stephenson, Melissa Hulsen.
Row 1: Sophia Kidson, Diya Ramsewak, Aarya Bhatta, Mishara Naidoo

Grade 2 C

Row 3: Maryam Mall, Thandolwethu Khuzwayo, Melody Hall, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Bailey Bartlett, Shreya Subramoney,  
Divya Ramklass, Sienna Setzkorn

Row 2: Aahana Bhola, Rinaaz Gouse, Coco Cropper, Mrs Lesley Coull, Zaynah Mahomed, Ms Cayleigh Phillips, Aisha Ally,  
Gemma Ropertz, Leiah Essack

Row 1: Lily Corbett; Nicole Govender; Molly Littler; Siphe Myataza
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2016 Report
Grade 3
So we come to the end of  another 

eventful year in Grade 3, what a 
busy year it has been!

First Term kicked off with the choir 
singing at Entabeni Hospital on 
Valentine’s Day. Valentines still 
remains a mini-Christmas in our 
department and our girls continued to 
spread the cheer this year. Their little 
voices never fail to raise our spirits. The 
Gala was its usual colourful affair, and 
every child had an opportunity to show 
off her abilities.  

Second Term and Eduventures was its 
usual success. Moms cried more than 
their little girls! A few girls got to the 
top of  the climbing wall,  

I maintained my long standing rather 
stormy relationship with Tinkerbelle 
(the smallest horse in South Africa) and 
Mrs. Zondo danced…some more! We 
grew, bonded, walked miles and looked 
for bush babies in the trees at night.  
It was wonderful! Thank you, Grade 3!
  
The concert ‘Go For Gold’ was a 
resounding success and our girls  
made us tear-jerkingly proud!

Third Term with Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ 
Day, Grandparents’ Day, Sports Day…
we’re surprised we managed to survive 
the long division! But once again, your 
support and our sense of  humours 
prevailed! Hockey and netball gave the 

Grade 3 C

Row 3: Sarah Capazorio, Khadija Ismail, Isabella Fletcher, Milla Frederic, Nastasjia Reddy, Erin Moodley
Row 2: Rebekah Hompes, Anjali Ramdhani, Mrs L. Cruickshank, Casey Macleod-Henderson, Miss M.Reichling, Alaya Singh, Diya Naidoo

Row 1: Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Tahlia Kesaru-Anthony, Nandini Gangaram, Dharini Pillay, Aaliyah Asmall

Grade 3 Z

Row 3: Julia Butcher, Aryka Naidoo, Aaliyah Saloojee, Isobel Officer, Lara Mervis, Isobella Baitz, Keira Reddy, Ammarah Tar Mahomed
Row 2: Zahra Arbee, Sinqobile Bhengu, Marcelle Reichling, Khanyi Brauns, Mrs Thandi Zondo, Nilashri Naidoo, Zaveri Valjee

Row 1: Keren Curtis, Madison Freeman, Lucy Spence, Tyra Batohi 

Grade 3 B

Row 3: Raeesa Khan, Sophia Barbieri, Amber Curtis, Kayla Andrews, Charlotte Phipps, Skyla Klompas, Hiranya Pillay, Zaynah Jhetam
Row 2:  Rebecca Burns, Tatum Govender, Mrs. Belinda Brodie, Alexia Reddy, Miss M. Reichling, Annabel Hyatt, Olivia Verster 

Row 1: Aisha Essack, Sonali Sodalay, Raeya Ballim, Lamees Ismail

‘sporty types’ their chance to shine.
Fourth Term is supposed to be the quiet 
term! We sang carols and practised 
for the Nativity Play, completed our 
mosaics, baked, painted and prepared 
for the Awards Ceremony. 

The iPads have been fun (more so 
for some than others!!) and we’ve 
even done some writing, reading and 
‘rithmetic! But most of  the time, we’ve 
simply had FUN!

Thank you, Grade 3, for a wonderful 
year, and all the best for Grade 4!

Belinda Brodie, Thandi Zondo and 
Louisa Cruickshank
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Grade 1 - 3
2016 Production - “Go for Gold”
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Grade 2 & 3  Choir Marimba Band

Row 6: Sinqobile Bhengu, Isobella Baitz, Baily Barlett, Skyla Klompas, Lara Mervis, Isabella Fletcher, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Isobel Officer,  
Keira Reddy, Alexia Reddy

Row 5: Owethu Maphumulo, Nastasjia Reddy, Sarah Capazorio, Dharini Pillay, Nilashri Naidoo, Khanyi Brauns, Julia Butcher,  
Rebecca Burns, Amber Curtis

Row 4: Sienna Setzkorn, Thandolwethu Khuzwayo, Coco Cropper, Casey Macleod-Henderson, Sophia Barbieri, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith,  
Melody Hall, Keziah Nair, Lucy Spence 

Row 3: Tahlia Kesaru-Anthony, Zaveri Valjee, Zaynah Mohomed, Tyra Batohi, Aarya Bhatta, Erin Moodley, Nandini Gangaram,  
Madison Freeman, Saanvi Ramdass, Josie Phillips

Row 2: Aahana Bhola, Crystal Jones, Luella Reardon, Ms Sue Verster, Yazini Mkhize, Samantha Parle (Accompanist), Shreya Subramoney, 
Leiah Essack, Lily Corbett

Row 1: Holly Thompson, Rinaaz Gouse, Mishara Naidoo, Isabella Stephenson, Hiranya Pillay, Nicole Govender, Sophia Kidson,  
Gemma Ropertz, Melissa Hulsen, Molly Littler

Absent: Rebekah Hompas

Row 5: Josie Phillips, Erin Moodley, Tatum Govender, Nandini Gangaram, Sarah- Anne Pender-Smith, Casey Macleod-Henderson 
Row 4: Aarya Bhatta, Gemma Ropertz, Isabella Stephenson, Amber Curtis, Mrs Thandi Zondo, Lara Mervis, Lily Corbett, Siphe Myataza, Lilla Fowlds 

Row 3: Nilashri Naidoo, Raeesa Khan, Sienna Setzkorn, Keziah Nair, Hiranya Pillay, Anjali Ramdhani
Row 2: Melody Hall, Owethu Maphumulo, Divya Ramklass, Shreya Subramoney, Lucy Spence

Row 1: Khanyi Brauns, Bailey Bartlett, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Sophia Barbieri, Skyla Klompas, Isabella Fletcher
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Senior
Primary

Galileo Galilei once said, 
‘We cannot teach people 
anything; we can only help 

 them discover it within themselves’.  
If  I had to sum up the Senior Primary  
at College, it would be with those words. 

There’s a unique and intrinsic love  
for learning that emanates from girls  
in this phase; a natural curiosity  
about the world. Learning is so  
much more than a curriculum; it 
includes self-discovery, value systems, 
collaborative activities, reaching 
out beyond self, mindfulness, 
entrepreneurial pursuits,  
laughter, play…

Situated within the larger  
Durban Girls’ College framework,  
the Senior Primary seeks to foster  
an engender learning on all levels  
and is a life-long undertaking. 

Critical thinking and problem-solving 
are considered ‘every-day’ and are 
the expected norm. On this stretch of  
their Unique Educational Journey, girls 
take a step closer in developing their 
‘extraordinary’. Parents, teachers and 
girls together navigate the path.  
Walk this journey with us…

Lynne van Dellen
Head of  Senior Primary

“Learning is so much more than a 
curriculum; it includes self-discovery, 
value systems, collaborative activities, 
reaching out beyond self, mindfulness, 
entrepreneurial pursuits, laughter, play…”
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Poem - Prize Giving
Grade 4
I still remember my first day of  Grade 4 
Starting a new journey of  spreading    
our wings and beginning to soar.
We felt like tiny fish in a 
humongous ocean
Quickly learning to move in a fast  
pace motion. 

A timetable to follow, different teachers 
for each lesson
It seemed as though this could be 
a horror session! 
Testing our organisational  
and responsibility skills 
Was a new concept which gave  
us the chills. 

In Natural Science, Ms T taught us to 
make a plan, MAP
And to always use our thinking cap
Mathematics and puzzle maths  
really worked our brain
According to Mrs Charter, when work is 
tough you have something to gain. 

In art we got to be creative
Many artworks were drawn,  
coloured and painted.
In Social Science we did many 
interesting tasks
We learned so much about 
ancient history and the past.  

The Olympic theme in English 
was over so fast
The actual day proved to be  
such a blast!

Because our anthems were so fine
We thought you should hear a 
snippet just one last time. 

“O Canada!
Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.

Mexicanos, al grito de guerra 
El acero aprestad el bridon; 
retiemble en sus centros la tierra 
Al sonoro rugir del canon.

Let us live and strive for freedom,
In South Africa our land.”

Grade 4 C

Grade 4 T

Row 4: Bethel Mesele, Kate Wessels, Ntando Mhlongo, Nikiwe Magwaza, Roxanne Uys, Neo Gabanakgosi
Row 3: Mikha Maharaj, Emilia Beevor, Haseena Khan, Olwethu Mtshali

Row 2: Misbah Ismail, Isabella Mathysen, Sayana David, Ayesha Solwa, Kirsten Short, Avumile Sibisi
Row 1: Amelia Darby-Wade, Haniya Shahid, Netanya Dogan, Mrs Dale Charter, Sapna Singh, Noora Hassam, Johara Jeewa

Row 4: Siphiwokuhle Ngcobo, Inga Nxumalo, Iman Ally, Jia Patel, Rebecca Martin, Daniella Bruwer
Row 3: Adhya Dheyarm, Leah Droyman, Kimiera Jeewan, Ruhi Mudely

Row 2: Aaminah Vally, Danielle Bantjies, Payla Outar, Kadence Ribbink, Tyla Jones, Katelyn Dhevpal
Row 1: Tahlia Smith, Simran Pillay, Khanyanjalo Mkhwanazi, Ms Shirley Theron, Ruth Barkilign, Shriya Bhoora, Makayla Holmes

Shakaland was a truly remarkable 
experience
In our thatch rondavels we were  
exposed to human coexistence
Hesitantly, we tasted fresh Zulu beer
Performed Zulu dances and mastered  
how to throw a spear.

Dlinza Forest had plenty of  plant  
and animal species
From the tiny spiders spinning above 
our heads to the aerial walk through 
the trees.
At the picnic site, if  you were very still
One could hear the calls of  unique  
birds, including the ground hornbill.

Roman Day was one of  our highlights
A huge thank you must go to our  
wonderful parents.

We built our own catapults, 
using marshmallows to fight
We devoured delicious food until  
there was no more in sight! 

We have grown and matured  
throughout our Grade 4 year
As we think back on the moments,  
it is hard not to shed a tear.

This wonderful year has almost  
come to an end
We’ve had wonderful teachers  
and gained new friends. 

Thank you teachers, parents  
and friends for all the memories  
we have shared
We will always appreciate your 
continuous support, love and care. 
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Descriptive Writing 

Water, Wind and Waves

The Confusion of the Currents

All that Shimmers can Change

Grade 5
The surface of  the sea was as clear as a crystal.  
A light breeze danced about. The waves slid over the sand.

Suddenly, a black blanket of  swirling sea and sky bullied the 
sun and the bright sky. An enormous, brutal swell sneered 
at the little boat which was pummeled and tossed by the 
undefeatable power of  the waves. 

A deafening roar stopped everything. All was still and silent 
for a moment. The strong waves heaved onto the shore.  
One final, enormous roller lurched and a groan erupted  
from it. The roller crashed onto the seashore. The waves  
had finally admitted defeat.

The shimmering, sparkling, crystal-clear ocean had returned, 
sliding and lapping gently at the water’s edge.

Zahraa Ahmed

The sea can make you feel alive, scared. She can be friendly 
yet brutal, calm or roaring. At times, the sea is shy, with her 
waves lapping gently onto the shore, looking as clear as ever. 
You can spot every fish that swims past, and seaweed that 
floats gently by.

Sometimes the sea can be as angry as a raging bull, with its 
ears almost exploding with smoke. When the sea is angry, 
she rumbles, booms and roars, like there’s an enormous 
explosion, sucking away all the sunlight, making you feel  
like there’s none left in the world. When the sea is joyful,  
she dances like there was never a glum day in the world.  
Her waves shimmering beautifully in the sunlight, 
each and every one swishing onto the perfectly  
white sand of  the shore.

The sea, a mystery, a confusion, an uplifting experience and 
sometimes even a comfort. She can be filled with happiness, 
but at the same time anger, but no matter what, she has her 
own and different type of  beauty. You could say she’s like the 
thorn amongst the roses.

Kira Altshuler

I was calmly sitting on the beach, admiring the shimmering 
blue ocean playfully hitting the shoreline. A soft cool breeze 
came in from the ocean. I got up and walked to the water, 
enjoying the powdery white sand between my toes. I reached 
down to touch the water. Suddenly the sea opened its mouth 
and grabbed me in with one bite!

I didn’t know what to do. The brutal ocean, roaring, pulled 
me in. It tossed, turned and threw me around as if  I was a rag 
doll. I tried screaming for help but all that did, was put water 
in my mouth. The water was no longer shimmering blue.  
It was greyish black. It was restless. Just then a massive wave 
curled and crashed on my face. Realization dawned on me; 
how would anyone ever find me? I was afraid and helpless. 
Then a flicker of  hope. The sun peeped out from behind the 
clouds but the water started turning like a butter churn, 
foaming and frothing like a fanged wolf. It hadn’t ended.  
Just then I realized it was a HURRICANE and I had been in 
the eye of  it. Again the waves crashed against my extremely 
fragile body. I was lifted into the air.

Even though I remember all the trauma that I had been 
through, it will never keep me from going to that  
shimmering blue ocean. I have not yet been conquered!

Husna Randeree

The Ocean’s Anger 
Far out from the ocean’s surface there was a ship with  
a white, clear sail. She looked down through the crystal  
clear water to the powdery white sand below.   
As she surfed through the calm, turquoise water she  
suddenly was surrounded by a black blanket of  swirling  
sea and stormy sky.  The booming breakers battered  
the shore as the clouds nudged the sun away.

The water below became grey, dark and cold.   
A massive wave roared as the wind howled and ripped the 
sail.  The wave broke and looked like galloping white foam 
stallions.  The ocean was restless.  She started to fall as the 
waves crashed against her sides. Then a miracle happened. 
She found strength and lifted and pushed herself   
to the shore.

She lay on the shore for hours, as the brutal waves pounded 
over her.  As the sun peered over the horizon, the blue sea 
shimmered like a diamond and the water became calm and 
smooth once more.

Stella d’Avice
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The Wreck

The Talking Ocean

The Wonders of Nature

When she left, the sea was smooth and calm. Although there 
was a gentle breeze, a sense of  unease rippled through the 
crowd that had gathered to watch her leave. They knew that 
soon she would be surrounded by a blanket of  swirling sea 
and a dark stormy sky.

All of  a sudden, huge waves pounded the shore mercilessly. 
The sun disappeared and darkness descended upon the 
vast sea. She was pummeled and tossed by the brutal ocean. 
But she wasn’t about to throw in the towel just yet. She was 
trapped by the restless sea. Swirling white spray shot up into 
the air as she crashed against the rocks. She took one last 
breath before she was dragged down into the inky depths of  
the ocean.

Even in her watery grave, life surrounded her.

Anna Wesselink

It was early in the morning and I was getting ready to go on 
a cruise. Out of  my window I saw my boat and underneath 
it was the vivid blue water that glittered like a million 
diamonds. The waves curved and lapped against the boat.

As we boarded, the blue surface of  the sea sparkled like  
a rare jewel. We headed towards the island and as I looked  
at the ocean, the sea was crystal clear and smooth as silk.  
When we reached the island, the waves were lapping gently 
on the shore. The waves sent circles of  water dancing around 
the rocks. As we relaxed on the island, the sea shimmered 
blue while silver streaks of  light danced on the water.  
As I crept into the rock pool, I looked down through  
the crystal clear water to the powdery white sand below.
 
Sadly, it was time to head back home. I watched as the  
waves rippled on the sand behind. It was the most beautiful 
and breathtaking cruise of  my life. It was like a postcard  
of  paradise.

Sarah Jeewa

As she walked along the beach, early in the morning, the 
sunrise blushed deep red as if  it knew it was being admired.

She looked out to sea, watching the waves of  sapphire calmly 
lap on the shore, shimmering in the sunlight, now and then 
covering the sand like a carpet of  pure radiance. The clouds, 
ashen white, moved leisurely in the bright, sensational 
sunrise. Golden streaks of  light danced across the water and 
a warm gentle breeze filled the air. Sleek dolphins leaped 
joyfully out of  the crystal clear water. A smoothly painted 
brown and white, miniature boat sailed gradually into the 
harbour. The flaxen colour of  the sun shone on everything 
making it look a beautiful contrast of  gold, red and orange.

She sat down on the soft, golden sand and gazed out  
at the ocean, admiring the breath-taking surroundings.  
She was awestruck by the wonders of  nature.

Zoë Pearson

Grade 5 D

Grade 5 T

Row 4: Georgie Stephenson, Jaime Cockcroft, Rubeka Ahmed, Gabriella Benjamin, Madison Waller, Zoë Pearson
Row 3: Georgi Denny, Lisa Janse van Rensburg, Megan Ambrose-Pillay, Anna Wesselink, Oyama Rabelemane, Antonia Beevor

Row 2: Ruby Puterman, Keira Williams, Yasti Subramoney, Hunter Cooper, Jessica Ramini, Sarah Jeewa
Row 1: Jordan Hancock, Chanel de Jager, Emma Thornton, Mrs. Mercia De Welzen, Inam Hassan, Zareen Ahmed, Scarlett Lange

Row 4: Lutfiya Khan, Thanti Dwane, Marlise Pretorius, Aaliya Motala
Row 3: Kira Altshuler, Thando Mpanza, Ameerah Akoob, Miss Ripley Jones, Mrs Noreen Tweddell, Stella d’Avice, Zahraa Ahmed, Yusraa Moolla

Row 2: Ntokozo Khoza, Fatimah Ahmed, Zoë Grindrod, Milhan Maharaj, Arya Mehta, Milla di Paolo
Row 1: Courtney Bell, Husna Randeree, Louisa Hancock, Fatima-Zahra Amod, Genevieve Garreau, Tachiana Naicker, Alexandra Francois
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Creative Writing
Grade 6
When you are a child
Fear ambushes your heart
Eats your happiness
And burps out hatred

Rumaysa Wahab

My Special Place

I long to go to my special place.  I long to go there and lose 
myself  to a different world; a world of  fantasy, where there 
is good and evil, heroes and villains, where the knights in 
shining armour rescue damsels in distress, where witches  
and wizards duel with magic.

I am welcomed into this fantasy world.  I am sucked in and 
become part of  it.  The real world becomes distant, far away.  
It is no longer there.  I am no longer me.  I am someone.   
I am a princess, a warrior or even just a normal person.   
But sometimes my fantasy world isn’t so far from the  
real world, riddled with discrimination, slavery and war.  
It doesn’t matter though.  We all need to learn about the 
horrors that happened long ago and are still happening.   
My mother calls me, but I cannot leave.  Maybe I just don’t 
want to, but I have to.

I long to go to my special place.  I long to go there and lose 
myself  to a different world, to lose myself  in a book,  
but I have to wait.  The wait feels like eternity.

 Tamara Sweetman

The Songs of My One-time Self

One little barefoot at a time
taking a step onto the warm, white . . . snow
                 WARM SNOW?
wait, wait, wait . . . it’s called SAND!
       Mauritius, with its beyond sky blue waves
huusssshh . . . sshh . . . huusssshh  

Fruit
sweet fruit scents
perfume the air
mmmmm
it’s light. It’s silky and sweet
What a treat
Lays me back down again
“Bye bye,” I say
BUT Mr Scent had run away

Clip, clip, clip
What’s that?
moving little orange crabs
as if  they were fireballs
running across the warm snow – I mean SAND
aaaaaaaah, I say
as the little fireballs run away

 Sofi Wilson

When you are a child
Fear flutters in your belly
And blows out the light

Alyssia Mathysen

Anger steals your mind
Takes away your breath
The hole in your heart is fresh 

Charlotte Nicolson

Starry, Starry Night

Unperturbed and tranquil, serene 
and starry, the night was invigorated 
with the stars winking at me with 
impishness dancing in their eyes, and 
the wind ruffling my hair exuberantly. 
The air had a sense of  safety with 
the stars guarding me like a sentinel, 
protecting me from any harm.

As I lay down on the luxuriously soft 
grass, I smelt crispness and freshly 
mown grass. Then slowly I felt my 
body relax and heard the rustle of  the 
leaves as the wind jested with them, as 
if  they were balls in a game of  catch. I 
felt myself  drifting off into my dreams 
when I noticed the pictures in the stars.  
There were cats and castles, birds and 
butterflies, flowers and fairies. I was 
lost in the world of  the stars.

Soon I fell asleep with the stars 
wrapping their arms around me.  
I was snug and comfortable in the 
hands of  these twinkling balls of  light.

Hannah Hansa

Starry, Starry Night

The night, in the Midlands, was young. The moon 
rose full and proud, surrounded by a multitude of  
twinkling stars. As I lay on my plush, soft blanket, 
gazing up at the sky of  silver stars, a gentle breeze 
kissed my face. The reflection of  the dancing 
moon on the still dam, surrounded by a glittering 
reflection of  stars was beautiful.

I lay captivated by their spectacular performance. 
I was drawn to look closer, each shining uniquely 
with its own seductive twinkle, to the music of   
the night. Cricket’s sang, frogs croaked, and a 
patter of  buck’s hooves could be heard through 
the swaying trees. I lay still, overcome with peace, 
happiness and calm.

A leaf  floated slowly, gently down from the nearby 
tree, tickling my nose on its way to land softly next 
to me. The stars continued to lure me with their 
beauty, comforting me as I slowly drifted off to  
a deep, peaceful sleep.

Hannah-Rose Massey-Hicks

My Special Place

On the path to my special place, tall tufts of   
grass tickle my feet as the roses let off their 
fragrant scent. The breeze begins to play with 
my hair, twisting and turning. I reach the giant, 
towering figure of  my fig tree and soundlessly 
tiptoe towards my cosy corner. 

Among the roots, speckled sunlight dances  
across my feet. The leaves move to and fro, 
swaying in the almost unnoticeable breeze,  
calmly hanging on to their branches. The shadows 
dance across a dancefloor made of  grass as the sun 
unhurriedly begins its descent, making the sky 
blush a rosy tone. 

I lie a bit longer until all I can see are the stars  
that are coming out to play, and then,  
I know I have to leave my special place.

Shannon Blades

Starry, Starry Night

‘Twas a cool winter’s night with not a 
cloud to be seen, and not a human to 
be heard. I sat on the step of  my patio, 
gazing into a sea of  stars, while the 
breeze tickled my back and the moon 
glistened in the night sky. 

I slowly got up and lay down on the 
dew wet grass. All was calm and all 
was quiet.  Faintly, the sound of  water, 
flowing in a stream nearby, could 
be heard. Sunflowers were sleeping 
with their heads down. I shut my 
eyes and slowly dozed off, only to be 
awoken as the thunder grumbled and 
the lightning struck. My heart was 
pounding inside my chest as if  I had 
just run a marathon. I opened my eyes. 
I was soaked with water. There were no 
more stars, just clouds instead. They 
swirled in a violent haze, as the rain 
gushed down on me.

I had never known the beauty of  star 
gazing until then. I ran back inside 
to the warmth of  the fire that was 
burning.  To my amazement it was 
twelve thirty and way passed my 
bedtime.

 Amy Sang
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The Songs of My One-Time Self

The joy of  getting out of  the  
yellow taxi 
Squeezing my mother’s hand     
Excitement crawling up my back
I step into the park filled with  
the screeches of  children 
I let go of  my mother’s hand  
and run to the jungle gym 
Up I get onto the jungle gym 
Energy surging through my legs
As I see my favourite part of   
the park
The monkey bars
One bar at a time 
Before I know it 
One drop of  water splashes  
on my face 
Then my mother calls my name 
I run to her 
Squeeze her hand 
Take a glimpse at the sky 
Black clouds invading the blue
Back in the yellow taxi again.

Amal Vaid 

When I was a child

Saw lone stars at night 
and wondered why I could not, 
shine and glow that bright.   

Johara Abdool-Samad

Wild Sea

The wild sea opens! 
Sucks me into its chamber
Spits me out again

Alexandra Naidoo

Sunshine 

Her gold, fearless light
and her rippling reflection
I love the sunshine

Sarah Sparks

Grade 6 J

Grade 6 MGrade 6 B

Row 4: Jessika Jiran, Luzé Vermaak, Nandi Magwaza, Monay Mouton
Row 3: Thayuri Naidoo, Kelly Lewis, Elizabeth Modola, Hannah-Rose Massey-Hicks, Danni Wiseman

Row 2: Erin Donjeany, Hannah Hansa, Madison Bell, Amy Sang, Philasande Mkize, Aanya Bhola
Row 1: Faathima Solwa, Ariella Baitz, Pia Mehta, Ms Estelle Jordaan, Jenna Hampson, Sophie Bresler, Gemma Botha

Row 3: Sameeha Siddique, Sienna Campese, Prerna Narsai, Nomcebo Ngcobo, Sabrina Fivaz, Yasmin Perumal, Johara Abdool-Samad,  
Sarah Sparks

Row 2: Tazkia Abram, Annabelle Ireland, Shannon Blades, Alexandra Parry, Katia Economou, Ralitsa Yumba
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Grade 7
Creative Writing Grade 7 B

Creative Writing Grade 7 C

Dear Kitty

Jews.
Us.
We are the victims.
Hated by all the Germans.
All around innocent people
being murdered and tortured
all because the young
have been influenced by the wrong.
A yellow star sewn onto our skin
marking us as outsiders.
Different and unwanted.

In the distant night,
a fire burns.
Burning everything we’ve learnt from.
Normal people who have been taught a 
terrible way.
Too scared to speak against the 
perpetrator.
Hitler.

Oh Kitty,
Why are these people making awful 
mistakes?
I wish they would learn and change.
And make fair choices.
To end this dreadful life-eating war.

I’m feeling mentally and physically 
alone.
Doing nothing.
Being silent.
Escape seems impossible.
Everything does,
except death.

Jamie Rowe

Scorcher

The scorching sun leered from above, 
casing the sand in its intensified  
white heat.
The shovels crashed into the sand,  
all serving their owners,
and clashing with the specks of  sand, 
swirling through the air.
The blisters on my hand burned; 
breaking and bleeding,
my jumpsuit hanging off my shoulders 
like sticky caramel.
My shovel weighed me down,  
like the sky collapsing down onto me.
I could almost feel my sanity leaving 
me, the bleakness of  my time here at its 
strongest.
Hauling my shovel up, I glanced at the 
others,
all rubbing their sweaty,  
glistening brows.
This torture would never end  
at this deathly prison.

Niwedita Bhata

My struggle

There is a vile smell in the air
I have a coppery taste in my mouth
my ears are ringing
salt water wells in my eyes.

My legs can’t hold me any longer,
I’ve been fighting for hours
my heart is shattered
my spirits are broken.

Blood has baptised the battlefield
bodies are scattered like dead flies
a scar of  bright light hangs in the 
cauldron-black sky
the war is over!

Layyah Timol 

The Love of Power

The streets I once played in are now 
blazing with blinding flames of  
crimson, red and golden yellow

Streets full of  shattered glass
my mind is full of  fury
as I watch the Gestapo angrily
rupture and fracture Jewish shops 
all because of
greed
all because of  wanting 
power
it’s sickening!

The sky is a pitch black monster
it looks like it has swallowed the sun 
and we will
never
see a ray of  light again

One question plays on my mind  
and it’s slowly driving me insane 
“What makes me, a German,  
superior to a Jew?”
Appearance? Hair colour?  
Eye colour?
These are all skin deep qualities, 
If  you try and list differences  
on the inside 
you can’t!

Our world will only know peace 
when the power of  love is greater
than the love of  power.

Naila Essack

Man at War

I stood there
my back against the blazing sun,
scattered among the ruins  
of  everything
An ancient yard of  misery. 

What was once a building,
is now rubble.
What was once hope,
is now non-existent.
Noises of  gunfire pierce  
my eardrums,
destroying and killing lives.

Troops are flooding the battlefield
awaiting the hated opponent.
The nauseating odour of  blood lingers 
through the air,
the city is baptised in red.
We are at war!

Zuhairaa Ally

Depression

Depression is grey.
It tastes bland
and it smells like a thick  
cloud of  smoke 
in which you can  
barely breathe.
Depression looks like  
the whole world 
is grey, with no joy.
It sounds like all the  
judgement and harsh
words everyone has said to you.
It feels like a thousand  
knives stabbing
at your heart and all that is 
good in the world has vanished.
It feels like no one in the  
world cares about you
and you don’t even  
care anymore.

Aimeé Ash

Heil Hitler

An incredible man,
A powerful personality.
Heil Hitler.

Our saviour,
Our hero.
Heil Hitler.

He grants us endless promises,
He will make Germany’s  
problems disappear!
Heil Hitler.

Our guiding hand.
The light at the end  
of  the tunnel.
Heil Hitler.

Josephine Zietkiewicz

War

Tear and fear,
Panic and pain,
Shrapnel and shame,
That is War

Captive and then captured,
Maiming and then shaming,
Breathing and then seething,
That is War

Weeping and wailing,
Clutching and clasping,
Dealing and wheeling,
That is War

Hoping and then coping,
Mourning and then scorning,
Violence and then silence,
That is War

Laila Haniff
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Seeking Refuge

The war has changed my life, deprived 
me of  my home and my family,
Left me all alone.
I seek refuge in other countries,  
but I am quickly turned away.
I wonder aimlessly, like a sheep I follow 
the flock from one refugee camp to 
another.

Food is scare.
My stomach is filled with a  
constant emptiness.
The hunger makes my mind weary, my 
body weak.
My vision becomes blurred as the world 
crumbles around me.
Massive bombs hurtle towards the 
ground, obliterating everything in their 
path, Turning buildings into ashes,  
lives into deaths.
Jews being executed daily, but the 
genocide doesn’t seem to be coming  
to an end.

The war is at its peak, but yet,  
I travel further.
I don’t know how long I can keep going, 
each step is a painful struggle.
Death is waiting patiently for me,  
all hope is slowly fading, but I must 
carry on because every step takes me 
closer to the war’s end.

Melissa Githinji

My Journey

I have a dream that we will be saved,
The train taking us from the war zone
Will free us from our enemy

I have a dream we will survive
To tell the world what is happening,
to innocent people caught in  
this unfortunate situation

During the long sleepless nights,  
I think of  all I’ve lost
My family, my country,
Safe now, but so alone

But what about my mother?
When will I see her again?
I dream, one day we will  
be reunited

The fear, the heartache  
and separation,
Will be healed by our meeting again.

I know that my mother’s dream was to 
ensure that her children were safe
She couldn’t have shown any  
greater love
And she achieved her ultimate dream

Mother, you gave us life
And your dream saved our  
lives once again.

Saabira Amod

The Perpetrator

In frightening silence, hiding in wait.
Hoping to strike, deciding our fate.
Wearing your patience,  
and self-control.
These overwhelming thoughts  
have taken their toll.
Gassing each chamber,  
draining red crimson.
Heart beating fast, shaking so hard.
Nothing can stop it,  
no way to discard.
Feeling lightheaded,  
stumbling around.
Landing upon the cold  
concrete ground.
Takes a last breath,  
time’s running thin.
Life pours out from the  
veins from within.
Lying and wondering when  
death will grab hold.
With evil, dark hands  
and a piercing cold.

Kiara Jeewan

Creative Writing Grade 7 S

Propaganda

Imagine hearing something so often,
You actually believe it’s true.
Call it what you want.
Brainwashing,
Influence
or even 
Psychological warfare.
But I only know one word for it,
PROPAGANDA.
It consumes you in what is like a warm 
hug.
Making you believe that something 
good will happen.
But once it spits you out and reveals its 
true self,
There’s no going back to stop it.
It is like Pinocchio.
It lies to you,
But its nose doesn’t grow.
So what it says must be true.

Rebecca Winter

An empty playground after break

Echoes of  children’s laughter left 
behind.  Swings creaking, like old 
tattered rocking chairs, blowing in 
the wind.  The tree’s shadow, alone, 
exposed, as it stands on its own 
having no one to swallow up and hold 
hostage from the sunshine.  Memories 
imprinted as footprints scattered on the 
cold, parched sand.  The grass shakes 
from the chill in the air; the wind gives 
no mercy.  The desolate playground 
slumbers in sadness, waiting to awaken 
to the rise of  the infants’ joy. 

Rhea Ramlal

The Colour of Me

As the sun rises, happiness fills me.  
Suddenly I am bouncing on my head.  
I’m as energetic as a cheetah racing 
to catch its prey.  I am like a yellow 
sunflower blooming in an open field, 
with its petals stretched at their widest.  
I am as sweet as a ripe yellow mango, 
hard on the outside, but soft and 
slushy on the inside.   I am like the sun, 
shining my rays over everyone, lifting 
their spirits.  The colour of  me is yellow.

Talia Schneiderman

Out on the Barren Land

Out on the Barren Land
The scorching sun
Suffocates me
With its intense heat.
I can feel the beads of  sweat,
Trickling down my face.
Slowly, I raise my shovel
And stab it into the dehydrated ground.
I try again,
This time with more strength and 
confidence.
My hands are swollen and raw
Bright, red blisters begin to form.

My throat is parched,
Desperate for refreshing water.
The hole mocks me, refusing to grow.
The hole is like a never-ending 
Nightmare.
Each time I dig, 
It becomes more difficult to
Penetrate through the shifty, sandy 
surface.

I’m close to finishing this hole of  
torture.
About to finish,
I push my shovel into the coarse sand.
I dig up the remaining dirt.
It’s finished.
I turn and spit.

Yusra Lombard
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Grade 7 B
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Grade 7 C
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Row 2: Mishara Naidoo, Ayaka Poswa, Jenna Pearson, Jaimee Savic, Esihle Zondo, Aimeé Ash

Row 1: Kira Ribbink, Stella Oglesby, Sisanda Mabusela, Mrs Beverley Campbell, Kelly Forde, Kiara Jeewan, Laila Haniff 

Grade 7 S

Row 3: Alyssa De Freitas, Georgia Schaefer, Tasmin Hastings, Mia Paton, Chloe Waller, Rhea Ramlal, Rebecca Winter, Georgia Bruwer
Row 2: Diyajal Baboolal, Lara-Leigh Jones, Yusra Lombard, Sophie Rebeck, Ciarla Scheepers, Aaryana Singh

Row 1: Talia Schneiderman, Claire Vryenhoek, Jordan Francois, Miss Kathryn Smith, Kasmir Pillay, Leah Kiratu, Jade Reddy
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Prize 
Giving
Grade 4

Merit Certificate for  
Academic Achievement:

Zaara Francis, Misbah Ismail,  
Haseena Khan, Mikha Maharaj, 
Rebecca Martin, Bethel Mesele,  
Khanya Mkhwanazi, Jia Patel,  
Sapna Singh, Ayesha Solwa and 
Aaminah Vally

Achievement Certificates:
Perseverance: Adhya Dheyaram, 
Tyla Jones, Kirsten Short and 
Avumile Sibisi

Courtesy and Consideration: 
Mikha Maharaj 4C and  
Leah Droyman 4T

Special Prizes:

Jennifer Gaul Shield for Dedicated Service  
to the Orchestra: Kiara Jeewan

The Bach Bust for Excellence in Music:
Tasmin Hastings

Jennings Trophy for Perseverance:
Jessica McCarthy and Holly Piper

Bernice Gerber Trophy for English:
Jenna Pearson

Excellence in English:
Zuhairaa Ally, Saabira Amod,   
Niwedita Bhatta, Melissa Githinji, 
Jamie Rowe and Chloe Waller

Lia Edkins Trophy for English
Non-mother tongue: Upanwita Nath

Noreen Tweddell Trophy for Spoken English:
Yumna Mahomedy, Jenna Pearson  
and Chloe Waller

Dianne Stewart Trophy for Creative Writing:
Niwedita Bhatta and Jenna Pearson

Outstanding Contribution to Debating:
Chloe Waller

Sue Martens Prize for Afrikaans:
Jamie Rowe

Excellence in Afrikaans:
Zuhairaa Ally, Naila Essack and  
Jenna Pearson

Estelle Jordaan Trophy for  
Creative Writing in Afrikaans:
Yusra Lombard

IsiZulu Trophy: Esihle Zondo

Excellence in IsiZulu: Melissa Githinji

Jiara Rama Trophy for  
Zulu Non-mother tongue: 
Tasmin Hastings

Gwen Williams Mathematics Trophy  
and Prize: Jenna Pearson

Excellence in Mathematics:
Saabira Amod, Niwedita Bhatta, 
Rosalie Brouckaert,  Melissa Githinji, 
Kiara Jeewan, Mishara Naidoo, 
Upanwita Nath, Jamie Rowe,  
Claire Vryenhoek and Chloe Waller

Van Wyk Trophy and Prize for  
Natural Sciences: Mishara Naidoo

Excellence in Natural Sciences:
Saabira Amod, Rosalie Brouckaert, 
Melissa Githinji, Tasmin Hastings, 
Kiara Jeewan, Upanwita Nath,  
Jenna Pearson, Jamie Rowe,  
Chloe Waller and Rebecca Winter

Taryn du Plessis Trophy for Social Sciences:
Jenna Pearson

Excellence in Social Sciences:
Saabira Amod, Rosalie Brouckaert, 
Melissa Githinji, Kiara Jeewan,  
Jamie Rowe and Chloe Waller

The Economic and Management  
Sciences Prize: Jamie Rowe

Excellence in Economic and 
Management Sciences: Zuhairaa Ally, 
Aimeé Ash, Melissa Githinji,  
Kiara Jeewan, Jenna Pearson,  
Layyah Timol, Josephine Zietkiewicz 
and Chloe Waller

Sandy Wingfield Visual Arts Trophy  
and Prize: Holly Piper

Grade 5

Merit Certificate for  
Academic Achievement:

Fatimah Ahmed, Zahraa Ahmed,  
Kira Altshuler, Zoë Grindrod,  
Jordan Hancock, Louisa Hancock, 
Lutfiyah Khan, Tachiana Naicker,  
Zoë Pearson, Husna Randeree, 
Georgina Stephenson, Anna Wesselink 
and Yasti Subramoney

Achievement Certificates:
Consistent Good Work: Courtney Bell, 
Chanél De Jager, Alexandra Francois, 
Keira Williams and  
Lisa Janse Van Rensburg 

Courtesy and Consideration: Kira 
Altshuler 5T and  
Georgina Stephenson 5D

Grade 6

Merit Certificate for  
Academic Achievement:

Johara Abdool-Samad, Tazkia Abram, 
Shannon Blades, Sabrina Fivaz, 
Hannah Hansa, Sonali Naidoo, 
Sameeha Siddique, Sarah Sparks, 
Faathima Solwa, Tamara Sweetman 
and Danni Wiseman

Achievement Certificates:
Consistent Good Work: Nabeela Abdool, 
Caylee Adams, Amy Sang, Clea Turner 
and Rumaysa Wahab

Commitment and Progress: Erin Donjeany 
and Hannah-Rose Massey-Hicks

Diligence and Positive Attitude:
Jessika Jiran and Serena Ramdhani

A very special award for someone who has 
shown both diligence and positive attitude, 
and perseverance and effort: 
Annabelle Ireland

Courtesy and Consideration:  
Julia Cropper 6B, Nandi Magwaza 6J 
and Katia Economou 6M

Grade 7

Merit Certificate for  
Academic Achievement:

Zuhairaa Ally, Saabira Amod, Niwedita 
Bhatta, Melissa Githinji, Kiara Jeewan, 
Mishara Naidoo, Upanwita Nath,  
Jenna Pearson, Jamie Rowe,  
Chloe Waller and Rebecca Winter

Achievement Certificates:

Consistent Good Work:  
Rosalie Brouckaert, Naila Essack, 
Tasmin Hastings, Leah Kiratu,  
Yumna Mahomedy, Sophie Rebeck, 
Georgia Schaefer, Layyah Timol,   
Claire Vryenhoek, and  
Josephine Zietkiewicz

Diligence and Positive Attitude: 
Laila Haniff, Mikhaela Odayan 
and Jenna Power-Wilson

Perseverance and Effort:
Jamie Anderson, Jordan Francois, 
Jaishree Jaiswal, Mia Paton,  
Rhea Ramlal and  
Henriette Winkelmann

Courtesy and Consideration:  
Zamanguni Mnguni 7B, Mishara  
Naidoo 7C and Rebecca Winter 7S

Brenda Dey-van Heerden Trophy for Drama:
Rosalie Brouckaert and  
Georgia Schaefer 

Noreen Tweddell Trophy for Best Drama 
Performance in the Grade 7 Production,  
‘The Tale of Three Towns’: 
Ayaka Poswa and Talia Schneideman

Certificates for Outstanding  
Performances in the Grade 7 Production,  
‘The Tale of Three Towns’: Zuhairaa Ally, 
Tao Ellender, Naila Essack,  
Sisanda Mabusela, Rhea Ramlal,  
Chloe Waller, Rebecca Winter and  
Josephine Zietkiewicz
Pentecost Award for All-Round  
Involvement in the Junior School:
Melissa Githinji and Chloe Waller

Heather Cross Trophy and Robin Coller 
Award for Good Fellowship:
Saabira Amod

Glenda Macleod Trophy for Personal Growth 
and Concern for Others: 
Josephine Zietkiewicz

Latimer Trophy for Courtesy and 
Consideration: Rebecca Winter

Barbara Reeves Trophy for Runner  
up to Dux: Jamie Rowe

Lana Lapinsky Prize for Dux of the  
Junior School, Staff Trophy for Dux and 
Board of Governors’ Scholarship for  
Dux of the Junior School: Jenna Pearson
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Grade 8
Scholarships

Ken Mackenzie Music Scholarship:
Niwedita Bhatta, Julia Burnett, 
Tasmin Hastings and Luca Tarboton

Goss Boarding Scholarship:
Alicia Chigwaja, Georgina Church, 

DGC Boarding Scholarship:
Courtney De Matteis and  
Keylah Groenewald

Frank Reynolds Scholarship:
Keara Dunford and Isabella Hagemann

IP Mason Scholarship:
Amanda Holmes,

Walter Greenacre Scholarship:
Dhiya Maharaj

Margaret Christison Scholarship:
Kylie Misdorp

CE James Scholarship:
Jenna Pearson

Gladys Niven Scholarship:
Mila Rezac

E Middleton Scholarship:
Kira Ribbink

W F Churchill Scholarship:
Olivia Shabbart

Madge Greenacre Scholarship:
Jodie Smart

Edna Burford Scholarship:
Margot van Rooyen

George Carter Scholarship:
Chloe Waller

Heather Cross Memorial Bursary:
Erin Watson
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Library &
Computers

Computer Monitresses Library Monitresses

Row 2: Rosalie Brouckaert, Lara-Leigh Jones, Claire Vryenhoek, Niwedita Bhatta
Row 1: Josephine Zietkiewicz, Sophie Rebeck, Mrs Sally Goldman, Jamie Rowe, Jaishree Jaiswal

Row 2: Melissa Githinji, Georgia Schaefer, Georgia Bruwer, Holly Piper
Row 1: Jenna Pearson, Tasmin Hastings, Mrs Angela White, Chloe Waller, Saabira Amod
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Debating

Debating Team

Row 3: Alexandra Parry, Sophie Bresler, Pia Mehta, Nomcebo Ngcobo, Sabrina Fivas, Prerna Narsai
Row 2: Arya Baboolal, Kathleen Jarvis, Katia Economou, Sarah Sparks, Ella Macpherson, Kimayar Naidoo

Row 1: Kasmir Pillay, Jaishree Jaiswal, Mia Paton, Mrs Julie Bresler, Chloe Waller, Jamie Anderson, Rebecca Darby-Wade

Music 
Groups

Orchestra

Row 4: Jenna Pearson, Nikiwe Magwaza, Nomcebo Ngcobo, Prerna Narsai, Serena Ramdhani, Thanti Dwane, Zoë Grindrod
Row 3: Ntokozo Khoza, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Sonali Naidoo, Katia Economou, Madison Bell, Arya Baboolal

Row 2: Melissa Githinji, Niwedita Bhatta, Tasmin Hastings (Orchestra Leader), Ms Petra Conrads,  
Kiara Jeewan (Deputy Orchestra Leader), Claire Vryenhoek

Row 1: Rebecca Martin, Leah Droyman, Chanél De Jager, Keira Williams, Amelia Darby-Wade
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Grade 4 Marimba Band

Grade 6 Marimba Band

Grade 5 Marimba Band

Row 3: Emilia Beevor, Jia Patel, Nikwe Magwaza,  Khanyanjalo Mkhwanazi, Iman Ally, Olwethu Mtshali
Row 2: Kate Wessels, Daniella Bruwer, Master Calvin Human, Makayla Holmes, Ntando Mhlongo

Row 1: Kirsten Short, Kimiera Jeewan, Haseena Khan, Zaara Francis

Row 3: Ariella Baitz, Alexia Geils, Nomcebo Ngcobo, Elizabeth Modola
Row 2: Annabelle Ireland, Cassidy Coombes, Master Calvin Human, Danni Wiseman, Ralitsa Yumba

Row 1: Ariella Baitz, Philasande Mkize, Jenna Goedeke, Caroline Chesire, Nandi Magwaza

Row 3: Anna Wesselink, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Gabriella Benjamin, Jaime Cockcroft, Georgina Stephenson, Fatimah Ahmed
Row 2: Jordan Hancock, Zoë Grindrod, Master Calvin Human, Zoë Pearson, Louisa Hancock

Row 1: Georgina Denny, Ruby Puterman, Jessica Ramini, Milla Di Paolo, Keira Williams
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Row 7: Aimeé Ash, Elizabeth Modola, Sophie Bresler, Sisanda Mabusela, Melissa Githinji, Pia Mehta, Yasmin Perumal, Nandi Magwaza
Row 6: Sonali Naidoo, Ruth Barkilign, Ntando Mhlongo, Alice Saulez, Kiara Jeewan, Jenna Goedeke, Clea Turner,  

Sarah Sparks, Shannon Blades
Row 5: Annabelle Ireland, Caylee Adams, Caroline Cheshire, Monay Mouton, Nikiwe Magwaza, Madison Bell, Maxine Baitz,  

Ralitsa Yumba, Cassidy Coombes, Sofi Wilson
Row 4: Sibusisiwe Mazibuko, Milahn Maharaj, Erin Donjeany, Zoë Pearson, Jaime Cockcroft, Ella Macpherson, Georgie Stephenson,  

Khanyanjalo Mkhwanazi, Oyama Rabelemane, 
Row 3: Milla Di Paolo, Antonia Beevor, Aanya Bhola, Chanél De Jager, Yasti Subramoney, Iman Ally, Emilia Beevor, Jessi Ramini

Row 2: Jenna Pearson, Jamie Anderson, Jordan Francois (Deputy Choir Leader), Ms Petra Conrads, Josephine Zietkiewicz (Choir Leader),  
Rebecca Darby-Wade (Deputy Choir Leader), Lara-Leigh Jones

Row 1: Olwethu Mtshali, Gemma Botha, Courtney Bell, Charlotte Nicolson, Alexandra Francois, Leah Droyman, Amelia Darby-Wade,  
Tahlia Smith, Makayla Holmes

Choir
Senior Primary
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Sport Groups
Athletics

Row 4: Nikiwe Magwaza, Saabira Amod, Jenna Hampson, Sisanda Mabusela, Stella Oglesby, Jordan Francois, Marlise Pretorius, Jaime Cockcraft
Row 3: Kira Altshuler, Stella D’Avice, Danni Wiseman, Madison Waller, Anna Wesselink, Zoey Grindrod

Row 2: Katelyn Dhevpal, Haseena Khan, Jia Patel, Yasti Subramoney, Jessica Ramini, Kadence Ribbink
Row 1: Milla Di Paolo, Kira Ribbink, (Coach) Bianca Von Bargen, Henriette Winkelmann (Coach) Wilma Van Niekerk,  

Hunter Cooper, Louisa Hancock

House Captains

Row 2: Josie Zietkiewicz, Jenna Cole, Jordan Francois, Jenna Power-Wilson, Stella Oglesby, Jamie Rowe
Row 1: Esihle Zondo, Mia Paton, Rosie Brouckaert, Kira Ribbink, Sophie Rebeck, Margot Van Rooyen

Netball & Hockey
Tour 

Row 3: Elizabeth Modola, Jamie Rowe, Josephine Zietkiewicz, Chloe Waller, Mishka Mallick
Row 2: Amy Sang, Sienna Campese, Jaimee Savic, Stella Oglesby, Esihle Zondo, Danni Wiseman

Row 1: Kira Ribbink, Saabira Amod, Kelly Forde, Sophie Rebeck, Margot Van Rooyen, Mia Paton, Faatimah Vawda
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U13 Netball

Row 5: Rhea Ramlal, Mia Paton, Jamie Rowe, Chloe Waller, Sisanda Mabusela, Tao Ellender
Row 4: Stella Oglesby, Yusra Lombard, Melissa Githinji, Jaishree Jaiswal, Georgia Bruwer

Row 3: Cairla Scheepers, Mikhaela Odayan, Ayaka Poswa, Jaimee Savic, Yaseera Jazbhay, Aimee Ash
Row 2: Kelly Forde, Saabira Amod (Captain), Mrs Tessa McGee, Margot Van Rooyen (Vice-Captain), Josie Zietkiewicz

Row 1: Kasmir, Pillay, Esihle Zondo, Faatimah Vawda, Sabiha Jooma, Jade Reddy.

Tennis

Row 2: Jenna Power-Wilson, Georgia Schaefer, Stella Oglesby, Melissa Githinji
Row 1: Leah Kitaru, Sienna Campese, Kelly Forde, Charlotte Nicolson, Talia Schneiderman

Swimming Team A

Row 3: Marlise Pretorius, Emma Thornton, Alexia Geils, Sabrina Fivaz, Ariella Baitz, Gaby Benjamin
Row 2: Alex Parry, Kadence Ribbink, Chanel De jager, Kira Altshuler, Anna Wesselink, Daniella Bruwer, Georgie Stephenson

Row 1: Mia Paton, Esihle Zondo, Kira Ribbink, Margot Van Rooyen, Holly Piper, Jenna Power-Wilson, Jaimee Savic

Row 4: Ralitsa Yumba, Danni Wiseman, Serena Ramdhani, Elizabeth Modola, Sabrina Fivaz, Georgia Bruwer, 
Sienna Campese, Alyssia Mathysen, Katia Economou

Row 3: Antonia Beevor, Erin Donjeany, Milahn Maharaj, Lutfiyah Khan, Kate Wessels, Jia Patel, Hunter Cooper, Jessi Ramini
Row 2: Leah Droyman, Mikha Maharaj, Genevieve Garreau, Ruby Puterman, Rebecca Martin, Kirsten Short, Isabella Mathysen

Row 1: Mikhaela Odayan, Holly Piper, Georgia Schaefer, Kelly Forde, Mia Paton, Stella Oglesby, Jaimee Savic, Sofi Wilson

Swimming Team B
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Waterpolo

Row 4: Gabriella Benjamin, Jenna Goedeke, Alex Parry, Sienna Campese, Elizabeth Modola, Jenna Hampson,  
Ariella Baitz, Marlise Pretorius, Alyssia, Mathysen, Erin Donjeany

Row 3: Kate Wessels, Ella Macphearson, Cassidy Coombes, Danni Wiseman, Charlotte Nicolson, Kelly Lewis,  
Alice Saulez, Caroline Cheshire, Ralitsa Yumba, Sofi Wilson

Row 2: Daniella Bruwer, Haseena Khan, Mikha Maharaj, Ntokoza Khoza , Tayla Allen, Georgie Stephenson,  
Georgie Stephenson, Hunter Cooper, Jess Ramini, Genevieve Garreau, Isabella Mathysen

Row 1: Kira Ribbink, Esihle Zondo, Kelly Forde, Stella Oglesby, Mia Paton, Margot Van Rooyen,  
Henriette Winkleman, Jordyn Wakeling, Jaimee Savic, Alexia Geils, Kadence Ribbink

Waterpolo Tour

Row 3: Alexia Geils, Elizabeth Modola, Jenna Hampson
Row 2: Alex Parry, Danni Wiseman, Ariella Baitz, Kelly Forde, Stella Oglesby

Row 1: Esihle Zondo, Mia Paton, Margot Van Rooyen, Jordyn Wakeling, Jaimee Savic

Junior KZN
Representatives

Row 2: Kira Ribbink, Claire Vryenhoek, Aaryana Singh, Danni Wiseman
Row 1: Sophie Rebeck, Margot Van Rooyen, Elizabeth Modola, Esihle Zondo

Cross Country

Row 3: Monay Mouton, Prerna Narsai, Sophie Rebeck, Stella Oglesby, Jenna Hampson, Charlotte Nicolson, Katia Economou
Row 2: Hunter Cooper, Stella D’Avice, Hannah-Rose Massey-Hicks, Rosalie Brouckaert, Shannon Blades, Zoe Grindrod

Row 1: Alex Francois, Jessi Ramini, Jordan Francois, Kira Ribbink, Danni Wiseman, Genevieve Garreau, Kadence Ribbink
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Hockey

Row 7: Emma Thornton, Jenna Hampson, Jaimee Savic, Jamie Anderson, Pia Metha, Alexia Geils, Nomcebo Ngcobo, 
Elizabeth Modola, Mishka Mallick, Jordyn Wakeling, Jaishree Jaiswal, Ariella Baitz, 

Row 6: Jenna Pearson, Nandi Magwaza, Alex Parry, Sienna Campese, Lara-leigh Jones, Rebecca Darby-Wade, Jenna Power-Wilson, 
Georgia Bruwer, Sophie Bresler, Inaam Hassan, Esihle Zondo, Serena Ramdhani, Yaseera Jazbhay

Row 5: Caylee Adams, Nthando Mhlongo, Zama Mnguni, Marlise Pretorius, Aimeé Ash, Zandile Mafu, Ciarla Scheepers, 
Charlotte Nicolson, Alyssia Mathysen, Anabelle Ireland, Clea Turner

Row 4: Thando Mpanza, Zoe Pearson, Hannah-Rose Massey-Hicks, Philasande Mkize, Katia Economou, Caroline Cheshire, 
Maxine Baitz, Danni Wiseman, Ralitsa Yumba, Rosie Brouckaert, Milahn Maharaj, Georgie  Stephenson, Madison Waller 

Row 3: Hunter Cooper, Tayla Allen, Jade Reddy, Zoe Grindrod, Anna Wesselink, Meghan Pillay, Kira Altshuler, 
Kate Wessels, Cassify Coombes, Sofi Wilson, Jia Patel, Erin Donjeany

Row 2: Haseena Khan, Olwethu Mtshali, Tamara Sweetman, Arya Baboolal, Kira Ribbink, Chanel De Jager, Natanya Dogan, 
Ntokoza Khoza, Ruby Puterman, Georgie Denny, Rebekah Martin, Sumayya Peer

Row 1: Avumile Sibisi, Talia Smith, Jordan Hancock, Kirsten Short, Courtney Bell, Kelly Forde, Sophie Rebeck, 
Talia Schneiderman, Leah Droyman, Isabella Mathysen, Scarlet Lange, Kadence Ribbink, Daniella Bruwer 

Floor: Georgia Schaefer, Sabrina Fivas, Mia Paton, Stella Oglesby, Chloe Waller, Jamie Rowe, Josie Zietkiewicz
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Welcome to our

 High School

You will read of  the myriad 
achievements of  our girls across 
all spheres: academic, cultural 

and sporting. We are incredibly proud 
of  so many of  the girls who have 
excelled in an individual capacity 
or as a member of  a team. Their 
representation and commitment 
ensures the reputation of  our school 
and also facilitates the unique 
educational journey that we aim to 
provide. 

Importantly, many of  our girls manage 
to hold to excellent academic standards 
while committing to time-consuming 
extra-curricular programmes. This 
level of  engagement prepares them 
for real life where effective time-
management skills and adaptability 
combine to enable success.

Our Matrics once again achieved a 
100% pass rate, with all but two of  them 
achieving a Bachelor’s Pass.  
With four of  the girls being placed on 
the outstanding achievement list and 
one on the commendable achievement 
list, our girls continue to excel. Several 
girls were on the lists of  pupils in the 
top 1% in the country, in a wide variety 
of  subjects, showing that many of  our 
teachers are enabling girls to reach 
great heights. We are mindful of  the 
unique educational journey that our 
girls experience from Grade 00 right 
the way through to Grade 12, and need 
to thank teachers across all phases 

for contributing to these successes. 
Our Guest of  Honour this year was Dr 
Mamphela Ramphele (a South African 
politician, a former activist against 
apartheid, a medical doctor,  
an academic and a businesswoman) 
who inspired the girls and held her 
audience in the palm of  her hand. 

Not only did she grace us with her 
presence on Founders’ Day, but she 
also facilitated a diversity workshop 
with a group of  Grade 10, 11 and 12 girls 
who were inspired by her wisdom and 
insight into the needs of  young South 
Africans to engage purposefully and 
boldly in the difficult conversations 
that surround change. 

This year, we departed from tradition 
and made the decision to hold a High 
School Awards Ceremony for Grades 8 
– 11 at the start of  2017 (based on prizes 
applicable to the 2016 academic year). 
This will be reported on in the 2017 
magazine.

With a change in leadership halfway 
through the year, came an interim 
structure which allowed for the 
Board to decide on a structure and 
mandate; part of  which arose out of  
their awareness of  the need to secure 
sustainability in the face of  increased 
competition. Education has become a 
growth business in South Africa with 
the emergence of  highly competitive 
brands. In response to this, the school 

embarked on strategic planning 
under the guidance of  Mike Ivey of  
Gold Digger Change Catalyst Agency. 
Mike facilitated a number of  coalition 
sessions and after robust and intense 
discussion and debate, the nuts and 
bolts of  the strategic vision for Durban 
Girls’ College began to emerge. 

Process is important in such 
undertakings and the feedback 
sessions and report-backs to staff and 
management provided much needed 
focus. Staff members from the guiding 
coalitions presented their thinking 
across the three areas (significant 
women; unique educational journeys 
and diversity/inclusivity) which will 
inform the strategic direction for DGC. 

This year’s leaders can be very proud 
of  the role that they played in leading 
the school. The Leadership Programme 
is evolving and has allowed for an 
inclusive and broadly collaborative 
model, which enables individual 
growth and team work. 

Each year the system is reviewed and 
enhanced through the feedback and 
experiences of  the leaders who have 
encountered various challenges and 
responded to these with the guidance  
of  teachers and Mrs Ridgway who 
heads up this portfolio. We are very 
grateful for their role and for the 
leadership of  our Head Girl, Georgina 
Zaloumis, and Deputies, Zara Govender 
and Sarah Kanamugire.

As we look ahead to a rapidly-changing 
world, with the delivery of  education 
shifting towards digital technologies, 
we are cognisant of  the enormous 
responsibility and privilege that we 
have as teachers. We are excited at these 
changes; but equally mindful of  our 
need to hold to the core values that lie 
at the heart of  what we stand for; values 
such as kindness, respect, humility, 
generosity, commitment and courage. 

So as not to be complacent, we need 
to reflect on the words of  William R. 
Inge: “The modern world belongs to the 
half-educated, a rather difficult class, 
because they do not realize how little 
they know.” 

Heather Goedeke 
Acting Head of High School

“As we look ahead to 
a rapidly-changing 
world, with the 
delivery of education 
shifting towards 
digital technologies, 
we are cognisant 
of the enormous 
responsibility and 
privilege that we  
have as teachers. ”

2016 was a year of change for Durban Girls’ College



Page | 5 Page | 6www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Founders Speech
“The whole is greater than the sum of its parts.”

Founders’ 
Day

Good evening Dr Rampele, 
Members of  the Board, Invited 
guests, Parents, Staff and Girls, 

I consider myself  privileged indeed to 
address this gathering of  girls, parents, 
colleagues and friends associated with 
College.  Given the fact that we have 
an illustrious guest speaker, whom I 
have no doubt you are looking forward 
to hearing, I will deviate slightly from 
previous addresses. I will of  course 
make reference to highlights and refer 
to individuals, but need to say that this 
is not meant as a summary of  all that 
has happened at our school this year 
or everyone’s contributions, but rather 
select examples of  the many wonderful 
pupils and their achievements, staff 
and their contributions and more. 
Much more.

I chose as my theme, the quote by 
Aristotle, that the whole is greater than 
the sum of  its parts. Co-incidentally, 
Ms. Edgcumbe used a similar theme in 
her Assembly on Monday.  She used an 
image of  Queen Elizabeth which was 
commissioned to celebrate her Jubilee 
recently.  The image is constructed of  
thousands of  individual photographs 
in which the queen is engaged at 
numerous events and functions 
throughout many years.  Each little 
piece combines to form the whole 
image of  the queen.  On its own each 
little picture may appear to be fairly 
insignificant, but together they form 
a picture which would be incomplete 
without it. Individuals, families, 
organisations and societies are no 

different, and neither is College.  
We too, consist of  many parts which 
make up the whole.

Each of  the groups I make reference 
to makes a similar contribution to the 
whole, which is College, and I would 
like to start with the girls.  They are 
many and diverse, each bringing an 

individual richness to College, but 
also, each made up of  the many facets 
and talents which are part of  their 
being.  Their strengths and weaknesses, 
or rather their opportunities for 
development, their heritage and 
history, their appearance and abilities, 
their values, and I could go on, combine 
to make them who they are.  They, 
as individuals, are so much more 
important than their achievements. 
I have always ensured that each girl 
whom I have had the privilege of  
teaching is reminded that she is of  
significantly more value than the 
blazer she wears, or the colours which 
adorn it.  Each one, in her own way, 

then contributes something to their 
families, the school, society and the 
world at large. We celebrate differences 
and uniqueness and acknowledge each 
contribution.

Yes, we have celebrated amazing 
achievements of  which you have been 
made aware throughout the year, and so 
we should.  Inessa Rajah’s essay, which 
was selected as the winning entry in the 
Commonwealth Essay Competition, 
is deserving of  celebration.  Cassidy 
Williamson, who ran in Poland 
representing South Africa, made us 
ever so proud as we tried to listen to a 
podcast of  the event during a meeting.  

Our swimming team, which won 
the D&D Gala for the 11th time, and 
our Equestrian Team, which won the 
Inter-schools event for the 1st time, are 
equally proud of  their achievements, 
and we celebrate with them.  Emma 
Criticos won the Woolworths design 
competition, nationally. Zara Govender 
and her SRC chose the He4she 
campaign as their project and it was 
a special event which now looks set to 
become part of  the annual calendar 
and earned them a letter from the UN, 
acknowledging their contribution, and 
I could go on!

There have been disappointments and 
sadnesses as well. We were all saddened 
by the untimely death of  Nomvelo 
Dube, a Grade 10 pupil, in the third 
term and we grappled with the meaning 
of  life and death at that time, but we 
also celebrated the life of  someone who 

grasped opportunity so firmly and who, 
despite adversity, was always willing 
to try with a big smile on her face.  Her 
contribution to our school is important 
and she is sorely missed by all whom 
she touched.

The alumnae make their valuable 
contributions and on more than one 
occasion, I have heard it said that 
employers notice straight away when 
they are dealing with a College girl at an 
interview.  By remote control each girl 
who has been part of  College adds to 
the picture of  the school in society.  This 
carries an awesome responsibility of  
which we must all be aware.  The words 
of  our school prayer remind us to be 
cognizant of  those who are to come 
after us. 

The staff are invaluable, however, no 
one individual or her subject is more 
important than another.  Each one 
touches the girls in a different way and 
adds richness to the lives of  those they 
teach. Each one forms part of  a team 
which adds multi-dimensionally to 
the life of  the school.  I thank them for 
their contribution and salute them. 
A special thank you to the Old Girls’ 
and PA for the tea supplied on World 
Teachers’ Day at which they recognised 
the contribution of  the staff.   

We have had to say a number of  
goodbyes throughout the year and 
more will leave the fold at the end of  
the year.  Our heartfelt thanks goes 
with them as they disembark, for 
all they have done for the College 
girls. Our administrative, support 
and maintenance staff fulfill equally 
important roles.  They form part of  
the whole and often work behind 
scenes ensuring that what is seen, runs 
smoothly and efficiently.  Without their 
valuable input, we would have had to 
ride stormy seas!

The Board contributes in many ways 
to the whole picture.  Were they not 
guiding and supporting, there would 
certainly be gaps in the picture.  We 
recognise the strategic role they play at 
DGC.  Special mention must be made 
of  Mrs. Di Gammie who has served the 
Board for 8 years of  which 4 were in 
the capacity as Chair.  Thank you Di, 
and Mike as well, for your invaluable 
contribution to College.  Please accept a 
gift as a token of  our appreciation.

You, as parents, are equally important.  
Your investment, both financial and 
in terms of  time, and support of  your 
daughters are necessary parts of  the big 
picture that is College.  

Durban Girls’ College is not a building.  
It is a living, vibrant organism, made 
up of  many parts, which has made 
its mark and it will continue to do so 
because of  those who make up the 
whole. The acronym TEAM is a simple 
way for us to remember that ‘together 
everyone achieves more.’

And finally a message to all our girls:  
“To know the spirit of a place is to realise that 
you are a part of a part and that the whole is 
made of parts, each of which is a whole.  
You start with the part you are.” (adapted 
from a quote by Gary Snyder).

“Yes, we have 
celebrated amazing 
achievements of 
which you have 
been made aware 
throughout the year 
and so we should.”
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Chairman’s Report

Dr Ramphele, Mrs Bailey, Special 
Guests and Friends of  College.
It is a profound privilege for 

me to stand here this evening carrying 
with me the heritage of  the past as an 
Old Girl, being fully cognisant of  the 
challenges and opportunities of  the 
present as a parent, and accountable 
for navigating this Galleon through 
the unchartered seas of  the future as 
Chairman of  your Board of  Governors.

There have been many debates 
throughout history about the most 
important invention for humankind 
-  some say it is fire, others claim the 
wheel and even others suggest the 
mobile phone, or perhaps the internet. 

For us, at College, it is the Galleon – the
ship that was crafted by our Founders 
to transport young ladies and their 
aspirations from the innocence and 
curiosity of  childhood to the destination 
of  their choice at the end of  Grade 12. 
The same ship that this Board of  
Governors is responsible for keeping 
both seaworthy, and on the right course.

As you all know, our Captain, Mr 
Hagspihl, has recently disembarked,  
as have many Captains before him, 
each playing a significant role at the 
helm, but it is ultimately the Board that 

is accountable for the sustainability and 
longevity of  the College brand. 

We thank Mr Hagspihl most sincerely 
for the contribution he has made over 
the past 4 years and reinforce the fact 
that he leaves as a friend of  the school, 
ever welcome as part of  the College 
community. Mrs Bailey now has her 
hands firmly on the wheel, holding it 
steady while we chart the course for  
the future. 

Over the past year, the Board of  
Governors has changed quite 
significantly. Before our AGM, and 
in light of  the number of  Governors 
retiring, much time and attention 
was given to board composition and 
identifying the skills and resources 
needed by the Board to harness the 
opportunity in the challenges we face 
going forward. 

A very heartfelt thanks to those 
Governors who have served the school 
faithfully for many years and who 
retired this year – particularly Diane 
Gammie, who served on the board for 
8 years, 4 of  those as chair. Diane we 
acknowledge your tireless commitment 
and dedication to the school and I 
extend a personal thanks for all that I 
learnt from you. 

We also said farewell to long serving 
Vice Chair and Chair of  the Finance 
Committee, Alan Mundell, Steve 
Ellis who was involved with strategic 
planning, our clergy representative, 
Mandy Pearson, educationist, Judy Tate 
and Tanya Bailey who retired from the 
PA after many years’ service. The input 
of  each of  you is sincerely valued. I am 
honoured to introduce to you as the 
new Governors in their stead - 

Murray Grinrod and Mohammed 
Abdool Samad, who join David 
Altshuler on our Finance Committee; 
Jacquie Bhana adding much needed 
human resources skills; Dale Ten Hope 
and Viv Mc Menamin bringing strategic 
strength and objectivity as non-parents; 
Richard Neave his lens as educator 
and wealth of  experience as Head; and 
Janina Masojada injecting vibrancy and 
passion as the new chair of  the PA. 

This is a Board of  incredibly committed 
people passionate about the past, 
present and future of  DGC. There is not 
only a strong cross-section of  skills but 
also representivity across the phases.

Much of  the Board’s work is devolved 
to, and takes place via, subcommittees, 
and I extend my appreciation to them 
for the many, many hours they dedicate 
to the school behind the scenes.  

The Finance Subcommittee, chaired 
by David Altshuler, ensures our 
sustainability and stability; supported 
by the Marketing Subcommittee under 
the guidance of  Craig ClaySmith.

Russell Hampson keeps his eye on 
our buildings and grounds, and Ken 
McIntosh on legal and compliance 
issues. The Board operates from a 
mandate of  stakeholder inclusivity, 
and we acknowledge and affirm the 
role that each of  you play in our school 
– girls, parents, staff, Old Girls and 
the wider DGC community. I take this 
opportunity to thank you all. 

Firstly, our key and most valued asset 
– our staff – the crew of  the Galleon, 
without whom we could never set sail. 
The significance of  the contribution 
you make, each in your own way, can 
never be underestimated. We are truly  
blessed to have an Executive Team 
second to none – Mrs Bailey, Mrs 
Goedeke, Mrs Van Dellen, Mrs 
Conradie and Mrs Montocchio, you are 
a formidable team and one of  the key 
strengths of  this school. I know that 
you will sorely miss Mr Hagspihl, but 
I also know the depth of  the passion 
of  each of  you for DGC, and your 
commitment to moving us forward. A 
very special thank you to you. 

And let us not forget, the “mother”  
of  our school, Mrs Small, who has 
elevated our boarding offering to 
the same standard of  excellence 
experienced in the school; and our 
team of  Ground Staff. Thank you 
all.  Looking after our parent and 
Old Girls’ stakeholders, we are 
fortunate to have a very active Parents’ 
Association and Old Girls’ Guild. 
The Parents’ Association, led by 

Janina Masojada, supports College’s 
mission and strategic direction to 
build community through positive and 
active parent engagement, ongoing 
and effective communication, and 
strong partnerships. Some of  their 
key activities focused on community 
building are the celebratory cocktail 
party for the Matric Parents on the 
memorable night of  the Matric Dance; 
the Senior Primary Braai and Campout; 
the Junior Primary Family Picnic and 
the giant outdoor movie; and the golf  
day. They also co- hosted with the school 
a talk on social media and technology 
awareness. 

The Rites of  Passage gifts at critical 
stages of  our unique educational 
journey, are also a PA initiative as is 
College Quarters, which continues as 
a financial support towards ensuring 
that all girls can participate in grade 
outings and school tours. Events such 
as the Appreciation Tea for our staff 
on International Teachers’ Day are yet 
another way in which the PA and the 
valued class liaison parent structure 
support our school activities. To all of  
our parents, led by the PA, we thank 
you most sincerely for your continued 
support.

The purpose of  the Old Girls’ Guild is 
to facilitate and actively encourage the 
continued involvement of  all Old Girls 
in the wider community of  Durban 
Girls’ College, with a view to ensuring 
the continued well- being of  our school 
and its Old Girls. Led by Simone Verster 
as Chair, and Nerissa Govind as Vice 
Chair, the execution of  this vision 
is carried out through interaction 
and activities focused on building 
relationships in three specific areas:

• Firstly, in relation to the current 
pupils of  DGC, they focus on building 
relationships with learners to 
encourage retention when they leave 
the school system – with this aim in 
mind, this year they implemented 
the “My Life Program, reintroduced 
dance classes with the Clifton Grade 
11’s and held a Matric farewell lunch;

• Secondly, the Guild encourages 
the involvement of  Old Girls 
through networking, brand creation 
and resonance, greater Old Girl 
involvement in the school and 
identifying future fundraising 
opportunities;

• And thirdly, and a very important 
component of  the Guild’s work, is 
their nursery schools: Enkuliso & 
Ekujabuleni, which the Old Girls 
have supported for over 70 years and 
pledged their continued involvement.

Thank you to each of  you on, and 
involved with, the Guild for the 
incredible work that you do in nurturing 
this critical stakeholder group. And last, 
but certainly not least, of  our important 
stakeholders is our girls and the ones we 
celebrate this evening – each of  you has 
been significant in your contribution 
to the school this year and whether 
you are rewarded tonight or not, that 
contribution is valued and appreciated 
by the Board. 

Shifting focus from our stakeholders 
to Board activities – in the past 
year, besides a strong focus on good 
governance, our attention has been on 
two parallel processes:

1. A culture survey conducted 
amongst the staff to gain insights 
into the culture of  the environment 
within the school and to identify 
strengths and weaknesses, as they 
apply to organizational performance. 
We are nearing the end of  this 
process in designing, together with 
EXCO, effective action plans for 
improving the school, its culture and 
its environment.

2. A review of  the school’s strategic 
plan, specifically focused on the 
sustainability of  the school. This 
process involves the identification 
of  strategic priorities in relation to 
performance, risk management and 
growth. Whilst this process is not 
yet finalised, these priorities are 
emerging with DGC being:

“A Christian school, 
embracing diversity of 
culture and thought, 
focused on holistic 
educational excellence 
and producing women 
of significance that will 
contribute to all sectors 
of society, by creating 
a unique journey for 
each girl based on 
tradition, innovation 
and excellence and 
supporting the 
development of a world- 
class, passionate and 
empowered staff.”

With that as our focus, we, the Board, 
are committed to unlocking and 
unleashing the incredible potential of  
this very special institution, reinforcing 
the vision of  our Founders, so 
beautifully captured in our centenary 
year, by Ms Christison: “Durban Girls’ 
College, while prepared to adapt to 
change, would nonetheless remain 
unwavering in its founding principles: 
principles which embraced tolerance, 
justice, service, high educational 
standards and ideals, an unceasing 
quest for wider knowledge coupled 
with a concern and compassion for all 
mankind and all creatures with which 
during your brief  journey on earth, you 
are inextricably bound.” 

Matrics of  2016 – tomorrow, your 
final assembly, is your first step in 
disembarkation – if  you take that step 
with these founding principles instilled 
in your being and informing your 
choices for your onward journey, DGC 
will have served her purpose. 

The Board wishes each of  you well as 
you write your final exams, and then as 
you move towards a new destination, 
flying the flag of  College in your own 
special and significant way. Treasure 
deeply what she has given you, as she 
will always be an intrinsic part of  who 
you are.

May Godspeed each one of  you, and the 
Galleon, safely on her way.

Michelle Posemann
Chairman of the Board of Governors

October 2016
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From the Head Girl
All that August day [in 1877] a violent easterly gale blew in Durban. Several houses 
were unroofed; the ships in the Outer Anchorage tossed on the angry waves; a 
barque from New York laden with ‘Yankee notions’ for Messrs Parker Wood and 
co. dragged her anchor and ran ashore on the back beach: but it was on a calm and 
sunlit sea that the little College galleon was launched in the handsome Assembly 
Hall of the Durban Young Ladies’ Collegiate institution.

’According to Durban Girls’ College archives, on the day our school was built,  
Durban was in chaos. Yet within the changing of the winds a school emerged.  
139 years later, and the winds are still changing.

Good evening honoured guest 
Dr Ramphele, members of  the 
Board of  Governors, Mrs Bailey, 

Mrs Goedeke, staff, parents and girls. 

At Durban Girls’ College I have learnt 
that education is most powerful when 
you are taught to think for yourself. 
Nevertheless, many South African 
students do not know this and are 
forced to see their education as the 
extent to which they are worth. In 
a country where 50% of  its people 
live below the poverty line, receiving 
one’s Matric becomes a lifeline which 
allows one the opportunity to escape 
the poverty cycle for oneself  and one’s 
family. Both the schools I have attended 
have been academically sound and have 
had the best amenities to offer where 
I have been actively encouraged to 
pursue my passions.

I have been afforded the means to 
attend these schools and because 
of  it, have always had the door of  

opportunity left wide open for me. Yet 
the truth about my opportunity isn’t 
just confined to the walls of  apartheid 
which propelled whites, on a whole, 
economically above the rest of  South 
Africa to this day, but goes back all the 
way to the 6 April 1652 when the first 
white person colonised South Africa.

Since that day white privilege has 
existed in South Africa, however, there 
are people around me that still believe 
that white privilege ended the same day 
Apartheid did. I naively saw only what 
I wanted to see, a democratic South 
Africa where all the wrongs of  the 
past had been rectified the day we saw 
Mandela become president. Currently 
Durban’s population is 51% black, 24% 
Indian, 15% white and 9% coloured. 

However, many private schools do not 
reflect this. Looking at this hall of  girls 
in front of  me is proof  that we have 
not fully achieved a democratic South 
Africa. The greatness of  a school is 

based on the character of  its students. 
Right now the spotlight is on those 95 
beautiful Matrics but what about the 
other 62 million girls worldwide who 
are still waiting to be educated?
 We should be investing in girls to 
change the world and that final push for 
change rests on our shoulders. 

Once a month, thousands of  girls miss 
school when they get their periods. This 
year our Matric class raised R5000 in 
order to buy 100 reusable pads for girls 
at underprivileged schools. 

Not only is this a sustainable project 
but it means 100 more girls will not 
miss a week of  school each month. 
That’s 60 more school days a year for 
each girl. 

School is no longer about looking out 
for our own interests but has been 
extended to empowering others which 
we hope will inspire greatness for 
generations to come.

In 1955 the headmistress of  Durban 
Girls’ College, Miss E Middleton, 
said: ‘Courage, wisdom, wit and 
high ideals…, [is] the wind by which 
the galleon was stirr’d, compelling 
action fearless.’ I want to say to my 
extraordinary grade, we’ve done it. 
We finally found the pipeline and 
made it through, making our mark on 
College by getting all sports recognized 
officially by the school. 

My two deputies: Inessa, our very 
own English prodigy, without your 
incredible understanding and Sarah, 
your constant persistence and 
competitiveness, I honestly believe that 
everything we’ve achieved this year 
would never have been possible. I don’t 
know what our grade, let alone I, would 
have done without the two of  you this 
year. My sitting in butternut soup is 
testament to what I become when you 
are not present.

At least once in our high school 
career, we’ve all had that red mark on 
a test telling us ‘we can do better’ or 
worse yet, the ‘please come see me’ 
exclamation point. You have to realise 
that no one is perfect and you will mess 
up at least once – just ask our grade 
how the Calculus test went! In fact, ask 
me, I dropped four symbols for that 
pesky thing. But we need to change this 
perception that perfection can become 
a reality. I’ve watched girls consume 
themselves with the idea of  achieving 
this and subsequently destroy 
themselves because of  it. 

It’s an extremely lonely sensation to 
believe that no one believes in you 
anymore or that people are standing 
against you. It is even worse when 
this means you no longer believe in 
yourself. Don’t take your greatness to 

the graveyard or lose yourself  trying to 
be someone else. You don’t have to be 
someone different to be important.  
You don’t have to be someone 
important to implement constructive 
change in your life. 

My College Sisters – one of  the many 
things I will miss about you is the 
unfaltering kindness and joy you share 
in each others achievements. Next year, 
I am going to long for that powerful 
sensation we all experience when 
singing our number one hit single, 
Oceans. And of  course, my College 
House sisters, I’m going to miss being 
able to walk down the corridor and 
knock on your door for a chat. You have 
provided me with an endless amount of  
laughter and yes, Mrs Small, we finally 
brought home that trophy! Most of  all,  
I am going to miss being at home,  
with all of  you.

The Class of  2016 is sitting on the brink 
of  one of  the biggest changes they will 
ever face. We are going to miss stepping 
into the grooves of  the stairs that have 
worn away from all the College girls 
before us, and knowing exactly what is 
happening next year. 

Change brings both opportunity and 
fear. But by overcoming fear and doing 
things we don’t feel comfortable with, 
we are paving the way for many to 
follow. I can guarantee that our lives 
will undergo a greater change than 
just our wardrobes once we leave – it 
will even go so far as to turn our grade 
completely blonde in time for our ten 
year reunion.

Grade Elevens, I wish you nothing 
but the best as you take the school to 
new heights next year; if  our matric 

class did it right, we have built a team 
which will carry on for generations.  
Matric Parents, thank you for giving 
us an opportunity to be educated, 
and empowering us to be strong, 
independent women in our country. 
Our teachers, thank you for seeing 
the potential in us and investing in it. 
You’ve made a mark on our lives that 
has shaped us into whom we are today. 
Lastly, to my parents, I love you both so 
very much and can’t thank you enough 
for guiding me to stand up for what I 
believe is just. 

Tomorrow the Matric Class of  2016 will 
be stepping off the Galleon and sailing 
into deeper waters. I hope we have the 
courage to realise and speak about the 
truths we see in our future endeavours, 
as it is only by challenging existing 
practices and presenting alternative 
visions of  the future that we will be able 
to keep our country moving forward. 

Together we are a force to be reckoned with 
and together we shall rise.

Georgina Zaloumis
Head Girl 2016
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A Celebration
DGC
We are here today to celebrate 

the pioneering vision of  
providing high quality 

education to successive generations of  
women.  Those Founders understood, 
long ago in 1877, that educating women 
was the beginning of  wisdom.  

We are now 22 years into our 
constitutional democracy, founded on 
the principles of  human rights and 
the equality of  all citizens.  Education 
remains the sure and tested key to a 
future in which each individual can 
identify and develop their talents to the 
best of  his/her ability.  Educated people 
are the essential resource for a vibrant 
democracy, prosperous economy and 
rich cultural expressions.    

The questions we have to confront 
today are:

- Why has education remained  
a privilege and not a right in  
post-apartheid South Africa?

- What needs to change to enable 
us to ensure that we provide high 
quality education and training to 
every child in South Africa? 

- How can we work together to  
build a South Africa we can all  
be proud of?

Why Has Education Remained A Privilege?

Let us listen to Es’kia Mphahlele, a man 
who against all odds started school late 
in life, yet graduated with a Masters 
in English Literature Cum Laude from 
UNISA in 1957. He went into exile and 
came back in the 1970s because he 
was homesick. He spent two decades 
writing and encouraging us to plan for 
a genuine non-racial society.  Sadly, we 
did not heed his advice.  Just listen:

 

“A genuine programme of non-racialism, 
in which we Africans must play a major role, tapping 
the best minds amongst other population groups, 
must eventually lead to the Africanisation of our 
institutions of learning. 

This goes beyond simply filling our schools 
and colleges with majority blacks. It means 
revolutionizing the whole range of our curricula, 
giving them a new direction, a humanistic  
thrust distinct from the tyranny of didactic 
approaches that have choked up all the  
channels of education.”

Our education system is not fit for 
purpose.  We have not managed to 
re-imagine what an education system 
of  the 21st century should look like in 
our beloved country.  We have patched 
together what we inherited from our 
past, without interrogating what the 
implications of  such an approach 
would be for building the country we 
committed to build in 1994.   

What we have to acknowledge is that 
the political settlement we attained 
in 1994 was not complemented by 
“coming to terms with the burden of  
our history.” 

We assumed that one could build a  
non-racial democracy on the 
foundations of  a society designed on 
the basis of  a colour-coded system that 
was engineered to generate poverty 
for the majority and prosperity for the 
minority.  We now can see the bitter 
fruits of  these assumptions in the 
#Rhodesmustfall; #Feesmustfall;  
and now #ShutDownHigherEducation 
protests and destruction are spreading 
nation wide.  

This is a wake-up call to us, as a nation, 
to address the unfinished business of  
our transition to democracy.   

What Needs To Change?

“Without leaps of 
imagination, or 
dreaming, we lose 
the excitement of 
possibilities.  Dreaming 
after all is a form of 
planning.” - Gloria Steinem

We need to re-imagine a South Africa 
we would love to live in and bequeath 
to our children and grandchildren.   
We need to recognize that the dream of  
1994 has faded.  We need to renew our 
imagined future so it can continue to 
re-inspire us to new heights.  I wonder 
how many South Africans believe that 
we can live in a society where poverty, 
unemployment and inequality are 
history?  If  we cannot imagine such  
a society, we cannot attain it.  

There is much talk in our society  
about the need to “get over” the past, 
but there are louder voices expressing 
the agony of  “black pain.”  Lessons 

from Second Generation Voices: Reflections 
by Children of Holocaust Survivors and 
Perpetrators caution us to “revisit the 
source of  pain by speaking about it and 
analysing the impact on an individual’s 
perception of  psychosocial life, his/
her religious perspective, and his/her 
view of  the ‘other’.  In the process one 
seeks to detoxify the issues involved 
so that further exploration and 
understanding can occur without the 
various psychic barriers that can block 
self-understanding.”

South Africans assume that because 
we had the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) in the mid-1990s, 
we have dealt with the past.  The TRC 
had a limited brief  and reach.  The 
majority of  citizens whose human 
rights were abused, we left with 
festering wounds and no place to find 
healing.  Abuses of  socio-economic 
rights were excluded from the TRC 
with the promise that the RDP process 
would address them.   Nothing of  the 
sort happened.

Our schools, cities and private sector 
companies remain segregated and 
white male-dominated.  72% of  our 
corporations are still led by white 
males. One wonders what happened 
to white women who received 
privileged education.  Why are they 
remaining invisible?  What we need are 
conversations to get us to acknowledge 
the impact of  our long history of  
racism, sexism, and class distinctions.  
That would enable us to detoxify the 
issues of  race, gender and class, so we 
can heal the wounds they have caused 
in the lives of  the majority population 
in our society.  

Emotional issues are hard to deal with.  
People are reluctant to speak about 
what is on their minds and hearts, even 
within intimate spaces.  But we cannot 
escape the need to come to terms with 
the impact of  the past, for both the 
perpetrators/beneficiaries, and those 
exploited and abused on the other.  

The silence in our society about the 
nature and impact of  400 years of  
colonial conquest, racist economic 
exploitation, and apartheid social 
engineering has to be broken within 
healing circles.  Our failure to do so  
has created the space for rage to 
explode in destructive ways. 

How Can We Work Together To Build Our 
Future?

We are in this together.  We decide to sit 
down and hold healing conversations 
and re-imagine a future we can believe 
in.  We can do no better than listen to 
the advice of  a Grade 10 learner from 
your illustrious school:

“Our aim is to educate people on the 
issue of  privilege in South Africa, to 
open a safe space for people to discuss 
their doubts, questions and opinions 
regarding this issue and ultimately,  
to remind the youth that they are  
going to be responsible for South Africa 
one day, warts and all.  It is up to us 
to transform this nation into what we 
know it can be.” 

This young woman has worked it all 
out.  She is the kind of  leader this 
school is producing.  What is needed 
is to ensure that those who get this 
privileged education acknowledge 
the benefits.  Such acknowledgement 
must lead to commitment to lead a life 
of  dreaming and imagination, to lift 
us to the non-racial, just prosperous 
society we committed to in 1994.  It 
is in your hands, as the generation of  
citizens who inherited freedom.  Your 
responsibility is to make freedom reign 
in the everyday lives of  all citizens.

Mamphela Ramphele
Reimagine Futures Network

October 2016
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It’s hard for a teacher to forget her, 
even though more than 50 years 
have passed! 

Imagine yourself  in the Botany 
laboratory, Durban Girls’ College, 
1959-1961.  Elaine Goldberg (now 
Dr Elaine Potter) sits attentively in 
the front row.  Up shoots her hand 
from time to time: expect interesting 
questions. Lively discussion follows,  
a classroom delight! Then head down, 
she thinks, remembers, scrawls her 
notes, and looks up for more!

Could an old teacher’s recollections 
of  Elaine’s inner spark have predicted 
that she would grow into a dogged 
investigative reporter, a leader in her 
field, an advocate and global guardian 
of  the open-minded, rigorous thinking 
our world needs to deal honestly with 
pressing issues? 

Kindled by untrammeled imagining, 
by considered family discussion about 
how to make things better, that delicate 
childhood spark grew for Elaine into a 
determination to ‘make a difference’.  
This, she has achieved, despite much 
opposition along the way.  Her life story 
illustrates open-mindedness and a 
willingness to act with the courage of  
her convictions. 

At Oxford, she earned a PhD.  Her 
thesis: ‘The Press as Opposition: The 
Political Role of the South African 
Newspaper’ was published in 1975, 
remarkable at a time when most South 
African girls avoided the hurly-burly of  
politics. She joined The Times in London 
as an investigative reporter. 

Working with editor Harold Evans 
and the Sunday Times Insight Team, 
she laboured to expose the vagaries 
of  the competitive background of  
aeronautical design engineering.  
They wrote of  the warnings that 
were ignored, agreements that went 

Dr Elaine 
Potter

unfulfilled, and appalling failures of  
inspection and regulation that lay 
behind the disastrous plane crash 
of  the DC10 near Paris, in which 
346 people died.  As a co-author of  
Destination Disaster (1976) by Eddy, 
Potter and Page, she records this grim 
story.

By 1980, she was ready to participate 
in another startling unveiling: the 
publication of  ‘Suffer the Children: the 
Story of Thalidomide’.

Originally developed by the Germans 
in World War II, this drug was blithely 
prescribed by doctors as an antidote 
to morning sickness. Despite the 
incisive questioning of  the journalists, 
and their consistent headlining of  
the issue for years on the front pages 
of  their newspaper, The Times, the 
manufacturers and the British Health 
Ministry stubbornly neglected to  
check its suspected effects on the 
developing foetus.  

Research now verifies that thalidomide 
is transmitted across the mother’s 
placenta, explaining why tens of  
thousands of  babies were born with 
such particularly horrifying serious 
defects: partial or completely  
missing limbs.
  
Elaine and her posse fought and 
eventually won some reprieve for 
the victims in the form of  financial 
compensation and apologies from  
both manufacturers and  
government sources.   

A much-lauded film about the battle 
against thalidomide, ’Attacking the 
Devil’: Harold Evans and the Last Nazi War 
Crime’ was released in January 2016. 
It documents the pilgrimage of  that 
dogged team, Elaine, a leader among 
them. The editor, Sir Harold Evans, was 
knighted partly in recognition of  their 
sterling investigative journalism.
 

In her private life, Elaine is married 
to a South African, Dr David Potter.  
A brilliant mathematical physicist, 
he pioneered the software company, 
Psion in Britain. Together they co-
founded the David and Elaine Potter 
Foundation, hugely involved in 
education. It supports research and 
educational projects in developing 
countries. They are particularly active 
in the protection of  human and civil 
rights and freedom of  expression 
through unstinting support for 
investigative reporting and  
open governance. 
   
Dr Elaine Potter is a trustee of   
the following organisations: 
The Trust for the Bureau of  
Investigative Journalism; the Centre 
for Investigative Journalism (Chair); 
Open Democracy Limited; Index 
on Censorship; the Canon Collins 
Education Trust for Southern Africa, 
a Trustee of  CIDA (a free university in 
Johannesburg) and the University of  
Cape Town Trust. 
     

“How far that little 
candle throws his 
beams! So shines  
a good deed in a weary 
world.”      
      
  - Shakespeare
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Senior
Prize Giving
Grade 8

Academic Excellence
in Grade 8:

Inaam Abdool-Samad, Jaime Altshuler,
Amaarah Amod, Atiyah Asmal, 
Michaela Chivers, Gemma Early, 
Mikayla Edgley, Nika Govender, 
Tahseena Hassam, Raeesa Jhetam,  
Nina Kruse, Jamie Mower, 
Mazwi-Edenga Mandimutsira, 
Mbal’enhle Mantshongo, 
Naqiyah Moosa, Kimara Naidoo,
Caitlin Padayachee, Arin Pincus, 
Samira Salduker, Olivia Saulez, 
Simran Singh, Sabeeha Suliman, 
Taqiyyah Suliman, Roxanne Thornton, 
Chelsea Utermark, Paige Wise

Achievement Certificates:

Excellent Achievement in Art:
Inaam Abdool-Samad,  Jaime Altshuler,
Holly Munks, Tejal Rajput

Excellent Achievement in Dramatic Arts:
Ella Friedrich, Jamie Mower, 
Samira Salduker, Dina Simpson, 
Taqiyyah Suliman

Excellence in Practical Work in Music:
Stephanie Atherton, Gemma Early, 
Nina Kruse, Julia Lewis, 
Klara Robertson, Dina Simpson, 
Kaela Simpson

Consistent effort and interest in  
Subject Music:
Mazwi-Edenga Mandimutsira, 
Mbal’enhle Mantshongo, Amy Michau,
Josie Middleton

Excellent Achievement in French:
Michaela Chivers, Holly Munks, 
Jenna Stichelbout, Jena Woodroffe

Excellence in Oral - IsiZulu:
Angela Hadebe

Excellent Achievement in French:
Mazwi-Edenga Mandimutsira,

Excellence in Afrikaans Oral:
Holly Munks

Excellence in English Oral:
Holly Munks

Creative Writing in English:
Holly Munks

Most Promising Non-Mother Tongue 
Speaker: IsiZulu:
Nika Govender

Most Promising Non-Mother Tongue 
Speaker: Afrikaans:
Jamie Mower

Significant Improvement in Afrikaans:
Amy Michau

First in the Grade in Subject Music:
Gemma Early, Nina Kruse

First in the Grade in IsiZulu:
Inaam Abdool-Samad

First in the Grade in Biology:
Gemma Erskine

First in the Grade in French:
Raeesa Jhetam

First in the Grade in Afrikaans:
Holly Munks

First in the Grade in Consumer Studies:
Holly Munks

First in the Grade in  
English Home Language:
Holly Munks

First in the Grade in History:
Holly Munks

First in the Grade in Life Orientation:
Holly Munks

First in the Grade in Economic and 
Management Sciences:
Jena Woodroffe

First in the Grade in Geography:
Jena Woodroffe

First in the Grade in Mathematics:
Jena Woodroffe

First in the Grade in Science:
Jena Woodroffe

Excellence in Academics and Sport - Grade 8:
Jenna Stichelbout

Trophy:

Good Fellowship in Grade 8
Gemma Erskine (Grade 8D), 
Dina Simpson (Grade 8D),  Tejal Rajput 
(Grade 8G), Kaela Simpson (Grade 8S),
Raeesa Jhetam (Grade 8W)

Outstanding Overall Academic 
Achievement in Grade 8:

Gemma Erskine, Josie Middleton, 
Holly Munks, Jenna Stichelbout, 
Jena Woodroffe

Grade 9

Academic Excellence
in Grade 9:

Afua Aryetey, Jessica Boonzaier, 
Olivia Bradshaw, Londi Busse, 
Isabella Cochrane, Jenna Cooper, 
Luisa De Vlieg, Jocelyn Farrell, 
Riya Gopal, Chloë Govender, Shivika 
Govender, Gabriella Halford, 
Jessica Hoare, Aaliya Islam, Micaela 
Kapp, Mvunulo Khumalo, Lisa 
Kruyshaar, Ariana Moodley, Gillian 
Nicolson, Anna Pansegrouw, Jade 
Ramini, Andrea Reddy, Olivia Saad, 
Georgina Saulez, Emma Sharratt, 
Giulia Torino, Alexia Torr, 

Achievement Certificates:

Excellence in Practical Work in Music:
Emily Thomson, Georgina Saulez, 
Janelle Janse van Rensburg

Consistent effort and interest in  
Subject Music:
Riya Gopal, Ara Naidoo

Outstanding Practical Work in 
Subject Music:
Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell

Excellent Achievement in French:
Ara Naidoo

Excellence in Oral - IsiZulu:
Mvunulo Khumalo 

Excellence in Afrikaans Oral:
Anna Pansegrouw

Creative Writing in English:
Seyanne Govender 

Most Promising Non-Mother Tongue 
Speaker: IsiZulu:
Yaa Gyima, Gillian Nicolson

Most Promising Non-Mother Tongue 
Speaker: Afrikaans:
Caitlin Honeywell 

Parent’s Association prize for Courtesy, 
Consideration and Commitment:
Emma Sharratt

First in the Grade in Subject Music:
Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell

First in the Grade in Dramatic Arts:
Caitlin Honeywell 

First in the Grade in Visual Arts:
Emma Sharratt

First in the Grade in IsiZulu:
Afua Aryetey

First in the Grade in Biology:
Kereena Bhana 

First in the Grade in French:
Seyanne Govender

First in the Grade in Afrikaans:
Caitlin Honeywell 

First in the Grade in English:
Seyanne Govender

First in the Grade in Consumer Studies:
Emma Sharratt

First in the Grade in History:
Caitlin Honeywell 

First in the Grade in Life Orientation:
Samantha Rein 

First in the Grade in Accounting:
Lisa Kruyshaar

First in the Grade in Geography:
Emma Sharratt

First in the Grade in Mathematics:
Kereena Bhana 

First in the Grade in Science:
Ara Naidoo

Excellence in Academics and Sport  
- Grade 9:
Emma Sharratt

Outstanding Overall Academic 
Achievement in Grade 9:

Kereena Bhana, Seyanne Govender, 
Caitlin Honeywell, Ara Naidoo, 
Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell

Middle School DUX:

Caitlin Honeywell 
Grade 10

Academic Excellence
in Grade 10:

Tayla Daykin, Olivia du Plessis, 
Kiara Fernandes, Isabella Hitchings,
Reyhana Jacobs, Caitlyn Le Grange, 
Isabelle Pattenden, Ruth Thumbi, 
Raffaella Van Der Westhuyzen

Achievement Certificates:

Most Promising Non-Mother Tongue 
Speaker: IsiZulu:
Antonia Grindrod

First in the Grade in Dramatic Arts:
Ruth Thumbi

First in the Grade in Visual Arts:
Nina Mabusela 

First in the Grade in Life Orientation:
Antonia Grindrod

First in the Grade in Geography:
Raffaella Van Der Westhuyzen

First in the Grade in Business Studies:
Antonia Grindrod

First in the Grade in Mathematical Literacy:
Catherine Holdcroft

First in the Grade in Advanced Mathematics: 
Humairaa Khalid

Excellence in Academics and Sport - 
Grade 10: Antonia Grindrod

Special Prizes:

The Music Bar prize (BOOK) for 
Outstanding Work in Subject Music:
Almira Abdool-Samad, Reyhana Jacobs

The Ngotho Family TROPHY for 
outstanding contribution to Music:
Thandiwe Moyo

Rita Wichura prize for Afrikaans:
Cenelle Gounden

Margaret Bruce Memorial prize for French:
Antonia Grindrod

Elizabeth Law prize for English:
Ruth Thumbi

Stubbs Memorial prize for isiZulu:
Nontando Moshesh
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Hancock-Pike prize for Life Sciences:
Cenelle Gounden

Emily Rouah prize for Mathematics:
Antonia Grindrod

Margaret Gay prize for Physical Science:
Antonia Grindrod

Rogers Memorial prize for History:
Laura Jackson

Consumer Studies prize,  
donated by Gem Outfitters:
Jenna Matthews

Adams Accounting prize:
Tejal Ramjee

Outstanding Overall Academic 
Achievement in Grade 10:

Cenelle Gounden, Antonia Grindrod, 
Laura Jackson, Humairaa Khalid, 
Rhea Valjee

Grade 11

Academic Excellence
in Grade 11:

Callula Clay-Smith, Georgina Miller, 
Tara Miller, Lori Niemand, 
Hannah Oberholzer, Sandhya 
Ramcharrun, Simira Ramsumer, 
Ammaarah Seedat, Megan 
Thorrington-Smith, Jennie Van Dyk, 
Rachel Williams

Achievement Certificates:

Most Promising Non-Mother Tongue 
Speaker: IsiZulu:
Jehnara Naidoo

First in the Grade in Visual Arts:
Lori Niemand 

First in the Grade in IsiZulu:
Mbali Myeza, Thandeka Gumede 

First in the Grade in Life Orientation:
Jehnara Naidoo

First in the Grade in Consumer Studies:
Simira Ramsumer

First in the Grade in Business Studies:
Shwetha Singh

First in the Grade in Physical Science:
Chloë Royston

First in the Grade in Life Sciences:
Samantha Parle

First in the Grade in Mathematical Literacy:
Anne Moxham

First in the Grade in Advanced Mathematics: 
Ammaarah Seedat

Excellence in Academics and Sport - 
Lori Niemand

Special Prizes:

Dianne Stewart TROPHY and prize for 
Creative Writing:
Callula Clay-Smith

Martie van Heerden TROPHY and  
prize for Spoken Afrikaans:
Rénce Jacobs

Carruthers CUP for Drama:
Abigail Metzer

Amy Tripe TROPHY for Geography:
Tara Miller

Perks TROPHY for Outstanding 
Contribution to Music:
Wangui Ngotho

Helen Daniel prize for History:
Hannah Oberholzer

M A Byron prize for English:
Hannah Oberholzer

Mozart BUST for excellence in Subject Music:
Samantha Parle

Ernst and Young prize for Mathematics
Chloë Roysten

Price Waterhouse SHIELD and  
prize for Accounting: 
Chloë Roysten

The Heather Robb prize for the Top Student 
in Grade 11: 
Chloë Roysten

UKZN Mathematics and  
Physical Science Award: 
Chloë Roysten

La Hausse de la Louvière prize for French
Megan Thorrington-Smith

Outstanding Overall Academic 
Achievement in Grade 11:

Jehnara Naidoo, Samantha Parle, 
Kellyn Pincus, Chloë Royston, Shwetha 
Singh
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Grade 12
Prize Giving
Grade 12

Academic Excellence
in Grade 12:

Nicola Cooper, Julia Denissen, 
Zara Govender, Isabella Holmes, 
Layla Lombard, Gatesi Muligande, 
Kumsilla Naidoo, Mishka Ramlagan, 
Natacha Vieira

Student Achievements:

Chanelle Pretorius:
• Academic Prize (Cum Laude)
• The Nicky Lapinsky Prize for 

Advanced Programme Mathematics
• Rita Wichura Prize for Afrikaans
• Ernst and Young Accounting Prize
• Price Waterhouse Coopers Crystal 

Floating Trophy for Highest 
Accounting marks for the last  
4 years

Rutherford (Cayla Hill):
• Archie Cramer Shield for Spoken 

English
• Schuurman Cup for Scholarship and 

Conduct

Inessa Rajah:
• Academic Prize (Cum Laude)
• Elizabeth Law Prize for English
• A E  Ingle Prize for English
• Dianne Stewart prize for  

Creative Writing
• Life Orientation Prize

Chelsea Swanepoel:
• Academic Prize
• Elizabeth Sneddon Shield for  

Public Speaking
• The Beethoven Trophy for 

outstanding contribution to Music

Mia van Biljon:
• AD van Rensburg Prize for  

Spoken Afrikaans

Hanifa Akoob-Khamissa:
• Most Improved Non-Mother Tongue 

isiZulu Speaker

Prajna Chowthee:
• Academic Prize (Cum Laude)
• Most Improved Non-Mother  

Tongue isiZulu Speaker
• The Jennifer Wild Award  

for Geography
• Joan and Ken Elliott Award for 

highest marks in Mathematics and 
Geography

Lungiswa Sithabile Sithole:
• The Stubbs Memorial Prize for 

isiZulu

Melissa Ngcobo:
• Madame Hardy Prize for  

Spoken French
• Margaret Bruce Memorial Prize  

for French

Brittany Feuilherade:
• Maria Oliva Prize for the Most 

Improved History Student

Glenda Watt:
• Academic Prize (Cum Laude)
• Rutherford Memorial Prize  

for Mathematics
• David Hodges Prize for  

Physical Science
• Rogers Memorial Prize for History
• The Clarkson Memorial Prize for 

Life Sciences
• The Cramb Family Prize for  

Practical Work in Life Sciences

Ashmira Ramsewak:
• Academic Prize
• Price Waterhouse Coopers  

Business Studies Prize

Georgina Zaloumis:
• Academic Prize
• Ann Batchelor Prize for Practical Art

Lamis Hassim:
• Atkinson Prize for Art

Chia Chi Chen:
• Academic Prize (Cum Laude)
• Membrey Prize for Art Theory 

Amy Ellis:
• Nel Dramatic Arts Prize for 

Practical Work
• Prize for Dramatic Arts Theory

Kate Tindall:
• Claire Mills Trophy for Progress in 

Drama

Amelia Pattenden:
• Academic Prize
• Phillippa Lewis Memorial Prize
• The Robertson Prize for Consumer 

Studies

Catherine O’Flaherty:
• The Saville Prize for Cookery

Swetha Maharaj:
• Smuts Reid Prize for Contribution  

to Senior Choir

Daniella Bradshaw:
• Jessie Carte Memorial Prize for the 

top DGC student in the 2015 NSC 
Examinations 
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Trophies:

Margot Reid Trophy for Deportment:
Amelia Pattenden

The Elizabeth and Kate Pentecost Trophy for 
Excellence in Academics and Sport:
Glenda Watt

Sherine Higginson Rose Bowl for  
All-Round Excellence:
Glenda Watt

Jennifer and Deborah Wilson Prize for  
All-Round Contribution to College:
Sarah Kanamugire, Zara Govender

Gwen Williams Attendance Trophy:
Nikita Deyal, Tamika Achary, 
Gatesi Muligande

Kathryn Purkis Trophy for Good Fellowship:
Sarah Kanamugire

The Quinta Essentia Award:
Glenda Watt

The David Martin Family Trophy in 
recognition of Service to the Durban 
Community:
Sadhna Ramklass

Adams Leadership Cup: 
Greenacre House (Caroline Dowsett)

House Efficiency Shield:
Greenacre House (Caroline Dowsett)

Margaret Christison Prize for Captain of 
House that won the Efficiency Shield:
Caroline Dowsett

Prize for Head Girl of College House:
Nicola Van Loggerenberg

Prize for Deputy Head of College House:
Joscelyn Howard

Prize for Head of SRC:
Zara Govender

Prize for Deputy Head of SRC:
Sadhna Ramklass

Janette Shapiro Prize for Deputy Head Girls:
Inessa Rajah, Sarah Kanamugire

Harriet Robinson Prize for Head Girl - 
(Bequeathed by  Miss Middleton):
Georgina Zaloumis

Churchill Mason Award for Proxime 
Accessit to Dux:
Chanelle Pretorius

Elizabeth Dacomb Trophy first dux in 1879:
Glanda Watt

Florence Dacomb Trophy dux in 1891:
Glanda Watt

Emil Jack Maehler Award for Consistent 
Achievement of Excellence and Balfour 
Collier Prize for Dux:
Glanda Watt
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• 100% pass rate.
• 98% girls passed at the highest 

level which means they met the 
requirements for Bachelor’s Degree 
Studies.

• 89% of  all symbols achieved were As, 
Bs or Cs.

Individual achievements:

9 Distinctions:
Prajna Chowthee, Inessa Rajah

8 Distinctions:
Kumsilla Naidoo, Chanelle Pretorius, 
Glenda Watt 

7 Distinctions:
Chia Chi Chen, Gatesi Muligande
Amelia Pattenden, Mishka Ramlagan
Ashmira Ramsewak

6 Distinctions:
Rose Church, Nicola Cooper
Julia Denissen, Andrea Dolphin
Caroline Dowsett, Nirvana Govender
Zara Govender, Isabelle Holmes
Kirsten Gammie, Layla Lombard
Chelsea Swanepoel, Natacha Vieira

5 Distinctions:
Nambitha Bolani, Jessica Dawson
Lamis Hassim, Cayla Hill
Joscelyn Howard, Kiara Reddy
Sadhna Ramklass, Georgina Zaloumis

4 Distinctions:
Olivia Banda, Tayiba Barnwell
Shreya Dabideen, Sarah Kanamugire
Ntokozo Myeza, Nicola Peirson 
Cassidy Williamson, Kim Worth

Nationally in the top 1% in 7 subjects::
Chanelle Pretorius

Nationally in the top 1% in 6 subjects:
Inessa Rajah and Glenda Watt

Nationally in the top 1% in 1 subject:
Nicola Cooper, Rebecca Campbell, 
Prajna Chowthee, Nicola Macdonald, 
Amelia Pattenden, Ashmira Ramsewak, 
Chelsea Swanepoel, Mia van Biljon, 
Georgina Zaloumis

Inessa Rajah, Mishka Ramlagan, 
Chanelle Pretorius and Glenda Watt 
were recognised as outstanding achievers by 
the IEB since they were in the top 5% of pupils 
in 6 or more subjects and scored 80% or more 
in Life Orientation. 

Chia Chi Chen was recognised on the list of 
commendable achievers for achieving in the 
top 5% of pupils in 5 subjects and achieving 
above 80% for Life Orientation.

Class of 2016 IEB

 Results
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Glenda Watt

Chia Chi Chen

Chanelle Pretorius

Prajna Chowthee

Inessa Rajah

Isabella Holmes

Matric Results

 Top 12

Layla Lombard

Kumsillia Naidoo

Gatesi Muligande

Mishka Ramlagan

Amelia Pattenden

Ashmira Ramsewak
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Meet our

Parents’

“We believe that this 
liaison structure 
supports engaged 
parenting and 
contributes to a 
stronger school 
community.”

The Parents’ Association 
functions as a special committee 
appointed in terms of  the 

Durban Girls’ College constitution,  
with a mission statement as follows:
The Parents’ Association Committee 
supports the DGC mission and strategic 
direction, to build community through 
positive and active parent engagement, 
ongoing and effective communication, 
and strong partnerships.

A total of  15 parents make up the PA 
committee, representing each of  the 3 
phases of  the school, with an extended 
network of  class liaison parents from 
Grade R to Gr 9. We believe that this 
liaison structure supports engaged 
parenting and contributes to a stronger 
school community.

Parent interaction with the school 
varies through the different phases as 
dramatically as the needs of  our 6 year 
old, 12 year old or 16 year old daughters. 
As parents, we are not a homogenous 
group and we do not all share the same 
expectations of  our school. It is because 
of  our differences, as much as for our 
common interests, that forums for 
interaction are so beneficial; to grow 
tolerance, to gain insights, as well as to 
share in our daughters’ experience of  
school life together.

A sub-committee structure handles 
a range of  our initiatives. We are 
proud and intend to be persistent in 
aiming towards a Green Flag status 
for DGC and supporting the school’s 
development of  environmental 
education, awareness and 
implementation strategies. 

We have a strong connection to our 
boarding establishment, supporting 
the ongoing ‘home improvements’ 
undertaken in our DGC ‘home from 
home’, and hold many parent social 
functions in the lovely dining room and 
lounges of  College House.

The PA enhances the school traditions 
with Rites of  Passage gifts to each  
girl as they enter and leave our Junior 
Primary, Senior Primary and High 
School.

We interface with the school’s IT and 
Marketing Departments, to give insight 
into end-user requirements towards 
more effective communication by the 
school to the parent body.

Association

Our treasurer maintains the accounts, 
and manages the independent College 
Quarters fund and the School Wish 
List requests. College Quarters is our 
in-reach support of  parents to enable 
participation by all girls in grade 
outings or tours where representing 
the school. 25% of  our funds are made 
available and applications are made 
via the school Bursar and remain 
anonymous. 

Fun family events have become 
anticipated dates on the  
school calendar. The SP Dad and 
Daughter Braai and Camp-out, the 
SP Family Movie Nights held on the 
hockey field with picnics and a big 
screen movie, the Grade 7 sleep-over 
are traditions which the girls look 
forward to.

The Matric Parents are hosted at a 
Cocktail Party on the evening of  their 
daughter’s Matric Dance. ‘The hair is 
up, the dress is on, the time has come to 
have some fun,’ has become the tag  
line to this invitation.

Last year we co-sponsored the speaker, 
Nikki Bush, in the SP parent panel 
discussion and a Grade 8 workshop 
on Social Media. We invited our 
parent body to a farewell tea for Mr. 
and Mrs. Hagspihl, and together with 
the Old Girls’ Guild, we hosted an 
appreciation tea for our teaching staff 
on International Teachers Day.

Due to the parents’ support of  the 
MySchool Card, an effective and 
undemanding fund raiser, we raise 
funds which support our activities and 
enable us to make a contribution to the 
school. 

Thank you to my fellow committee 
members. Our meetings are 
constructive and entertaining and  
there is always a feeling of  good 
fellowship. 

Janina Masojada
Chairperson, DGC Parents’ Association

March 2017
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Row 7: Jen Harrison, Melanie Bruwer, Sue Verster, Glynis Mun-Gavin, Wayne Schwartz, Alison Page, Moira Campbell, Charmaine Jansen,  
Angela Scruby, Tiffany Thorne, Sershni Naidoo, Jacqui du Preez

Row 6: Nirde van Rooyen, Rose Deppe,  Louisa Cruickshank, Estelle Jordaan, Noreen Tweddell, Angela White, Tessa McGee, Megan Nicolson,  
Tessa Basson, Jacqui Dignon, Karen Campbell-Gillies, Malindri Eastes, 

Row 5: Lynne Holdcroft, Fiona Pentecost, Anna Blanckenberg, Mathew Francis, Erin Naude, Jamie Du Plessis, Sally Quinlan, Paige du Plessis,  
Mercy Kweyama,  Parvathy Naidu, Silvia Grunow, Ingrid Botton, Chantal Langley 

Row 4: Claire Wilkinson, Thandi Zondo, Shirley Theron, Leigh Bannister, Zuziwe Mdladla, Tory Hathorn, Carmen Jacobsz, Tamára Ridgway,  
Sandra Cary, Petra Conrads, Wendy Watson, Marika Kleyn, Bianca von Bargen (intern)

Row 3: Winnie Khumalo, Sally Goldman, Carol-Anne Stephenson, Pamela Forde, Jeanine Janse Van Rensburg, Julie Bresler, Kathryn Smith,  
Les Coull, Les Small, Aliki Divaris, Mercia de Welzen, Julianne Boonzaaier, 

Row 2: Lavina Kast, Sandy Kimble, Dale Charter, Heather Goedeke, Wilma van Niekerk, Kate Collins, Anthea Large, Debbie McWilliam,  
Vernita Rixon, Loreen Doherty-Bigara, Helen McCready, Joan Martin 

Row 1: Bell Meek, Bev Campbell, Michelle Edgcumbe, Carol-Anne Conradie, Jeanine Montocchio, Thomas Hagspihl, Marianne Bailey,  
Lynne van Dellen, Margie Dwyer, Ronel Perks, Sue Ausmeier

Staff 2016

Meet our

 Staff
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Tributes
Elzanne Myburgh

Tessa McGee

Elzanne left Durban Girls’ College 
at the end of  term one to relocate 
to Port Elizabeth with her 

husband.  She played a huge role in 
supporting and encouraging, not only 
the girls, but the staff.  Her positive and 
cheerful approach to life is missed.  She 
made it her duty to get to know each 
girl and helped to grow her confidence, 
no matter what the sporting code.  

Her efficiency, and the calm and quietly 
confident way in which she conducts 
herself  is commendable.  She is missed 
by all for her caring nature, beautiful 
smile and loyal friendship.  

Durban Girls’ College has lost a very 
special lady and we wish her all the 
best as she continues the next exciting 
chapter in her life.    
     
Tessa McGee 
Loreen Bigara 

Where does one begin to say 
farewell to a colleague who, 
though so young, has had a 

long association with Durban Girls’ 
College, having been schooled at DGC 
until Grade 7, serving as an intern and 
then to return as a teacher? Just as DGC 
is so much a fibre of  Tessa’s being, so 
she is very much a part of  its tapestry.  
One could not have wished for a better 
colleague and friend to have worked 
with.

Chatting to her colleagues, Tessa will 
be remembered for her boundless 
energy, positive attitude, wicked 
sense of  humour, the kindness and 
thoughtfulness shown, and being game 
for anything.  What springs to mind 
is racing in the teachers’ teams at the 
inter-house events, being part of  the 

quiz teams, and taking any opportunity 
to dress up for the occasion – a fraulein 
and Egyptian goddess come to mind!

As a teacher, she has been loved for 
her calm demeanour, her passion for 
her subjects, and making the likes of  
the Anglo-Boer war come to life in her 
classroom.  She has been a dedicated 
netball coach and a true angel to her 
pupils, in particular, her love and care 
for Annie this year.  Her devotion to 
friends and family is admirable, and we 
acknowledge her bravery and faith in 
willingly embracing the next leg of   
the journey.

We have been exceedingly lucky fish 
to have had Tessa in our midst.  Her 
vibrancy, freshness, spontaneity, ‘going 
with the flow’ and taking all in her 
gorgeously long-legged stride will be 
missed, and DGC will not be the same 
without her.  Adieu, anon, until we meet 
again, dear Tess.

         “She believed SHE 
      COULD so she did.”  

- R.S. Grey

Alison Page

Alison Page joined the staff at 
Durban Girls’ College in 2004  
as Head of  Life Sciences. She and 

her husband, Bruce, are both experts 
and leaders in their specialist spheres 
of  this field, and she brought with her 
a wealth of  experience and expertise 
that has enriched all who have had the 
privilege of  working with her. 

Alison has had a huge impact at this 
school and her great love for her 
subject, her passion for teaching,  
her incredible work ethic, her empathy, 
and her very real commitment to her 
students, have ensured her popularity 
and earned her great respect as  
a teacher. 

She is passionate about education and 
embodies all the characteristics that 
exemplify excellence in this profession: 
total dedication, inspiration, creativity,  
and selfless commitment.  

She has the unique ability to cut 
to the very core of  true education, 
always putting the concept of  ‘what is 
educationally sound’ at the heart of  the 
matter.  Alison was always available 
and willing to impart her extensive 
knowledge of  her subject, and to assist 
her students wherever and whenever 
they required extra explanations or 
guidance with examination technique. 

More than that, however, Alison 
understands and upholds the 
importance of  educating for life, and 
her students always left her lessons 
having learned life lessons as well 
as Life Sciences. Her kindness and 
compassion were highlighted in her 
mentoring the Transnet scholarship 
students, and she went far beyond the 
call of  duty in ensuring their smooth 
integration into life at College.  

She formed a very special bond with 
these young ladies and they were 
fortunate indeed to benefit from  
her love and wisdom.  As a colleague, 
Alison is unfailingly kind and 
compassionate, genuinely interested 
in one’s problems, and always willing 
to lend an ear or provide wise counsel.  
She has a sharp wit and the rare ability 
to turn a difficult situation into a light-
hearted matter with a humorous and 
affirming comment. 

She has the happy knack of  seeing the 
funny side of  life, and has entertained 
her fellow staff members with many 
an amusing story.  Her willingness to 
volunteer practical help to anyone in 
need in any sphere of  the school has 
endeared her to one and all. 

Alison leaves DGC after 13 fruitful years 
to take up the position of  Head of  Life 
Sciences at St Mary’s DSG, Kloof  - a 
move which will entail a much shorter 
commute from her home in Waterfall. 
We wish her much happiness and 
fulfilment in this new season.

Moira Campbell

Moira Campbell has had a long 
association with College; as 
a parent, as a locum tenens 

(and she has done many!) and as she 
has been now, a part-time teacher.  
Not many of  the staff know that she 
is part-time, this is testament to her 
character, that everything she does, she 
does 100%.  

Anyone who is friends with her on 
Facebook will notice how her posts and 
photos show such love and happiness, 
and they are based on her amazing 
family. Many of  us were lucky enough 
to teach Samantha and Kirsten- lovely, 
wonderful girls, and proof  that Moira 
and Lex are great parents. 

When you go to the DGC home page 
and scroll through the photos, it is 
fitting that one of  the first photographs 
taken and uploaded is a picture of  the 
Campbell family on Kirsten’s last day 
at College.  They embody the school 
ethos, the family ethos, with such love.  
We were indeed lucky to have Moira 
teach here, she fits in so well, her blood 
is green!

I asked her pupils for some comments 
and feedback on her, and this is what 
they had to say:

“She really is a selfless person.   
She goes out of her way when it comes to 
preparing my Afrikaans class for a test or 
assignment.  She is basically like a second 
mother- well I view her like that because she 
does truly care about her students.”

“One of the most encouraging and motivating 
teachers I have ever had.  She is someone who 
never ever gave up on our class, even though 
we were the lowest one.  She always pushed 
us to do our best, even when we had given up 
on ourselves.  She has always been there for us 
when we needed someone to speak to or just 
get advice from.”

“She is such an amazing personality- she is 
so hardworking and is always putting in the 
extra effort.  And she has such a contagious 
laugh.”

“Best part of her lessons was when we got 
lemonade.” “She has left a lasting impression 
on me.” “She is like our other mother.”

And for me, the most telling:  
“We were lucky to have had her as a teacher”.

Her colleagues had the following to say:
“She is so warm and loving.  When you go to 
her home, you just want to move in and be a 
part of the love.”

“Warm, welcoming wonderful  
woman imbued with loads of sensitivity, 
empathy and kindness. She remodelled an 
OHP trolley to serve as a tea trolley for her  
Koffieklets sessions with the girl”.

Moira, your care and concern for 
everyone is noticed and admired.   
You are one of  the friendliest, kindest 
people to work with.  When I asked for 
input from others for this speech, I 
loved how everyone (first smiled) and 
then repeated the same words:  
kind, caring.

The difference you have made to the 
lives of  the pupils that you taught is 
long lasting.  Your welcoming nature 
and clearly maternal care for them is 
something that they will remember you 
for, forever.  The hard work and effort 
that you made in your second language, 
taught them, by example, to do the 
same.  All the while having a ready 
laugh and a quick sense of  humour.  
And boy is that humour quick!

The Galleon will continue to sail, but we 
have lost a very special member of  our 
crew.  The gangway will never be closed 
to you, and I know that the Captain’s 
bridge will welcome you abroad again.
We will miss you.  
Totsiens en mooi loop.

“Farewell,” they cried, 
“Wherever you fare till 
your eyries receive you 

at the journey’s end!” 
That is the polite thing to 

say among eagles. “May 
the wind under your 

wings bear you where 
the sun sails and the 

moon walks,” answered 
Gandalf, who knew the 

correct reply.” 
- J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit, Or, 

There and Back Again
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Joan Martin Melissa Kirton

Ronel Perks

“I paint my own reality.” - 
Frida Kahlo

I have had the privilege of  being 
associated with Joan since I arrived 
at DGC nine years ago. As a teacher, 

I appreciated her professionalism 
and total commitment to extending 
and challenging her students. As a 
colleague, I valued her questioning 
and expressing her ideas and opinions 
clearly, firmly and honestly. 

Assertive, feisty and often fierce in 
her expression, there is always an 
ability to listen, reason and laugh. 
Joan’s delightful sense of  humour 
and delectable laughter will be sorely 
missed in the corridors and staffroom 
of  this school.

As a friend, I have valued Joan’s loyalty, 
compassion, gentle heart and colourful 
presence in my life. One of  my happiest 
memories is collaborating with Joan 
on some of  the artwork we needed for 
the DGC production of  #ANTIGONE 
in 2015. I was privileged to witness 
the consummate and remarkable 
conceptual artist that is Joan, at work.
Special Joan, I will miss your daily 
presence here at school, but I hope 
to catch you on the parkruns on 
Saturdays, pounding the paved beach 
walkway!

 “Feet, what do I need you 
for when I have wings to 

fly?” - Frida Kahlo

And fly you will, dearest Joan- to new 
adventures, wide explorations and 
thrilling, inspirational new heights! 

Wendy Watson

Mrs Kirton joined DGC at the 
beginning of  2016, teaching 
Accounting to Grades 9, 10, 

11 and 12 pupils in the High School. 
During this short time, she made an 
incredible impact on the girls she 
taught and they will remember her 
fondly for many years to come. Mrs 
Kirton was passionate and enthusiastic 
about her subject and had ‘the patience 
of  Job’. She had a wonderful charisma 
which made it easy for the girls to 
relate to her. She struck the right 
balance between fun and hard work in 
the classroom, and it was evident that 
she enjoyed the girls as much as they 
enjoyed her. 

As Head of  Accounting, Melissa was 
focused, hard-working and showed 
excellent organisational skills. She was 
a team player and always offered her 
assistance with extra-mural activities. 
As a colleague and friend, I have come 
to know Melissa as a warm, authentic 
and trustworthy person who fit in from 
the start. She was truly a breath of  fresh 
air, and in a way, taught me to laugh 
more and not to ‘sweat the small stuff’.

We wish Mrs Kirton everything of  the 
best and much happiness in all she 
undertakes in the future. She will be 
sorely missed. 

Marika Kleyn

When I think of  Ronel, I think 
of  dedication and passion. In 
fact, the following quote by  

 Aristotle comes to mind…

“(Ronel is) what (she) repeatedly (does), 
excellence then is not an act (for her),  
but a habit.” 

Ronel was fiercely dedicated to her 
music students and her choir. We 
all knew too well that she would be 
extremely upset if  we dared to steal 
her choir time! As a gifted artist, 
her passion and love for music was 
contagious and inspired the many girls 

she coached and taught. Ronel had 
energy which was almost superhuman, 
and I often wondered how she managed 
to juggle a million different things at 
the same time. 

As a colleague, Ronel was a ‘bok vir 
sports’ and I’m sure that her cheerful 
presence and sense of  fun will be 
missed by all. Ronel leaves a legacy  
of  extraordinary passion for music. 

Marika Kleyn

Thomas Hagspihl

Thomas, or Mr. H, as was fondly 
referred to, joined College in 
2013 as Executive Head.  His 

quirkiness soon became apparent and 
his colourful ties became symbolic of  
this.  His collection was supplemented 
by staff and girls who returned from 
their travels with ties which they 
believe summed him up! 

One of  these ties featured mathematical 
equations. Maths is, without doubt, one 
of  Thomas’ passions.  He contributed to 
both Senior Primary and High School 
staff and pupils’ Maths skills with the 
many challenges and conundrums he 
set. His involvement in the classrooms 
added another dimension to his time 
at College.  Mrs. Sally Goldman reflects 
on Thomas as being one of  the most 
passionate people with whom she had 
the pleasure and privilege of  working. 
His ability to stretch and bring out the 
best in her and her pupils has had a 
lasting impression on her. He took a 
genuine interest in the lives of  our girls, 
and for this, we will always be most 
grateful.

Thomas cared deeply about staff and 
girls.  He was known to stop along the 
corridors and paths at school to engage 
in a quick chat.  He had the ability to 
know when one was hurting and came 
alongside with a quiet word of  comfort, 
often from Scripture.

His desire to make a difference in 
the lives of  the less fortunate saw 

him befriend Rusty, a homeless man 
suffering from cancer, and about 
whom he spoke with admiration.  He 
kept contact with previous colleagues, 
especially those who were involved in 
community engagement, and it was 
his dream to see College go beyond its 
current involvement to truly make the 
difference required.

A multi-talented man, Thomas also 
played the piano and was once caught 
doing so by a Grade 3 class when he 
sat down to tinkle the ivories in the JP 
Foyer. In the words of  Mrs. Brodie, “he 
was blissfully unaware of  the spell he 
had cast over us.”

Another one of  his loves is trees.  Not 
just any trees, but those he took great 
delight in propagating himself.  Many 
of  us collected seed on trips and then 
Thomas planted and nurtured them, 
and shared with great enthusiasm 
when the first leaves appeared.  His 
love for God’s creation was so evident, 
and he enjoyed nothing more than 
walking and cycling in nature as well 
as listening to and identifying birds he 
encountered. 

Creative photography is another talent 
of  his that some of  us were privileged 
to witness.  A photo he took of  the 
Moses Mabida stadium with the golden 
orb of  the sun suspended in the arch is 
evidence of   
his creativity.

Our best wishes accompany  
Thomas and Marion as they leave us.   
We engage with one another for a 
reason, for a season or for a lifetime.  
Thomas certainly shared a season of  
his life with us.  There was also a  
reason for the time spent together. 
He has impacted some for a lifetime, 
and we thank him for his contribution 
to Durban Girls’ College. 
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In Memory of Nomvelo Dube

Nomvelo Dube was a remarkable 
young woman whose potential 
was moulded and developed 

and finally allowed to shine by the 
Durban Girls’College community, who 
played a very significant role in the 
development of  the fine young woman 
who was a classmate, friend and pupil.

When she first arrived at College, she 
was completely overwhelmed by all 
that was so new to her.  While most 
Grade 8’s new to College and even 
the “Old Girls” find the High School 
intimidating, and so very different from 
what they are used to, Nommie had to 
cope with all of  that and a whole lot 
more – she was acutely aware that her 
background and her primary school 
experiences were unique, and very 
different from those of  her peers.

The technology with which her peers 
seemed so familiar was completely 
foreign to her, and the pace of  learning 
presented many challenges. Living in 
College House away from her beloved 
aunt and family presented its own 
challenges. Given all that she was 
facing in her first weeks at DGC, she 
never made anyone else responsible 
for her situation, neither did she ever 
blame anyone for it. She was never 
self-pitying. Nomie was a young woman 
who epitomized humility and never 
wanted to be the centre of  attention.

Nommie had a determination to 
succeed – she was a woman with real 
‘grit’. Nomvelo’s resilience soon became 
obvious. She worked tirelessly at school 
and at home. When she arrived at DGC, 
realizing that she could improve in 
academics, she spent 4 afternoons a 
week having extra lessons in English 
and Maths – sometimes fitting in 2 
lessons in an afternoon, insisting that 
she would become involved in other 
activities as soon as she was up to speed 
with her academics. 

Nommie never took anything for 
granted, and her abundant gratitude 
for everything was her trademark. 
She never believed anything that 
was positive in her life was her right 
or was owed to her.  She saw all the 
opportunities given to her at DGC 
as very real gifts – they all made her 
eyes light up and generated much 
excitement and enthusiasm within her. 

Her gratitude was always expressed – 
she was one of the few girls who always 
thanked the staff at College House for 
her meals. She was able to find delight 
in small things. Nommie expressed her 
delight and gratitude at something as 
small as having her favourite biscuit 
served at tea.  Nomvelo was unstinting 
in her sensitivity and kindness towards 
others – she always looked out for others.

Nommie displayed an unselfishness 
and unfailing loyalty to her friends, 
and was never judgemental nor critical 
of  others – always being aware of  her 
humanness and cognisant of  all sides 
of  a story. 

Always forgiving, she acknowledged 
that none of  us is faultless. A staff 
member who saw Nomvelo outside of  
the classroom and interacting casually 
with her friends said, -”I never once, 
not ever, heard her saying anything 
nasty or negative to anyone!”

Nomvelo often expressed her love for 
her College House sisters, her teachers, 
friends and classmates, with her 
characteristic sincerity, and her eyes 
would light up and she would smile that 
big beautiful beam of  a smile!
 
When Nommie arrived at DGC, she felt 
a bit out of  her depth and was not very 
happy. Nomvelo left us on 31 July 2016 
a happy, fulfilled and cheerful young 
woman who was determined to make 
a difference at DGC, and in the world! 
She had big dreams and knew that DGC 
was going to play a large role in helping 
her to realise them!  Sadly, we will 
never know how successful she would 
have been, but her gratitude at being 
given the opportunity to attend DGC 
made her determined to make the best 
of  this gift.

DGC is the poorer for having lost this 
beautiful young woman too early. Her 
growth, her happiness at becoming 
part of  this community is, in so many 
ways, a testament to what the pupils 
and staff at DGC did for her in her time 
with us. 

Alison Page
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College House

College House in 2016 was a year 
of  growth, comradeship and 
solidarity. For the five years that 

I was fortunate enough to board at 
College House, I have truly felt at home. 
This is due to the friendly environment 
granted to us by the excellence and 
approachability of  the kitchen and 
cleaning staff, and the commitment 
and love shown to us by Mrs. Small, 
our Head of  Boarding. The friendship 
between College House boarders can 
largely be accredited to the care and 

Row 7: Wangui Ngotho, Nina Mabusela, Paige Wise, Kate Hill, Rachel Williams, Erin Lawson 
Row 6: Bianca Rey, Anele Tembe, Chloe Waller, Nicola McGregor, Jessica Winsper, Ayanda Dlamini, Tara Miller

Row 5: Lisa Kruyshaar, Mvunulo Khumalo, Siphesihle Buthelezi, Samantha Rein, Mikayla Zorich, Rence Jacobs, Ella Friedrich
Row 4:  Olwethu Zondo, Carla Williams, Sinesipho Ngambu, Anne Moxham, Sisanda Mabusela, Georgina Miller, Georgia Jackson,  

Thandekile Tembe, Abigail Metzer
Row 3: Ayaka Poswa, Kelly Corbett, Esihle Zondo, Diyara Prakash, Sophie Rebeck, Miranda Patterson, Jenna Cole, Olivia Rey

Row 2: Afua Aryetey, Elsa Dushime, Georgina Zaloumis, Joscelyn Howard, Lesley Small, Nicola van Loggerenberg, Georgia Guttridge,  
Ntokozo Myeza, Emma Knowler

Row 1: Kira Ribbink, Siyethaba Ngubane, Van (MiMi) Cromarty, Alexia Manduell, Kayla Ribbink, Nomcebo Sibiya, Tao Ellander

College Houseconsistency that goes into maintaining 
College House.

When you join the boarding 
establishment, you join a family, and 
in 2016, our family suffered the loss of  
Nommie, who will be remembered for 
her humility and the loyalty with which 
she regarded her friends. In this unhappy 
time, the intimacy of College House 
was palpable, and those who needed the 
comfort of a friend had sixty ready pairs 
of open arms to choose from.

2016 was also filled with many pleasant 
experiences including trips to the 
beach, College House versus School 
(which resulted in a draw), the annual 
Boarder Ball, the annual Christmas 
market, and the introduction of  the 
College House Marimba Band. 

It is my wish that the year 2016 at 
College House be remembered with 
warmth, nostalgia and harmony.

Nicola van Loggerenberg
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High School

 Leadership

Old Leaders 2016 and
New Leaders 2017

Left to Right: Zara Govender, Sarah Kanamugire, Sandhna Ramklass, Inessa Rajah, Georgina Zaloumis, 
Abigail Metzer, Sandhya Ramchurrun, Thandiwe Ntloko, Kellyn Pincus, Megan Thorrington-Smith.



Page | 5 Page | 6www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Archives
The Archives is a special place 

where thousands of  stories 
and adventures are stored and 

rediscovered by enquiring minds. With 
data ranging from as early as the 1800s 
to present day, the Archives has it all. 

I have had the privilege of  being 
Head of  the Archives this year and I 
worked with a group of  wonderful and 
enthusiastic Grade 11 girls who were 
part of  the committee. 
 
This year, the committee made 
stunning “throwback” posters for Old 
Girls’ Day, and we maintained and 
upheld the Archive Prestige by adding 
in more data for 2016. We also helped to 
find more information for past pupils 
of  Durban Girl’s College who wanted to 
find out more about their history.

Anyone who has been to the Archives 
will know that there are many 
interesting things to see as well as facts 
just waiting to awe you, such as:

• At one stage Durban Girls’ College 
had a Junior Primary with both 
boys and girls. 

• When the Queen visited South 
Africa, some DGC girls had 
gone to welcome her and she 
complimented them on their 
Panama Hats.

•  The inclusion of  mysteries, such  
as the girl who was named the Dux 
of  the School for two consecutive 
years, and discovering the answers 
to them. 

. . . .and the list could go on. 

If  you have not been there yet, I urge 
you to go and indulge yourself  in this 
rich history that we have as a school.  
I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank my committee for being so 
helpful and willing this year. I would 
also like to extend my thanks to Mrs 
Neilson and Ms Blankenburg who  
were with us for part of  this year. 

A big thank you to Mrs Rene Bowyer, 
who is new to the College family  
this year, for her support, guidance and 
encouragement as we fulfilled  
our tasks.  

Lastly, I would like to wish the Head for 
next year, Kiara, and her committee and 
supporting staff members all the best 
for their future and I trust that they will 
continue the good work.

Godspeed the Galleon safely  
on her way.

Nikita Deyal
Head of Archives 2016

“This year, the 
committee made 
stunning “throwback” 
posters for Old Girls’ 
Day and we maintained 
and upheld the Archive 
Prestige by adding in 
more data for 2016. ”

2016 Report

Archives Committee

Row 1: Simira Ransumer, Christine Barrow, Kiyana Bissasser, Gyana Singh, Kiara Lakaram
Row 2: Radhapriya Ramjettan, Kiara Perumal, Nikita Deyal, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Mbali Myeza
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Library
The face of  libraries may be 

continually evolving to meet 
the ever-changing needs of  

the Information Age’s digital natives, 
but the heart remains the same: to 
provide a refuge for reading, research, 
reflection and recreation.

At DGC, the library is a busy, buzzing 
place, where books fly off the shelves 
and space at the computers is usually 
at a premium. The relatively recent 
introduction of  Wi-Fi connectivity and 
the iPad programme has added another 
dimension to the library, enabling the 
girls to use portable devices, as well as 
books and desktop computers, for both 
research and recreational reading.

It has been interesting to observe that, 
while many girls do read books on their 
iPads and Smartphones, ‘old-school’ 
print-on-paper has not yet gone out 
of  style – although the girl curled up 
in an armchair after school, engrossed 
in a paperback, invariably has that 
signature white earbud embedded in 
her ear!

This year we continued the practice of  
having a ‘blended team’ of  monitresses, 
comprising of  mostly new Grade 10 
recruits and a number of  last year’s 
Grade 10 monitresses who elected to 
stay on board for their Grade 11 year. 

Our Grade 12 Head and Vice-Head of  
Library, Attiya Omarjee and Kiara 
Reddy, both began their service to the 
library in their Grade 10 year and were 
therefore well prepared to lead the 2016 
team – and they did a sterling job! 

The lot of  the library monitress is not 
always enviable: she has to maintain a 
balance between appearing welcoming 
and approachable, while being able to 
quell the unruly with a glacial glare;  
she must be able to recommend the 
perfect book to captivate the most 
reluctant of  readers, and identity the 
right book without the benefit of  either 
the title or the author’s name; she 
must know the alphabet backwards 
and forwards (or be able to sing the 
Alphabet Song silently) and, last but 
not least, she must have the strength  
of  a young Amazon in order to shelve 
piles of  books. 

These young ladies earn their badges 
and the 2016 team have fulfilled their 
duties cheerfully and efficiently, 
proving to be a wonderful support  
both to their Heads and to me.  
Thank you, ladies!

On a sad note, one of  our Grade 
10 monitresses, Nomvelo Dube, 
died unexpectedly earlier this year. 
Courageous, kind, a loyal friend, and 
always cheerful despite the many very 
real challenges she faced, Nomvelo’s 
light shone brightly in her small  
corner of  the world and many will  
miss her warmth. 

As I write this report, we have once 
again embarked on the dreaded annual 
stock-take. It is at times like this that 
I realise how many of  our girls read – 
and how many are reluctant to return 
their books! I would be remiss if  I did 
not, at this point, pay tribute to  

Mrs Mercy Kweyama, our library 
assistant, who is a tower of  strength 
and without whom we could not  
offer the service we do. Much loved 
by staff and girls alike, many people 
suspect that ‘Miss Mercy’ really runs 
the library!

If, in years to come, our girls - by then 
proud College Old Girls’ – can look 
back on their school years with fond 
memories of  the library as a safe space 
where they could weave dreams for 
their future, and if  they still seek  
solace between the pages of  an old 
favourite and approach a new book 
with a sense of  excitement, we will  
have done our job. 

Jacci Lewis
Senior Librarian

2016 Report

Senior Library Monitresses

Row 3: Humairaa Khalid; Raeesah Arbee; Zahra Carrim; Nina Mabusela; Isabelle Pattenden; Amy Mungle; Reyhana Jacobs; Kirsten Dorkin
Row 2: Simira Ramsumer; Kiara Reddy (Vice-Head of  Library); Mrs J Lewis; Callula Clay-Smith; Sandhya Ramcharrun

Row 1: Lamees Akoo; Shreya Nathwani; Tara Miller; Nomcebo Sibiya; Nomvelo Dube
Absent: Attiya Omarjee (Head of  Library); Ammaarah Joosab
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Committees
Catering Committee

Caritas Committee

Row 3: Andrea Dolphin , Singila Khosa,  Ruth Thumbi, Georgina Miller, Raeesah Arbee
Row 2: Micaela Kapp, Hawa Bibi, Shreya Dabideen,  Humairoa Khalid

Row 1: Kirsten Dorkin, Isabelle Pattenden,  Amelia Pattenden, Wangui Ngotho, Caitlyn le Grange

Row 2: Mbali Myeza, Tara Miller, Bianca Rey, Callula Clay-Smith
Row 1: Loren Johnston, Mrs Melany Potgieter, Sam Parle

Art Committee

Row 3: Ye Jin Kwon, Emma Dain, Emma Criticos, Cassandra De Abreu, Courtney Gore     
Row 2: Jessica Dawson, Lamis Hassim, Mrs. Joan Martin, Chia-Chi Chen, Lara Rabinowitz 

Row 1: Bianca O’Byrne, Swetha Maharaj, Khevna Rajout 
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Junior Debating

Grade 8 Debating Durban Youth Council

Row 2: Ara Naidoo, Riya Gopal, Andrea Reddy, Diyajal Prakash, Carina Ramlagan, Cenelle Gounden, Afau Aryetey
Row 1: Seyanne Govender, Wayne Schwartz, Anzel Pansegrouw

Row 2: Aalia Kajee, Samira Salduker, Amaarah Amod, Leyyah Jadwat 
Row 1: Simran Singh, Wayne Schwartz, Samishka Reddy

Row 2: Samantha Parle, Maria Corte Portela, Kellyn Pincus
Row 1: Loren Johnston, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Simira Ramsumer

Senior Debating

Row 2: Chelsea Swanepoel, Chanelle Pretorius, Prajna Chowthee, Stahbile Sithole
Row 1: Wayne Schwartz, Ashmira Ramsewak , Aliki Divaris
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IT
We were very excited this 

year to welcome our new IT 
Manager, Denzil Curtis, to 

the Computer Department. Denzil 
and his two assistants are responsible 
for ensuring the smooth running of  
the network and all the computer 
equipment. The school is really 
fortunate to have such a great team 
running its IT, and it is thanks to them 
that the use of  IT integrates so easily 
into daily administrative tasks and 
teaching and learning.

Our network infrastructure at DGC is 
very good and our Wi-Fi is of  enterprise 
standard, with wide coverage across 
the school.  Computers in the computer 
rooms are replaced every four years 
with new ones so our equipment is 
always in good working order and up-
to-date.  The girls really appreciate the 
state-of-the-art computers, and so were 
delighted when all the computers in the 
Senior Computer Room were replaced 
in September.  

The iPad programme now includes 
Grades 9 - 12.  Many innovative projects 
are being done on the iPads, and the 
girls are becoming expert users of  
many of  the different apps.  “App 
smashing” has also become the norm, 
with girls frequently integrating the 
output of  several different apps in 
order to achieve their required finished 
product. The Senior Primary continue 
to make good use of  the bank of  25 
iPads available to them, and the Junior 
Primary are really enthusiastic about 
the use of  their bank of  iPads!

The 2016 Computer Monitresses did 
a great job of  overseeing the use of  
the computers in the Computer Room 
during breaks, and assisting girls with 
homework and any problems they had 
in completing digital projects.  Many 
thanks to them for their hard work and 
commitment this year.

Sue Ausmeier
Head of IT

2016 Report

Culture Kudos

Computer Monitresses

Row 2: Chulumanco Qoboshiyane, Chelsea Swanepoel, Chia Chi Chen, Amkela Makhanya
Row 1: Lamis Hassim (Vice-head), Mrs Marika Kleyn, Mia van Biljon (Head)

Row 2: Maseeha Ally, Samantha Parle, Jennie Van Dyk; Georgia Smith, Jade Lombard, Melokuhle Majozi, Kiara Lakaram
Row 1: Radhapriya Ramjettan, Megan Thorrington-Smith, Khevna Rajput (Head Computer Monitress),  

Georgia Miller, Rénce Jacobs



Page | 15 Page | 16www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Environment Committee

Row 5: Raeesa Suleman, Jennie Van Dyk, Megan Thorrington-Smith, Joscelyn Howard, Jessica Winsper
Row 4: Ntokozo Myeza, Shreya Nathwani, Maria Corte Portela, Christine Barrow, Jena Woodroffe, Loren Johnston
Row 3: Aalia Kajee, Caitlin Lloyd, Zahra Carrim, Courtney Gore, Callula Clay-Smith, Mbali Myeza, Micaela Kapp

Row 2: Shreea Maharaj, Laura Peirson, Cassandra de Abreu, Raeesah Arbee, Catherine O’Flaherty, Puja Pande
Row 1: Demi Donjeany, Reyhana Jacobs, Prajna Chowthee, Miss Harrison, Nina Bulteel, Miya-Belle Zinn, Kimara Naidoo

Poetry Club

Row 3: Gemma Erkskin,Chelsea Swanepoel, Jennie van Dyk, Wangui Ngotho, Alexia Manduell, Sinesipho Ngambu
Row 2: Demi Donjeany, Melokuhle Majozi, Jena Woodroffe, Ashmira Ramsewak, Reyhana Jacobs, Mbali Myeza, Holly Munks

Row 1: Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Sarah Kitching, Ms Parvathy Naidu, Thandeka Gumede, Gemma Early

Committees

Spirit Committee

Row 3: Chulumanco Qoboshiyane, Nicola Cooper, Kaylee Dry, Olivia Thompson, Ntokozo Myeza, Amy Ellis
Row 2: Anna Cochrane, Nambitha Bolani (Head of  Spirit), Mrs Campbell-Gillies, Sarah Kanamuguire, Lara Rabinowitz

Row 1: Amkela Makhanya, Georgina Zaloumis, Miya-Belle Zinn, Sthabile Sithole, Nina Bulteel, Itumeleng Qholosha
Absent: Lusanda Ndlovu, Wangui Ngotho, Ayanda Dlamini
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Marketing Committee

The Lookout

Row 4: Rebecca Perrot, Maria Corte-Portella, Wangui Ngotho, Jehnara Naidoo, Ayanda Dlamini, Olivia Thomson
Row 3: Cassandra de Abreu, Callula Clay-Smith, Zahra Carrim, Loren Johnstone, Kourtney Gore, Georgina Miller, Ayanda Maphumulo

Row 2: Sthabile Sithole, Natasha Viera, Humairah Amojee, Nicola Cooper, Kiara Perumal, Maseeha Ally
Row 1: Demi Donjeany, Yamika Archary, Amkela Makhanya, Mrs Dawn Cameron, Chulumanco Qoboshiyane,  

Thandiwe Ntloko, Swetha Singh

Row 3: Diyajal Prakash, Ruth Thumbi, Ayanda Dlamini, Emma Herbert, Georgina Zaloumis, Diyara Prakash
Row 2: Jessica Dawson, Glenda Watt, Layla Lombard (Editor of  ‘The Lookout’), Ashmira Ramsewak, Inessa Rajah

Row 1: Amy Mungle, Chia Chi Chen, Chanelle Pretorious, Abigail Metzer

Hall Management 1

Hall Management 2

Row 2: Megan Thorington-Smith, Sarah Kruger, Sarah Hampson, Casey-May Lewis, Suzzana Spooner 
Row 1: Kiyana Bissasser, Isabella Holmes, Sandhya Ramcharrun

Row 2: Casey-May Lewis, Megan Thorington-Smith, Sarah Hampson, Suzzana Spooner, Sandhya Ramcharrun
Row 1: Sarah Kruger, Wayne Schwartz, Isabella Holmes, Kiyana Bissasser
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SCA

IDF

Row 3: Jade Busse, Rence Jacobs, Wangui Ngotho, Kenya Corte Portela, Mikayla Edgely, Abigail Metzer, Amy Michau
Row 2: Emma Sharratt, Georgia Smith, Megan Thorrington-Smith, Miss Michelle Edgcumbe, Itumeleng Qholosha,  

Darielle Pillay, Phumi Khumalo
Row 1: Arin Pincus, Callula Clay-Smith, Jamie Mower, Samantha Parle, Georgina Miller

Inreach

Grade Mentors

Row 2: Jessica Dawson, Olivia Thomson, Caroline Dowsett, Ashmira Ramsewak
Row 1: Kaitlyn Sodalay, Chanelle Pretorius, Mev Charmaine Jansen, Nirvana Govender

Row 3: Reyhana Jacobs, Glenda Watt, Chelsea Swanepoel, Ashmira Ransewak
Row 2: Mbali Myeza, Humairaa Khalid, Olivia Banda, Gatesi Muligande, Kirsten Dorkin

Row 1: Raeesah Arbee, Sinesipho Gambu, Seyanne Govender
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Outreach
Community Engagement

This quote encapsulates our 
Community Engagement 
activities at DGC.  This large 

portfolio embraces the support of  all 
kinds of  worthy causes. And of  course, 
we’d love to be able to help them all.  
However, each year careful thought 
must be given to the planning of  the 
projects we take on, in order to be 
effective and wise stewards of  what we 
have. 
 
In each phase there are a variety of  
community engagement initiatives 
which the girls are encouraged to 
support.  Some of  these are the same 
each year, and some are once-off – but 
all are given special time and attention 
as we seek to be a blessing to others 
in our immediate community and to 
others further afield.
 
Some highlights from 2016 include the 
following:

Valentine’s projects: The JP and SP 
enjoyed a Valentine’s Civvies Day, and 
the ‘fee’ for this was a second-hand pair 
of  shoes for Kusa Kusa Primary school.  
The Grade 3 girls, in particular, interact 
with Kusa Kusa pupils during the year 
in various ways.  The shoes were taken 
to Kusa Kusa and several families 
assisted with the distribution of  new 
shoes to their delighted recipients.

Water Crisis: The HS C/E and 
Environmental committees joined 

forces to collect and donate water 
to Ezemvelo KZN. The water was 
distributed to a school in northern 
KZN that did not benefit from 
water collection projects by other 
organisations.

Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni:  The 
nursery schools with whom we 
have such history have felt quite 
disconnected from us in recent past.  
As such the Old Girls’ Guild, which 
has a sub-committee responsible for 
keeping in touch with these schools 
and assisting them in various ways, has 
undertaken to improve communication 
between DGC and the nursery schools.  
This began in 2016 with creating a 
professional video which can be used 
to give DGC girls and staff an overview 
of  the history of  and running of  the 
schools, especially in the run-up to the 
annual Old Girls’ Street Collection in 
March.

As a proactive step towards increasing 
this relationship, the Grade 7 teachers 
arranged an outing in April for the 
Grade 7 girls to spend time with the 
Grade R children from the Enkuliso and 
Ekujabuleni nursery schools at Peoples 
Park.  They brought second-hand 
storybooks to read with the children 
and then gave the books to them to take 
home.  The Old Girls’ Guild supported 
the outing by providing refreshments.  
This could be a meaningful event in 
future years, which then builds into 
the Grade 8 focus on these schools, 
culminating in their annual Christmas 
party in the park.  Further to this, a 
contingent of  high school girls visited 
Enkuliso on the occasion of  their 70th 
birthday in June.  Armed with cake, 

various toys and stationery supplies, as 
well as teacher pamper packs, the girls 
joined in with the children’s classes 
before we all gathered together for the 
presentation of  the gifts to the staff.  
They were overwhelmed by the simple 
tokens of  appreciation.  The girls loved 
seeing the place they often hear about, 
and made lots of  little friends that 
morning.

Grade 5 cake sale for Rippon:  The 
proceeds from this annual cake sale 
are given to Rippon School in the 
Overport area. Claire McCormack (ex 
DGC mum) and Belinda Perrot (present 
parent) go into this school weekly to 
teach art lessons to the Grade 3 pupils. 
When they arrived there, they had no 
facility and no stationery with which to 
teach art. The Grade 5 girls took on the 
initiative to raise money for them so 
that we are able to buy paint, brushes, 
paper, glitter, etc. 

Hospice “Sponsor a Nurse”:  Partial 
beneficiary of  2015’s DGC Day, Hospice 
‘Sponsor a Nurse’ Campaign allocated 
DGC a nurse, Sister Kash.  She came 
to meet the Community Engagement 
Committee in April to chat about her 
role at Hospice and answer questions 
related to her day-to-day tasks. 
 
The School SleepOUT:  Linked with 
the CEO SleepOUT, which takes 
place annually in Johannesburg, 
approximately 25 HS girls participated 
in the 2016 School SleepOUT.  
DGC was the only school in KZN 
to do so.  This event attempts to 
raise awareness on the issue of  
homelessness, create increased 
perspective and gratitude, and  

provide opportunity to support a  
local charity of  choice.

SPCA collection:  The JP and SP  
were thrilled to have a visit from The 
Amazing Dog Show in June, which 
ended a week-long collection of  pet 
food in both phases.  The collected 
items were presented to grateful 
representatives from the SPCA.
 
Support Staff Gratitude Tea:  Though 
not strictly Outreach, this event has 
become an annual highlight early in 
the 4th term.  It is run by the Grade 5 
classes and provides a tea and some 
special goodies for all support staff on 
the premises.  From 2017, this will be 
added to the Inreach portfolio.

Sanitary Wear Campaign:  The HS 
Community Engagement Committee 
began fundraising in Term 3 for a 
campaign they feel passionately about.  

Early in 2017 they partnered with Subz, 
an organisation which produces and 
distributes re-usable sanitary wear,  
so as to provide for girls who miss 
school monthly as they cannot afford 
to buy disposable sanitary wear.  They 
were pleased to hand over R10000 to 
Subz in February 2017.
 
A big thank you to the High School 
Community Engagement Committee of  
2016, and their Head and Vice, Shreya 
Dabideen and Sthabile Sithole, for 
all their behind-the-scenes ideas and 
commitment to a challenging portfolio.  
Thank you also to the staff members, 
parents and girls in all 3 phases who 
love helping others and who supported 
these initiatives, and many others, 
throughout the year. 

“Do small things with 
great love” 
– Mother Teresa

Outreach Committee

Row 5: Zara Govender, Anna Panzegrouw, Emma Herbert, Sarah Kanamagurie, Seyanne Govender, Callula Clay-Smith
Row 4: Kiara Lakaram, Raeesah Arbee, Glenda Watt, Olivia Banda, Chia Chi Chen, Zahra Carrim, Aaliya Lockhat

Row 3: Humairah Amojee, Nina Bulteel, Andrea Dolphin, Ruth Tumbi, Simira Ramsumer, Jessica Boonzaier
Row 2: Alex McCabe, Shreya Dabideen, Ms Michelle Edgcumbe, Sthabile Sithole, Rae McCabe
Row 1: Micaela Kapp, Kristi van Straaten, Miya-Belle Zinn, Caitlin Honeywell, Zah’ra Seedat
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SRC
2016 has been a year where we 

have had to stand with integrity 
and determination in the face of  

periodic opposition. Whether it was to 
organise a gender-equality day or to 
implement a new, inclusive hair-policy, 
the SRC has stood firm in its resolve to 
ensure that the voices and opinions of  
all students are heard. 

In keeping with the country’s move 
to minimize racial tension, the 
SRC encouraged girls to support 
the idea of  an equal society, united 
in its differences through the 
#RacismStopsWithUs Campaign. This 
was our attempt to challenge racism 
at a school level. The campaign in no 
way attempted to overshadow the 
importance of  racial discussion, but 
rather served as a reminder that racism 
should not divide us, be it on the sports 
field, in the classroom or through 
performing arts. 

We took the decision to make our Hair 
Policy more inclusive, and after the 
Pretoria Girls’ High School’s policy was 
challenged, it became more apparent 
that we follow through with this 
decision. We engaged rigorously with 
various stakeholders to ensure that 
there was appropriate representation 
with minimal bias. 

In addition to the Hair Policy, the 
need to review the school’s Badge 
and Colours Policy became evident. 

The SRC played an important role in 
ensuring that the needs of  both the 
students and school management were 
met. The SRC ensured that whilst the 
Badge Policy allowed for recognition of  
school-related activities, the modified 
Colours Policy recognised the effort 
that girls put into out-of-school 
activities. 

Approximately 5 million schoolgirls 
in South Africa are denied access to 
sanitary pads, and this impacts their 
school lives negatively. With the help 
of  Subpadz, and working alongside 
Community Engagement, we raised 
an estimated R6000 and were able to 
provide 32 girls with reusable sanitary 
pads. We are positive that the school 
will endorse this initiative for the 
future.  

The HeForShe Day formed our SRC’s 
annual project, with the focus being 
gender equality. We held a morning 
event wherein we invited a guest 
speaker, whose research areas included 
gender and women empowerment, 
to address the students. Thereafter, 
we collaborated with Clifton College 
in order to engage in activities and 
encourage gender-equality discussions.
 
Whilst it was clear that gender 
inequality is a very real issue, and that 
gender stereotypes are endorsed and 
encouraged even at a school level, we 
were confident that we encouraged girls 

2016 Report

and boys to broaden their mindsets and 
join the movement towards creating 
more gender-equal societies. We 
received recognition for our valuable 
contribution to creating gender-equal 
societies from the United Nations! An 
indication of  the success of  this venture 
can be measured by the fact that it 
has now been incorporated into both 
schools’ calendars as an annual event.

It has been a productive year with many 
lessons learnt, and we are confident 
that we have further established the 
SRC’s position and importance in the 
school. We would like to place on record 
our gratitude to Mrs Pentecost, who 
was a constant source of  motivation 
and guidance. We would also like to 
commend our council members on 
their maturity and their valuable 
contributions throughout the year. We 
hope that the dialogue and initiatives 
that the SRC has ignited will aid in 
speeding “the Galleon safely on its way”. 

Zara Govender & Sadhna Ramklass 
Head and Vice-Head of SRC 2016

Row 3: Gatesi Muligande, Chanelle Pretorius, Sarah Kanamugire, Jocelyn Howard, Casey Smart
Row 2: Ara Naidoo, Rebekah Torrens, Jena Woodroffe, Kellyn Pincus, Thandiwe Ntloko, Jaime Altshuler

Row 1: Caroline Dowsett, Zara Govender (Head of  SRC), Mrs Fiona Pentecost, Sadhna Ramklass (Vice Head of  SRC), Phumelele Khumalo
Absent: Emma Sharratt

SRC 2016
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Drama & 
Performing 
Arts

Theatre does many things. It 
entertains, uplifts, disturbs 
and challenges us on all 

levels; emotionally, viscerally and 
psychologically. It offers opportunities 
for us to grow, question, debate, laugh 
and cry… to be human.

It seems that this thinking inspired 
the scriptwriters of  the House Plays 
this year. The 6 houses divided up into 
3 teams and wrote scripts on topics 
of  their choice to provide an exciting 
vehicle for exhibiting a variety of  
talents in acting, singing, dance and 
movement. The three teams Churchill-
Rutherford, Greenacre-Cottam 
and Palmer-Hunter tackled issues 
around fate, gang violence, abusive 
relationships and power struggles.

The Adjudication panel comprised of  
Ms Jessica Sole, who is a DGC Old Girl 
(2008) and accomplished professional 
actress, well-respected in the South 
African theatre world; Miss Kathryn 
Smith; Miss Petra Conrads and  
Ms Watson. Congratulations to the 
prize-winners.

The Annabelle Nichol Trophy for Best Actress:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Kwanisayi Mandimutsira
Abigail Metzer

The Jodi Edmunds Trophy for  
Best Director/s:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Cassandra Erasmus
Thandeka Gumede

Trophy for Best Play:
GREENACRE-COTTAM

Outstanding Versatility in Performance:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Jennie Van Dyk, Dina Simpson, 
Kaela Simpson

Highly Commended Performance:
Thandeka Gumede [HUNTER-PALMER]
Gyana Singh [HUNTER-PALMER]
Ruth Thumbi [GREENACRE-COTTAM]

Outstanding Script and concept:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Thandeka Gumede

Outstanding Choreography
and Dancing:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Hannah Oberholzer

Outstanding Dance Item:
[HUNTER-PALMER]
Hannah Oberholzer, Lori Niemand
Megan Thorrington-Smith, 
Lauren Tindall

Dance item Highly Commended:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Georgia Rodger, Dina Simpson, 
Roxy Thornton

Outstanding Musical Arrangement  
and Performance:
GREENACRE-COTTAM

Outstanding Musician and Singer:
[GREENACRE-COTTAM]
Wangui Ngotho

Highly Commended Accompanist:
[GREENACRE-COTTAM]
Samantha Parle

Commended Accompanist:
[RUTHERFORD-CHURCHILL]
Kaela Simpson

Culture Kudos, as always, revealed 
the multiple talents of  our girls, 
who entertained the audience with a 
vast array of  dance styles, music and 
singing, and slam poetry. Thanks to 
the Culture Kudos Committee and Mrs 
Campbell-Gilles for their organisation 
of  the event.

On the 24th July, the Grade 12 girls 
attended the Dramatic Arts Winter 
School at Thomas More School, which 
the girls always find of  immense 
academic support prior to Trial and 
Final exams. The Winter School has 
lecturers addressing the matriculants 
on their set plays and exam techniques.
The Grade 12 girls performed their 
Final IEB Practical programmes on the 
23rd September. 

The Grade 10 and 11 Drama pupils 
watched these exams, as they are then 
able to see the very high standard of  
work they need to strive for when they 
get to Grade 12. The Grade 12 parents 
were there to support the girls and 
they provided a warm and receptive 
audience.  The Grade 12 girls excelled 
and we are very proud of  them. 

Theatre outings are always special. 
The Grades 10-12 Drama girls saw the 
spectacular Kickstart production of  
“Into The Woods” in April, and we were 
visited by the multi-award winning 
Director of  the show, Steven Stead, who 
chatted to us about the concept and 
rehearsal process of  the show - what a 
treat! 

The Grade 11 Drama girls and I attended 
a National Theatre Live production at 
the Cinema Nouveau in October. We 
saw “The Threepenny Opera” – a play 
by the German playwright, Brecht, 
done in his unique theatrical style, 
which the girls will study in Matric. 
What wonderful grounding for our girls 
to witness first-hand, as if  we were in 
that theatre in London!

The Grade 11 Drama girls and I  
attended the Hilton Jongozi Arts 
Festival on the 16th September, and 
came away stimulated and excited  
after seeing three outstanding shows. 

I also took the Grade 11 Drama girls to 
see their first National Theatre Live 
production at the Cinema Nouveau 
in October, and we saw a brilliant live 
performance of  “The Threepenny 
Opera” which sparked much discussion. 
The playwright, Brecht, will be studied 
by these girls in Grade 12, so I was 
thrilled with this unique opportunity 
for them to witness his unique style on 
a world-class stage.

Thank you to the 2016 Head of  Drama, 
Amy Ellis, for her responsible help 
and willing support this year. I also 
thank the Drama Committee for their 
assistance.  2017 is on its way and 
Thandeka Gumede takes over now  
as Head of  Drama and Wangui Ngotho 
is the Vice Head.

Auditions for “SNOOPY, THE 
MUSICAL!” are underway- this will be 
staged at DGC in the last week of  March 
2017, and we look forward to support 
from the JP, SP and HS, and their 
families and friends, as this is a show 
for everyone! 

We look forward to a year ahead filled 
with exciting and challenging prospects 
in Drama and the Performing Arts!

Ms W. Watson
Subject Head: Dramatic Arts
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Why it Matters 
Be Mindful of Music

Music
Education

Music is a language that 
everyone speaks and 
understands.  We need to be 

mindful of  the value of  music at school 
level as a means of  self-expression, and 
as a means to engage in higher order 
thinking skills. As educators, we have 
a duty to do our utmost to provide our 
students with opportunities to explore 
and develop music as a powerful tool 
towards future success. 

It is a known fact that in Hungary, 
Japan and the USA the schools 
who produce the highest academic 
achievement spend at least 20% of  the 
day engaged in the Arts, with special 
emphasis on Music. Pupils who dance, 
sing or learn to play an instrument 
in addition to learning music theory 
engage both the left and right 
hemisphere of  the brain. 

Furthermore, the pupils are also 
exposed to the following:

• Integration of  the mind,  
body and spirit 

• Connection of  instructions with 
immediate reflection and ultimate 
assessment 

• Development of  independent 
thinking and collaboration 

• Social skills and life-long 
friendships 

• Awareness of  the rich cultural 
heritage to draw from 

Our Choirs, Orchestras and Marimba 
Bands delighted their audiences this 
year while on their respective tours to 
the KZN Midlands, the Southern Cape 
Province and to Empangeni.  Regular 
concerts at Durban Girls’ College 
ensured that our parents were able to 
enjoy their daughter’s participation in 
our music functions.   

One of  our highlights was a combined 
concert with the Drakensberg Boys’ 
Choir School on 19th June. In view 
of  this liaison, the DGC choirs have 
already ensured an invitation to 
perform at the Drakies’ annual  
MIMS Festival in 2017. 

Stunning results were achieved 
as our soloists took to the stage 
during the year in their various 
practical examinations, concerts 
and competitions organised by our 
music staff, the SASMT and the local 
Eisteddfodau. 

Once again, we celebrate our top 
achievers such as Samantha Parle 
(Rising Stars Concert soloist), Rachel 
Wedderburn-Maxwell (UNISA list 
of  Honour), Milla di Paolo and Sarah 
Sparks (“Winnie the Pooh” and “The 
Sound of  Music” at the Playhouse). 
On a Provincial level, nineteen of  our 
College musicians were either members 
of  the KZN Youth Orchestra, the Wind 
Band or the Choir.

No fewer than a total of  35 dedicated 
music students were prepared by our 
music staff to sit the Trinity, UNISA and 
ABRSM music theory exams during 
the course of  the year. The delicate 
balance between the practical aspect of  
music development with a comparable 
theoretical understanding is of  
enormous importance, and should be 
recognised and pursued by all serious 
music students and their teachers. 

Sadly, we bid farewell to music staff 
who plan to relocate and re-organise 
their various roles in the music world.  
They are: Jeff Judge (Saxophone), Tania 
Borman (Admin Assistant), Kim Siedle 
(HS Accompanist), Ross Meintjes 
(Guitar), Snoekie du Plessis (Voice), 
Cathy Peacock (HS Orchestra). 

As my retirement looms and a new 
era dawns, I confidently hand over the 
reins to Johan Grobler who will take 
over as Director of  HS Music, and Petra 
Conrads, who will take charge of  the 
SP Music and the running of  the Music 
Department. I have every confidence in 
their joint creative ability and talent, 
and wish them well for a bright future.

A special word of  thanks to the Music 
staff, in particular Tania Borman, who 
generously gave of  their time and 
talent to be mindful of  the growth of  
music in our school. Thank you for your 
support and love. 

I extend my best wishes and heartfelt 
thanks to the full DGC staff and all the 
girls, past and present, who filled my 
days with laughter, friendship and deep 
moments of  joy. 

May you keep well, be happy and content.  

May you be filled with kindness to others,  
be mindful of music and may you stay  
forever young. 

Ronél Perks
Director of Music  

The Voice Company

Row 2: Gillian Nicolson, Georgina Saulez, Emily Thomson
Row 1: Amber Coull, Sarah Kitching, Chelsea Swanepoel
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HS Orchestra

KZN Music Representatives

Row 4: Emily Thomson, Tara Miller, Shannon Verster, Nina Kruse, Wangui Ngotho, Seyanne Govender, Stephanie Atherton
Row 3: Janelle Janse van Rensburg, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Riya Gopal, Callula Clay-Smith, Samantha Parle,  

Almira Abdool-Samad, Thandiwe Moyo, Nicole Hume
Row 2: Inessa Rajah, Chelsea Swanepoel, Nicola Peirson, Cathy Peacock, Amber Coull, Mia-Belle Zinn, Chia Chi Chen

Row 1: Gemma Early, Amy Michau, Andrea Reddy, Ara Naidoo, Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell, Mbal’enhle Mantshongo

Row 3: Andrea Reddy, Emily Thomson, Nicole Hume, Nina Kruse, Wangui Ngotho, Mbal’enhle Mantshongo,  
Alexia Manduell, Callula Clay-Smith

Row 2: Amber Coull, Chia Chi Chen, Miya-Belle Zinn, Kim worth, Chelsea Swanepoel
Row 1: Dina Simpson, Almira Abdool-Samad, Cenelle Gounden, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Samantha Parle

A Capella

Guitar Group

Row 2: Amkhela Makhanya, Caitlin Honeywell, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Lusanda Ndlovu, Siyethaba Ngubane, Masiyenze Mpisi
Row 1: Mbali Jula, Sinesipho Ngambu, Yaa Gyima, Sithobile Maphala 

Absent: Farah Yassin, Nontando Moshesh

Row 2: Jennie van Dyk, Samantha Parle, Wangui Ngotho
Row 1: Callula Clay-Smith, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Abigail Metzer
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Senior Music Leaders

African Music Ensemble

Row 2:  Chelsea Swanepoel, Kellyn Pincus, Jayde Owens, Julia Denissen, Simira Ramsumer
Row 1: Swetha Singh, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Ronél Perks, Amber Coull, Nicola Peirson

Row 2: Thandeka Gumede, Masiyenze Mpisi, Afua Aryetey, Wangui Ngotho, Jennie van Dyk, Thandiwe Moyo, Demi Donjeany
Row 1: Kwanisayi Mandimutsira, Thandiwe Ntloko, Jayde Owens, Deneo Mosery, Ayanda Dlamini 

HS Choir

Row 8: Jamie Mower, Janelle Janse van Rensburg, Anna Pansegrouw, Gillian Nicolson, Nina Mabusela, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen, 
Nina Kruse, Jennie van Dyk

Row 7: Thandekile Tembe, Mabl’enhle Mantshongo, Nkeiruka Buthelezi, Jenna Stichelbaut, Chloë King, Wangui Ngotho, Josie Middleton, 
Seyanne Govender, Angela Hadebe  

Row 6: Simira Ramsumer, Sandhya Ramcharrun, Georgina Miller, Nomvulo Dube, Siphesihle Buthelezi, Chelsea Utermark, Olivia Saulez,  
Julia Lewis, Georgina Saulez, Emily Thomson

Row 5: Micaela Kapp, Onobuntu Makwanazi, Olwethu Zondo, Taryn Naidoo, Samantha Parle, Farah Yassin, Afua Arytey,  
Callulla Clay-Smith, Leandri Kleyn

Row 4: Mbali Jula, Thandiwe Moyo, Reyhana Jacobs, Gyana Singh, Andrea Reddy, Rethabile Moshesh, Rebekah Torrens,  
Sithobile Maphalala, Ketanya Chetty

Row 3: Diyara Prakash, Caitlin Padyachee, Cenelle Gounden, Jaime Altshuler, Jordan Savic, Puja Pande, Klara Robertson, Gemma Early,   
Sthabile Sithole, Revati Gounden

Row 2:  Natalia Genas, Amber Coull, Chelsea Swanepoel, Swetha Maharaj, Roxy Thornton, Ronél Perks, Kim Worth, Julia Denissen,  
Diyajal Prakash, Deneo Mosery , Demi Donjeany

Row 1: Kayla Simpson, Dina Simpson, Brittany Feuilherade, Sarah Kanamugire, Jayde Owens, Caroline Dowsett, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira
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HS Marimba Band

The Concert Band 1

Row 2:  Kereena Bhana, Singita Khosa, Josie Middleton, Jennie van Dyk, Emily Thomson, Afua Aryetey, Gemma Early
Row 1: Christine Barrow, Antonia Grindrod, Master Calvin Human, Callula Clay-Smith, Kellyn Pincus

Row 3: Kayleigh Batohi, Sophie Bresler, Sisanda Mabusela, Sophie Rebeck, Ayaka Poswa, Ciarla Scheepers
Row 2: Sarah Sparks, Melissa Githinji, Master Calvin Human, Chloe Waller, Jamie Anderson 

Row 1: Sonali Naidoo, Shannon Blades, Ella Macpherson, Talia Schneiderman, Mishara Naidoo, Sibusisiwe Mazibuko
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Sport

2016 has proved to be an exciting 
and entertaining year for sport, 
both internationally and here 

at Durban Girls’ College. Set against 
the colourful background of  the Rio 
de Janeiro Olympic Games, the DGC 
Sports teams and athletes flourished 
and performed to their potential. 

In the spirit of  the Olympic Games, the 
DGC athletes showed their true colours 
by competing with pride for their 
school, passion for their sports, and 
respect for their opponents. With over 
130 KZN Provincial Representatives 
and 17 South African Representatives/
Selections competing locally and 
internationally, these girls excelled in 
their disciplines and were exceptional 
ambassadors for DGC.

Our Swimming teams had yet another 
excellent year. The High School 
Swimming team placed 2nd at the 
Annual National Aquatics Festival and 
won the local Durban and Districts 
Girls’ A Gala for the 11th consecutive 
year. The Senior Primary A team 
swimmers won their Durban and 
Districts Girls’ A League Gala, while 
the Senior Primary B swimming team 
placed 2nd in the Durban and District 

Girls’ D League Gala. We congratulate 
all the swimmers who gave their all for 
their team, as well as those who went 
on to compete individually, at Level 3 
Galas and at Junior and Senior level 
National Galas.

Continuing with Aquatics, the Water 
Polo teams also excelled in the pool. 
With all our teams competing in 
national tournaments throughout the 
year, the 1st team enjoyed a particularly 
successful 12 months. They placed 
3rd overall in the Annual National 
Aquatics Festival Water Polo section, 
won the prestigious St Peter’s Girls’ 
Tournament, placed 7th at the Reddam 
u19 Girls’ tournament, and finished 
7th at the St Stithian’s 1st Team 
Tournament! The u13 team played 
exceptionally well at the St Stithian’s 
tournament, placing 2nd overall 
in the u13 Girls’ section.  The DGC 
teams surpassed all expectations, and 
continued to grow and perform well in 
all the local league games.

Tennis at DGC continues to develop in 
strength and depth, as proven by the success 
of the 2016 High School and Senior Primary 
Tennis Championships, held at Westridge 
on a beautiful, sunny Saturday morning. 

The standard of  tennis was exceptional 
and allowed all the league players to 
excel, driving the teams forward for the 
doubles league, through to the singles 
league. 

Netball remains a popular sport at DGC 
and our teams enjoyed considerable 
success in the Action Netball League.  
From the u10 team to the 1st team, 
our players brought home a variety of  
bronze, silver and gold medals in Term 
1. Following on from the successful 
Action Netball season, the 1st team 
went on to perform admirably in the 
Independent Schools’ Sports Festival 
hosted by St Stithian’s College (JHB). 

With hockey being a highlight on the 
Olympic sports calendar, our DGC 
teams were eager for the season to get 
underway, from the youngest Grade 1 
girls to the 1st team players. 

The year got off to a good start with 8 
DGC teams competing in the Indoor 
Hockey league and the u14 team 
finishing first in their age group. The 
outdoor season was busy and exciting, 
with all girls giving their best for their 
teams. The u16 A and u14 A teams were 
undefeated in their league matches. 

The 1st team placed 3rd overall in the 
league, making DGC the overall league 
winners. The 1st team also played in the 
final of  the Regional Spar Tournament, 
losing narrowly in a nail-biting finish. 
The u13 team led the Senior Primary 
in a successful season where new skills 
were mastered in both the indoor and 
outdoor versions of  the game. 

Squash, Badminton and Soccer 
continue to grow and develop alongside 
the girls’ growing acceptance of  and 
enthusiasm for year-round, life-long 
exercise. These sports encourage team 
interaction with a high level of  skill and 
continue to be popular sports at DGC.

Synchronised Swimming is proving to 
be an exciting prospect for our Aquatics 
athletes, with our girls who compete 
internationally in this discipline, 
serving as inspiring role-models to 
aspiring swimmers. The DGC Synchro 
Club competes in national competitions 
from u9 to Open age groups and looks 
to continue its successes in the years  
to come.

Athletics Days are always a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase our exciting 
talent and school spirit - and this year 
was no exception! DGC also hosted the 
well-known Sugar Relay and won it for 
the 3rd consecutive year, highlighting 

Head of Sport Report

Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole 
the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, 
olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy found in effort, the 
educational value of good example and respect for universal fundamental ethical 
principles. – The Olympic Committee

the success that is achieved by our girls 
on the tartan track. 

The Inter-House events that occur 
throughout the year are highly-
anticipated (and highly contested!) 
fixtures on the school calendar, 
combining fun with competition and  
a whole heap of  spirit! The Cock House 
Cup for the Overall Winning House 
in 2016 was awarded to Greenacre 
for a truly exceptional performance 
throughout the year. 

Another annual highlight of  the DGC 
sporting year is the Sports Awards 
Dinner. This year the guest speaker was 
DGC legend, Mrs Barbara Dowell, who 
dazzled the guests with her witty and 
impressive account of  sport through 
the years. Mrs Dowell’s achievements 
are truly exceptional and DGC will 
always be grateful for her contribution 
to Aquatics at the school, not only with 
the technical aspects of  coaching, but 
also for her extensive knowledge and 
unfailing support.

Sport at DGC in 2016 was an exciting 
adventure and, just like the athletes at 
the Olympic Games, our girls competed 
fiercely and fearlessly to produce their 
best possible performances on the track, 
on the playing fields, and in the pool. 
 

Their commitment to their teams and 
their individual grit and determination 
were evident on a daily basis – every 
DGC athlete can take pride in her 
achievements. 

Unlike the Olympic flame that is 
extinguished at the end of  each Games, 
the fire that is the spirit of  DGC sport 
remains forever unquenched, burning 
more brightly every year.
  
We are eagerly anticipating the 
sporting exploits at DGC in 2017!
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Sport 
Photos

HS Athletics Touring Team HS House Captains

Row 2: Singita Khosa, Rénce Jacobs, Amber Schlebusch, Ashlee Meyer
Row 1: Shannon Verster, Lara Rabinowitz, Kayla Ribbink, Ms. Wilma van Niekerk, Cassidy Williamson, Phumelele Khumalo 

Row 3: Nicola MacDonald, Georgia Gutteridge, Isabella Holmes, Kaylee Dry
Row 2: Amber Coull, Kim Worth, Alexandra  McCabe, Rae McCabe, Kate Tindall, Mia-Bella Zinn

Row 1: Deneo Mosery, Tayla Mottram, Caroline Dowsett, Teagan McFall, Cayla Hill, Nicola Cooper
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Hockey 1st Team

Action & Outdoor Netball

Row 3: Georgia Cloete, Casey Smart, Megan McCarthy, Tayla Mottram, Cassandra Erasmus
Row 2: Laura Jackson, Nicola Cooper, Ashleigh Thomas, Britney Nel, Erin Wheal, Lori Niemand

Row 1: Georgia Gutteridge, Teagan McFall, Mrs Doherty-Bigara, Caroline Meek, Rose Church

Row 2: Olivia du Plessis, Georgia Smith, Erin Lawson, Shannon Verster, Sarah Hampson, Ayanda Dlamini 
Row 1: Nicola van Loggerenberg, Zara Govender, Sarah Kanamugire, Kirsten Gammie, Thandiwe Ntloko

HS Sports Captains

Water Polo 1st Team

Row 3: Glenda Watt, Cassidy Williamson, Teagan McFall, Sarah Kanamugire, Lara Rabinowitz, Nicola MacDonald
Row 2: Rose Church, Amelia Pattenden, Caroline Meek, Georgina Zaloumis, Chia Chi Chen, Inessa Rajah
Row 1: Natacha Vieira, Tayla Mottram, Kirsten Gammie, Caroline Dowsett, Cayla Hill, Nicola MacDonald

Row 3: Rachel Williams, Sarah Hampson, Emma Herbert, Brittney Mottram
Row 2: Georgia Cloete, Cassandra Erasmus, Rebecca Perrott, Alice Edward, Sarah Krüger

Row 1: Kaley Mottram, Tayla Mottram, Cayla Hill, Caroline Dowsett, Ayanda Maphumulo, Kate Phillips
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Midmar Mile

Indoor Hockey 1st Team

Row 3: Ayanda Maphumulo, Londi Busse, Brittney Mottram, Jamie Mower, Gaby Halford
Row 2: Bulelwa Mzimela, Jade Busse, Charlize Oberholzer, Lauren Johnston, Alice Edward, Olwethu Zondo 

Row 1: Kaylee Dry, Kristi van Straaten, Caroline Dowsett, Robyn Kinghorn, Nina Buteel, Bianca O’Byrne

Row 2: Nicola Cooper, Britney Nel, Megan McCarthy, Ashleigh Thomas, Lori Niemand
Row 1: Georgia Gutteridge, Teagan McFall, Ms Meek, Caroline Meek, Rose Church

HS Synchro

Squash 1st Team 

Row 2: Kaela Simpson, Roxanne Thornton, Dina Simpson
Row 1: Giulia Torino, Jessica Masefield, Lori Niemand

Amelia Pattenden, Rachel Williams, Cassandra Erasmus, Caitlin Lloyd
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HS Athletics

HS Swimming Team

Row 4: Megan McCarthy, Kenya Corte Portela, Yaa Gyima, Paige Wise
Row 3: Rénce Jacobs, Emma Lloyd, Mikayla Edgley, Josie Middleton, Jenna Stichelbout, Amber Schlebusch, Singita Khosa

Row 2: Kayla Ribbink, Emma Sharratt, Lauren Tindall, Ashlee Meyer, Zahraa Randeree, Chloë Govender
Row 1: Caroline Meek, Cassidy Williamson, Ms. Wilma van Niekerk, Lara Rabinowitz, Ms Bianca von Bargen,  

Phumelele Khumalo, Shannon Verster

Row 5: Jamie Mower, Sarah Hampson, Erika Esterhuizen, Londi Busse
Row 4: Rebecca Perrott, Alice Edward, Jessica Masefield, Aber Schlebusch, Brittney Mottram, Gabriella Peneder

Row 3: Sarah Krüger, Robyn Kinghorn, Georgina Trevethan, Jenna Stichelbout, Gabriella de Oliviera, Charlise Oberholzer, Georgia Cloete
Row 2: Lori Niemand, Bulelwa Mzimela, Nikita di Giulio, Olwethu Zondo, Amber de Freitas, Jordan Roothman, Amba Brown, Kayla Ribbink

Row 1: Ayanda Maphumulo, Tayla Mottram, Nicola MacDonald, Ms. Wilma van Niekerk,  
Caroline Dowsett, Kirsten Gammie, Cassandra Erasmus

KZN Representatives

Row 7: Amber Schlebusch, Emma Herbert, Teagan McFall, Sarah Kanamugire, Shannon Verster, Caroline Dowsett, Sarah Hampson,  
Megan McCarthy

Row 6: Kenya Corte Portela, Erika Esterhuizen, Lara Valenti, Lara Rabinowitz,  
Rachel Williams, Rebecca Perrott, Robyn Kinghorn

Row 5: Georgia Cloete, Abigail Brown, Jamie Hume, Nika Govender, Josie Middleton,  
Casey Smart, Jessica Masefield, Jenna Stichelbout

Row 4: Gabriella Gervasoni, Olivia Saulez, Giulia Torino, Alice Edward, Gabriella Peneder,Londi Busse, Olivia du Plessis
Row 3: Ashlee Meyer, Brittney Mottram, Ashleigh Thomas, Cassandra Erasmus, Charlise Oberholzer, 

Britney Nel, Amber de Freitas, Amba Brown
Row 2: Kayla Ribbink, Lori Niemand, Nikita di Giulio, Ayanda Maphumulo, Emma Sharratt,  

Olwethu Zondo, Bulelwa Mzimela, Kiara Lakaram, Nomcebo Sibiya
Row 1: Cayla Hill, Rose Church, Tayla Mottram, Glenda Watt, Georgia Gutteridge, Caroline Meek, Cassidy Williamson,  

Nicola MacDonald

South African Team and Squad Selection

Giulia Torino  Synchronised Swimming
Lori Niemand  Synchronised Swimming
Cassidy Williamson Athletics
Tayla Gilmore  Life Saving
Ayanda Maphumulo Life Saving
Rose Church  Hockey
Ashleigh Thomas  Hockey
Emma Herbert  Water polo
Brittney Mottram  Water polo

Tayla Gilmore  Surf Ski
Ayanda Maphumulo Water polo
Amber Schlebusch Pentathlon
Robyn Kinghorn  Swimming
Charlise Oberholzer Swimming
Erika Esterhuizen  Swimming
Kiara Lakaram  Karate
Cassandra Erasmus Squash
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Water Polo 1st Team

Team of  
the year
The 1st Water Polo 1st team have 

won all their league matches to 
date. They came second  

at National Aquatics and won  
St Peters Tournament, which is 
considered the top water polo 
tournament in South Africa.

Congratulations to the Water Polo 1st 
team for achieving Team of  the year for 
2016!
 

Row 3: Rachel Williams, Sarah Hampson, Emma Herbert, Brittney Mottram
Row 2: Georgia Cloete, Cassandra Erasmus, Rebecca Perrott, Alice Edward, Sarah Krüger

Row 1: Kaley Mottram, Tayla Mottram, Cayla Hill, Caroline Dowsett, Ayanda Maphumulo, Kate Phillips



Page | 15 Page | 16www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016



Page | 17 Page | 18www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Reports and Captains
Houses
Churchill

Major Highlight
The major highlights for Churchill this 
year were winning the Inter-house 
Swimming Gala and having our girls 
participate in the various inter-house 
activities, which some had never 
participated in before. It was amazing 
to see the girls pushing their personal 
boundaries and achieving their own 
personal goals. Our “open” girls won 
the Inter-House Swimming Trophy 
for Relays, a huge highlight and 
achievement for us. Well done!

House Spirit
As House Captain, I was impressed and 
proud of  the overall spirit of  Churchill 
this year. Our team participated 
together and the spirit of  Churchill was 
inspiring. From the loudest cheering 
voices to the sheer comradery, the 
girls brought their all this year and it 
was rewarding to see the bond of  the 
Churchill girls. All of  this, I believe, 
contributed to the success of  Churchill 
for 2016.

Cultural activities are as  
important as sporting activities
Each girl in Churchill is unique and 
brings a different attribute to the 
team. They did what they love and 
participated to the best of  their ability. 
We have phenomenal sportswomen – 
swimmers and athletes alike.  
We have girls who excelled culturally.  
I believe Churchill embodies an overall 
approach, by being gifted in both 
cultural and sporting activities. 
All our members are supported in 
whichever discipline they enjoy and 
choose to participate in.

Dress Theme 
Themes this year were Harry Potter 
and Pokémon, respectively. All House 
Captains sat together and decided on 
these themes.  These common themes 

bound us all together in unity, despite 
us competing against one another.

Advice to future Churchill leaders
To future Churchill leaders, I say, 
“Remember our house motto – Honour 
before Honours”. Personal integrity 
and character are more important than 
winning prizes and awards, never lose 
sight of  this. Rather, encourage each 
team member to be the best that they 
can be, in whichever discipline they 
choose to represent Churchill. A happy 
team will end up being a winning team.

Three words to describe your house:
Enthusiastic; Sisterhood; Team Spirit

Good luck to all my fellow Churchill 
students for 2017. Keep on being the 
winning team that you are. I was proud 
to be your House Captain for 2016.

Teagan McFall

Greenacre

Palmer

Rutherford

What were the major highlights  
for your house this year?
Without a doubt, the highlight of  the 
year was winning the Inter-House 
Trophy, as this has been a first in many 
years.  This achievement was made 
possible through the contribution of  
all the girls who took part in cultural 
or sporting events. This win reflects 
the talented and diverse nature of  the 
Greenacre girls.

How did you incorporate your house 
motto into Inter-House events?
Greenacre’s house motto “always 
ready” was incorporated through 
teamwork and overall participation.  

A major highlight of the year 
Coming second in the High School 
Inter-House Gala. The girls really put 
so much effort into participation and 
spirit. The girls persisted through the 
day to allow Palmer to reach second 
place. As well as bonding and growing 
as a house during these events, such 
as Inter-House soccer and hockey, was 
really a highlight for me.
 
House Spirit
Although it did take some encouraging 
(sweets), the girls finally stepped 
up to cheer for the girls that were 
participating for their house.  
Most girls were really excited to cheer 
and participate in all the Inter-House 
events, which really made it enjoyable 
for me and hopefully for them too.
 
Advice to Future Leaders
Some advice for next year’s House 
Captains, don’t be afraid to ask your 
Vices for help. Try get information to 

Major Highlight
Apart from all the house events, my 
main highlight from being a house 
captain this year was definitely the 
unity and commitment of  the house 
and its members. Every person was 
always so enthusiastic and patriotic 
about the house, and it really stood out 
at all the house events. 

House Spirit
With that said, the spirit was very good 
and all members encouraged each other 
all the time, win or lose. As a house 
captain, some challenges arise with 
organising competitors and making 
sure events run smoothly.

Although this doesn’t seem hard, it can 
be challenging to juggle this as well as 
the other school commitments.

your house as soon as possible to allow 
the girls some time to get prepared for 
the inter-house events. It’s okay to put 
your foot down when girls are getting 
troublesome, and always get reserves 
for events as some girls aren’t always 
committed.
 
Cultural activities are as  
important as sporting activities
House cultural activities are just as 
important as sporting activities. This 
can be seen with our House Plays, 
which also allow girls to bond with one 
another in and out of  their selected 
house. Even if  you don’t act on stage, 
there are still ways for you to participate 
either backstage, as choreographers, 
or as part of  the sound and lighting 
crew. I hope to see a few more cultural 
activities done in the coming years.
 
Dress Theme
Our dress themes for this year were 
movie characters for the Inter-House 
Gala, and Pokémon Go characters 
for Inter-House Sport. The movie 
characters we agreed to were bees 
from the ‘Bee Movie’ - we just wanted 
something fun and easy, so if  any girls 
forgot we could paint some stripes on. 

We picked Pokémon Go as a theme 
as it was the craze at the time, which 

It is thus important to keep a level head, 
and to distribute your responsibilities 
with your Vice Heads to take some 
pressure off yourself. 

Cultural activities are as  
important as sporting activities
You must never forget that in your 
house you are not alone, and everybody 
is willing to help you, no matter what 
and when. Throughout the year, the 
number of  sporting house events are 
much higher than cultural. However, 
they both share the same amount of  
importance, and members are very 
willing to partake in all aspects of  the 
house system. 

Dress Theme
This year, all houses have collaborated 
to choose dress codes, where we choose 
a general theme and then each house 
dresses differently according to that. 
The captains chose relatable themes, 
this year being Disney and Pokemon 
characters.  Being a house captain has 
been an amazing experience. 

Three words to describe your house:
Fun; Enthusiastic; Determined 

House Captains Senior Primary

Churchill
Cottam
Greenacre
Hunter
Palmer
Rutherford

Churchill
Cottam
Greenacre
Hunter
Palmer
Rutherford

Teagan McFall & Tayla Mottram
Isabella Holmes & Nicola Cooper
Caroline Dowsett & Kaylee Dry
Kate Tindall & Nicola Macdonald
Alexandra McCabe & Rae McCabe
Cayla Hill & Georgia Gutteridge

Rosalie Brouckaert & Jordan Francois
Sophie Rebeck & Stella Oglesby
Kira Ribbink & Jenna Power-Wilson
Margot Van Rooyen & Jamie Rowe
Mia Paton & Jenna Cole
Esihle Zondo & Josie Zietkiewicz

Girls are always willing to help out 
when needed and are always ready to 
give 100%.  

What advice do you have  
for future leaders?
The advice I have for the future 
leaders is to encourage as many girls 
to participate in as many events as 
possible.  This will lead to house spirit 
and enjoyment for everyone who takes 
part. 

Three words to describe your house:
Passionate; Loyal; Dedicated 

Sarah Krüger

was a fun and different idea. I think 
the Matrics are the most excited to get 
dressed up for these events.
 
Three words to describe your house:
Fun; Encouraging; Motivated.

Alexandra McCabe
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Grade 8
Grade 8 D

Row 3: Emma Knowler, Jenna Stichelbout, Josie Middleton, Jenna Woodroffe, Gemma Erskine
Row 2: Miranda Paterson, Gabriella Gervasoni, Husna Osman, Zahra Randeree, Michaela Chivers, Samira Salduker

Row 1: Dina Simpson, Laaiqah Aziz Cassim Hajee, Simran Singh, Ms Aliki Divaris, Taqiyyah Suliman,  
Gemma Early, Sabeeha Suliman

Grade 8 G

Row 3: Aaliah Hassan, Mikayla Edgley, Nika Govender, Anika Brinkmann
Row 2: Tejal Rajput, Gabriella De Oliveira, Inaam Abdool-Samad, Julia Lewis, Jade Busse, Kelly Corbett

Row 1: Kayla Ribbink, Klara Robertson, Nikita Deyal (Gr 12 Mentor) Mrs Goedeke, Naqiyah Moosa,  
Samishka Reddi, Roxanne Thornton 

2016 Report

I believe there is a certain inexorable 
awkwardness which always finds a 
place in the first few days of  school; 

an effect which is only amplified for 
those joining a new school. As I began 
gingerly treading through life at DGC 
for the first time on Orientation Day, I 
grappled to reconcile my preconceived 
notions of  the school with my actual 
experiences of  it. I was soon to learn 
these attempts would be in vain. 

At the start of  the year, the Grade 8 
excursion to Seula successfully nudged 
girls into each other’s company and 
kick-started the process of  “getting 
to know” fellow students. Upon our 
return from the wild, we were, as the 
meek fledglings, confronted with a Key 
Ceremony; it undoubtedly remains 
one of  my most terrifying yet warmly 
comforting high school experiences 
to-date. 

Soon came, of  course, the D&D Gala. 
As we entered the stadium, I cannot 
deny inwardly rejoicing that I was 
not one of  those poor, ill-fated souls, 
battling the waters of  King’s Park pool. 
Nonetheless, the buzz of  hundreds 
of  screaming voices created an 
unforgettable sense of  solidarity, which 
became stronger only after the 11th 
consecutive victory of  the ferociously 
talented DGC swimmers…

However, my most profound 
experiences at College are simply 
culminations of  the little and often 
underrated things which make up each 
day. I am referring to slow, tentative 
steps towards new friendships which 
reap an endless supply of  laughter as 
well as much-needed reprieve in the 
less happy of  times. I also admit to that 
fascinating realisation that, despite 

one’s reluctance to face another day of  
“learning”, one is drawn to lessons as an 
opportunity to stretch beyond comfort 
zones – an expansion always supported 
by knowledgeable yet open-minded 
teachers. All of  this is to say nothing of  
the countless options lying outside of  
academic field: in sport; culture; and 
community engagement, alongside the 
Inter-House competitions, encouraging 
participation in all areas. 

Fittingly, one very special event more 
or less closed the Grade 8 year: a “Party 
in the Park” with the children of  the 
Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni nursery 
schools. Naturally, we came away 
from it utterly exhausted, renouncing 
any former leanings towards having 
children of  our own, but nonetheless 
more touched than we could say. 

On that note, a year at DGC is, in short, 
not something one can anticipate or 
even describe (although admittedly 
that is precisely what I am attempting 
to do). One can only cherish the feeling 
of  freedom to form connections with 
pupils and teachers, yet ultimately 
be left to forge one’s own path. I thus 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank DGC for the year of  2016; I look 
forward to continuing the journey.

Holly Munks
December 2016
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Grade 8 W

Row 3: Amy Michau, Holly Munks, Tahseena Hassam, Aalia Kajee, Kimara Naidoo, Bulelwa Mzimela 
Row 2: Atiyah Ebrahim, Mia Bento, Jamie Altshuler, Nikita Di Giulio, Aadilah Akoo, Saiyona Padayachee

Row 1: Mazwi-Edenga Mandimutsira, Raeesa Jhetam, Georgia Hampson, Mrs Claire Wilkinson, Nina Kruse,  
Kenya Corte Portela, Ella Friedrich 

Grade 8 S

Row 3: Olivia Saulez, Aisha Akoob-Khamissa, Jamie Mover, Mbal’enhle mantshongo, Amaarah Amod
Row 2: Caitlin Padayachee, Zahra Narot, Chelsea Utermark, Angela Hadebe, Emma Loffstedt, Leyyah Jadwat

Row 1: Natalia Genas, Onobuntu Mkhwanazi, Paige Wise, Wayne Schwartz, Stephanie Atherton, Chloé D’Amico, Kaela Simpson
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Grade 9 B

Row 4: Hannah de Vries, Jade Ramini, Chelsea McCarthy, Jessica Masefield, Amber Schlebusch, Abigail Brown
Row 3: Husnaa Mall, Ashlee Meyer, Amy Howard, Gabriella Peneder

Row 2: Kereena Bhana, Samantha Rein, Olivia Saad, JennaCooper, Aaliya Lockhat, Zah’ra Seedat
Row 1: Amba Brown, Olivia Rey, Jessica Boonzaier, Mrs. Agnita Grey, Mishka Padia, Alexia Torr, Jordan Roothman

Absent: Seyanne Govende

Grade 9 BL

Row 3: Londi Busse, Giulia Torino, Nicole McGregor, Olivia Bradshaw, Gillian Nicolson, Victoria Mcintosh
Row 2: Sumha Moola, Zahraa Mall, Emma Sharrett, Chloe Thomson, Emma Mercouris, Gabriella Halford, Phillippa Meek, Thandekile Tembe

Row 1: Nonkosi Nkosi, Sana Osman, Itumeleng Qholosha (Class Mentor), Miss Anna Blanckenberg, Georgia Torr,  
Isabella Cochrane, Luisa De Vlieg

Grade 9
2016 Report

Looking back on 2016, for many 
Grade 9 girls, Uhambo is 
synonymous with Grade 9 at 

DGC. This acronym has been used to 
summarise some of  the highlights of  
Grade 9, 2016.

Up-a-level
It was exciting to move up a level in 
the high school hierarchy as we were 
promoted to a year in Grade 9. We were 
no longer the most junior. However, 
we did not carry the responsibilities of  
being a senior. We enjoyed the novelty 
of  finally having a grade wait for us to 
pass through doors ahead of  them.

Humility and hardships
A small step up in the hierarchy was 
great. However, we were soon humbled 
by the Uhambo experience. As with 
all years, 2016 brought about its 
challenges, and we grieved the sudden 
loss of  special Nommie. Later, the 
Galleon changed captains. Although 
unsettling, the change-over was 
smooth. 

Adventure 
It is hard to think about Grade 9 
without bringing up uHambo – the 
two weeks 'roughing it out' in the 
wilderness made us aware of  the many 
privileges we take for granted. Uhambo 
pushed us out of  our comfort zones 
and taught us many valuable lessons 
about ourselves and others – we learned 
a great deal about each other while 
sharing the confined space of  a tent for 
two weeks. 

As for trying to share food fairly.. . 
between a group of  girls grabbing 
the "luxuries" of  apple and cinnamon 
flavoured jungle oats or chutney 
flavoured dried corn. More importantly, 

uHambo gave us the opportunity 
to make special relationships and 
memories that will last forever. We 
became so close that sitting around 
the camp fire celebrating the pre-
uHambo very personal achievement of  
"overcoming the state of  constipation" 
was not uncommon.

Memorable
These highlights made Grade 9 
memorable and were good preparation 
for the rest of  our high school career.

Busy
Grade 9 2016 can definitely be 
remembered as a jam-packed year. 
We had to try and maintain a balance 
between academics (about 12 subjects!), 
sport and cultural activities. Our 
year was also filled with the special 
traditions like D&D gala. With hoarse 
throats, we cheered College on to win 
for the 11th consecutive year! Many 
girls also participated in the festive 
Derby Day hosted by St Mary’s Waverly 
in Johannesburg. It was a wonderful 
experience to be part of  the rivalrous 
spirit. 

Opening new doors and opportunities
As the year drew to a close, we began 
choosing our subjects for Grade 10. 
It was very exciting to think that we 
would only be taking 7 subjects. Grade 
9 was a busy year, filled with adventure 
and special memories. We have grown 
through the hardships and matured 
greatly. We look forward to the many 
opportunities that lie ahead.

Emma Sharratt
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Grade 9 S

Row 3: Zahra Jhavary, Amber De Freitas, Lisa Kruyshaar, Afua Aryetey, Ruth Mesele
Row 2: Anna Teverdham, Sithobile Maphalala, Sithembinkosi Ndiweni, Shivika Govender, Mbali Jula, Olwethu Zondo

Row 1: Micaela Kapp, Jessica Hoare, Jocelyn Farrell, Mrs N. Foord, Abigail Phipps, Paige Nash, Carina Ramlagan

Grade 9 K

Row 3: Aaliya Islam, Janelle Janse Van Rensburg, Anzel Pansegrouw, Yaa Gyima, Emily Thomson, Nontando Tembe, Mvunulo Khumalo
Row 2: Chloe Govender, Nonthuthuzelo Gumede, Farah Yassin, Andrea Reddy, Georgina Saulez, Ch Harris, Jaime Davies, Ara Naidoo

Row 1: Ariana Moodley, Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell, Ilhaam Hassim, Mrs Kirton, Riya Gopal, Caitlin Honeywell, Funeka Ngcobo

Art
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Grade 10 E

Row 4: Kirsten Stamatis, Raffaella Rita Van Der Westhuyzen, Sofia, Chloë Pearl King
Row 3: Yumna Dwarka, Ammaarah Joosab, Siphesihle Buthelezi, Raeesah Arbee, Lauren Tindall

Row 2: Jordan Savic, Erin Michaela Wheal, Monique Jacomien Mitchley, Humairah Ismail Amojee, Lamees Akoo, Zakira Osman
Row 1: Kathleen Sarah Massey-Hicks, Emma Jean Lloyd, Britney Jade Nel, Miss Malindri Eastes, Diyara Prakash, 

Georgia Paige Cloete, Emma Mary Herbert

Welcome, Grade 10s, to what we 
like to call "the beginning of  
the end". From this point

forward, until you finish your final 
Matric examination, life will appear 
to be an unending sea of  last-minute 
cramming sessions, disappointing 
marks and underwhelming report
cards—and it will only get worse
with each year. 

Try as one might to be positive, the 
first speech a Grade 10 receives on the 
year ahead always carries this sinister 
undertone. There’s no denying that 
there is something quite intimidating 
about officially entering the senior 
phase of  your education. Subjects have 
been chosen and the word “university” 
escapes lips at a frequency that renders 
one constantly on edge. That said, it was 
not all 'doom and gloom' for the Grade 
10s of  2016.

In between the daily challenges that 
rose in this new school atmosphere, 
there were some deeply significant 
occurrences that allowed for, as 
each school year does, collective and 
individual growth among the girls.
Perhaps the most obvious of  these 
occurrences took multiple forms in 
a variety of  ways within our school 
corridors over the full school year: 
unusual uniforms; strange accents 
and even, at some point, a completely 
foreign language. 

DGC’s international Exchange 
Programme is always a highlight, both 
for those travelling abroad and those 
who stay within our nation’s borders. 

The opportunity to meet students 
from across the world, engage with 
unfamiliar cultures and embrace one’s 

identity as a South African (while 
possibly picking up a few swear words 
in a foreign tongue along the way) is 
one that should be snatched at with 
eager hands. 

Whether our temporary classmates 
came from Canada, Argentina or 
Australia, they all carried invaluable 
lessons about friendship, the gift of  
communication in the digital age and 
how to survive when you’re a pop punk 
fan stuck inside the house of  a family of  
country singers for thirty days. 

Another important lesson we received 
in our Grade 10 year was how not to 
look like complete commoners at 
formal occasions. 

With the help of  some Clifton boys, we 
mastered the art of  confidently swaying 
in rhythm to the beat of  whatever 
song happened to be playing in the 
background to prepare ourselves for 
the inevitable Matric Dance moment 
wherein we will have to convince our 
partners that accompanying us to said 
dance was not a total mistake. 

In retrospect, the dance lessons could 
have used a small introductory tutorial 
on how to socialize effectively with 
the opposite gender; however, the lack 

of  such lessons did allow another to 
take its place. As girls and boys alike 
stumbled over clunky sentences in 
unnatural conversations, avoided 
making eye contact with certain 
individuals at all costs and stepped 
on one another’s toes enough times to 
flatten them out entirely, we realized 
how to laugh both at each other and 
ourselves, a gift that certainly came 
handy at the Moms & Daughters Tea 
later in the year. 

Girls and women alike used the 
morning to exchange ridiculous 
family stories and, of  course, show off 
embarrassing childhood photographs 
with those sharing their table. 

New bonds among mothers and 
daughters were formed while old ones 
were strengthened - it is safe to say 
that we all left these two events with 
smiles and happy memories! That said, 
the year also came with a great deal 
of  heartbreak. The grade was crushed 
to hear of  the death of  one of  our 
classmates, Nomvelo Dube. 

The pain of  such an untimely demise 
weighed heavily on our hearts. 
Something now felt off among our 
grade. There was an empty space, a 
dimmer light in every area we occupied, 

one that persisted for the remainder 
of  the year. Yet, something as sudden 
and unwanted as Nommie’s absence 
provided space for growth among us. 
Although, at many other times it may 
have felt like we existed within our own 
friendship groups and separately from 
one other, there was undeniable unity 
that grew between us in the aftermath 
of  the painful news.

This unity could be seen in something 
as small as a hug between two people 
who were practically strangers, or 
phrases of  comfort exchanged within 
a group of  girls who otherwise barely 
spoke to one another. 

Nommie’s death, while tragic, 
eliminated the artificial divisions 
that made up our understanding of  
one another. While our friendship 
groups remained relatively unchanged 
afterwards, we now saw each other 
in perhaps a deeper way than we had 

before. It is difficult to predict exactly what 
will come next for us. As Matric looms ever 
closer, it makes sense to feel nervous. It is 
equally easy to understand the excitement 
that dwells within those who are already 
ready to experience the next phase of  their 
lives. 

Our voyage is coming closer to an end and 
we have sailed perhaps the toughest waters 
yet. And as we approach the shore, it can be 
guaranteed that we will carry the lessons 
these seas have taught us to that coast—
and, if  we’re clever, beyond.

“In between the daily challenges that rose  
in this new school atmosphere, there were  
some deeply significant occurrences that allowed, 
as each school year does, for collective and 
individual growth among the girls”

Grade 10
2016 Report
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Grade 10 M

Row 3: Leora Puterman, Isabelle Pattenden, Shreya Nathwani, Amy Mungle, Almira Abdool-Samad
Row 2: Shreea Maharaj, Diyajal Prakash, Laura Jackson, Rebekah Torrens, Sumaya Simjee, Laura Peirson

Row 1: Nomcebo Sibiya, Zahra Carrim, Raeesa Suleman, Mrs Helen McCready, Erika Esterhuizen, Darielle Pillay, Taryn Naidoo

Grade 10 J

Row 3: Tejal Ramjee, Suzanna Spooner, Kate Hill, Nina Mabusela, Andrea Plumbley, Nina Wiggins, Ruth Thumbi
Row 2: Charlotte Allan, Kate Phillips, Erin Besnard, Tayla Gilmore, Kiara Fernandes, Phoebe Darby-Wade

Row 1: Kirsten Dorkin, Humairaa Khalid, Olivia du Plessis, Mrs Jacobsz, Rhea Valjee, Puja Pande, Ketanya Chetty

Grade 10 P

Row 4: Jamie Hume, Casey Smart, Megan McCarthy, Erin Lawson
Row 3: Singita Khosa, Erin Johnson, Isabella Hitchings, Tayla Daykin, Alice Edward

Row 2: Shauneeze Essack, Kaley Mottram, Nontando Moshesh, Catherine Holdcroft, Zahraa Omar, Ayla Asad
Row 1: Yukta Mohanlal, Caitlyn Le Grange, Jenna McElliogott, Mrs Melany Potgieter, Isabella Gounden, Leandri Kleyn, Revati Gounden
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Exchange
Programme
The 2016 Exchange Students are 

no strangers to excitement and 
opportunity! 

This year saw successful partnerships 
with no less than 8 international 
schools and 24 new friendships formed.
We continue to value our UK, USA, 
Scottish, Canadian, Australian and 
Argentinian exchanges, and look 
forward to breaking ground in 6 new 
schools and 2 new countries in 2017.

“Exchange was the most amazing experience of my life! I made the most 
wonderful friends in the world and some of the most amazing memories.  
I had the best experiences and would 100% do it again. Cape Town and 
Durban and everywhere I went was beautiful! I loved the game reserves and 
they were definitely my favourite. I would recommend exchange to anyone 
and it’s a once in a lifetime experience!!!” - Ele, Australia

“When I think back to the memories I made in South Africa, I can’t help but 
think they were some of the best memories I’ve made in my life. I developed 
so many friendships and strong connections that will be with me for many 
years to come, and the experiences I shared with them, I will always treasure. 
I was so lucky to get this opportunity and want to thank all the people in 
South Africa who made my exchange so memorable.” - Isabel, Australia

“Exchange was the best experience of my life, even a year later I spend so 
much time thinking about Bella and all the fun we had together.  
Going to South Africa was unforgettable and I did and learnt so much,  
from swimming with sharks to Zulu beading.” - Flora, Australia

“By far the most amazing experience of my life and  
I miss everything about it.” - Keela, Australia

“Exchange was the best experience I could ever ask for, not just because I’ve 
gained a new way of seeing the world, but because I’ve gained a new family. 
I’m so grateful for the opportunity to have lived, laughed, and learned with 
the people of South Africa, and especially the girls of DGC. - Hannah, USA

“Exchange is a wonderful experience that helps you develop your 
independence. I met some most amazing people at the school 
I went to in Ballarat and made amazing memories that I will 

cherish for a lifetime.” - Andrea Plumbley

“Take every opportunity you’re given with a smile and positive 
attitude and make the most of the experience.” - Katie Phillips

“Exchange was the most memorable experience filled with 
memories I will never forget. I’ve gained lifelong friends from the 
other side of the world who I still keep in contact with. I wouldn’t 

trade anything for my experience or my exchange student who 
became one of my best friends." -  Bella Hitchings

"Accept it, don’t expect it." - Tayla Daykin

“Sometimes I wonder what my life would be like if I had not been on 
exchange. If I had not had a chance to meet such a diverse and caring 
school community at Baylor school or met my exchange student and 

her family, who soon became part of my family. Most importantly I 
would have never tasted a proper corn dog and taco. Despite this I would 

have never gained the priceless opportunity to further develop my 
independence, responsibility and love for the world and South Africa.  

I would have been at a loss.”  - Thandi Moyo

Student Exchange really is the 
adventure of  a lifetime - our Grade 10 
girls grow in their global awareness, 
learn to navigate their way through 
sometimes unchartered territory  
when they a travel away from home  
for the first time, and return inspired 
and confident!

Sue Meehan
Exchange Coordinator



Page | 23 Page | 24www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016



Page | 25 Page | 26www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Grade 11
Grade 11 C

Grade 11 J

Row 4: Chloë Royston, Jennie van Dyk, Jehnara Naidoo, Maria Corte Portela
Row 3: Phumelele Khumalo, Tara Miller, Wangul Ngotho, Brittany Jiran

Row 2: Georgia Jackson, Simira Ramsumer, Rénce Jacobs, Loren Johnston, Courtney Gore, Emma Dain
Row 1: Shwetha Payal, Hannah Oberholzer, Lola Polanco, Kathryn Aitkin, Mrs C. Jansen, Thandeka Gumede, Fathima Hansa

2016 Report

Matric Dance:
It’s a night that every schoolgirl 
looks forward to for 12 years. The 
preparation, the excitement, the 
anticipation! 

Durban Girls’ College’s Matric Dance 
is one of  the highlights of  our school 
calendar, and being able to be a part of  
it, as Grade 11s, made the night all the 
more exciting. From the Invitations 
Committee to the dancers - every girl 
truly put their heart and soul into 
pulling off a night that the Matrics 
would remember for the rest of  their 
lives. Being able to see the girls' faces 
when they entered the dance and 
watching them enjoy it was one of  
the most rewarding experiences - and 
proved that our hard work had paid off. 
Being a part of  the Matric Dance made 
us all the more excited for our own, and 
showed us how capable we were to pull 
off an unbelievable event! 

Excursion:
Now, everyone knows about how our 
Head Girl jumped off a waterfall – an 
experience that resulted in not-so-
pleasant circumstances. But, how much 
does one really know about Leadership 
Camp? 

Leadership Camp at L’abri was our last 
excursion in the bush, doing obstacles, 
getting muddy and eating questionable 
food. However, despite the fact that 
we were all too ready to go home and 
fall asleep under thick duvets, there 
was some nostalgia in knowing that it 
would be our last time 'roughing it up' 
with the people we’d grown up with. 

Jumping off waterfalls and swinging 
on rope swings with the people who 
know us best was both exhilarating and 

thrilling. All in all we made memories 
that will last a lifetime, and ate more 
sugar than fit for human consumption. 

Ready for Privileges: 
We finished the year ready for Matric 
and all that it would bring. After 11 
years of  schooling, the anticipation had 
built up around our Matric privileges 
and we were ever ready to accept the 
responsibilities that came with them. 
From the common room to the Matric 
corridor - our grade was getting their 
mugs ready to lead the school, with a 
hot coffee in hand (of  course).

Expectations and toastmasters:
Going into Grade 11, we all expected 
masses of  work, but loads of  fun. It was 
definitely a big jump from Grade 10, 
especially with the teachers all 
reminding us of  how important our end 
of  year marks were going to be, but with 
the year starting off with Toastmasters, 
we were able to ease the tension a bit by 
doing impromptu orals and prepared 
speeches.  We learnt how to deliver the 
perfect speech, and how to resist the 
urge to fidget or move.  It was such an 
enriching experience that gave us all 
memorable tips to use in the future as 
working women.

Committees and DYC:
Over the course of  the year, we got 
a taste of  what Matric would be like 
with a few responsibilities as we joined 
committees relating to each portfolio.

From the first aid helpers to the 
Archives Committee, we were able to 
lay some ground work for the duties we 
would soon be fulfilling next year, and 
this definitely gave us some perspective 
on what we would be choosing as 
leadership roles for 2017.  

In addition to this, many of  our girls 
were on the Durban Youth Council, 
which involved a lot of  brainstorming 
of  ideas to address the issues our 
communities face.

“Going into Grade 11, we all expected masses of 
work, but loads of fun. 
It was definitely a big jump from Grade 10”

Row 3: Diyah Diplall, Charlise Oberholzer, Emma Criticos, Jessica Winsper, Georgia Rodger, Adithi Ramsewak
Row 2: Gyana Singh, Kelly Dibb, Ashleigh Thomas, Abigail Metzer, Sinesipho Ngambu, Ye Jin Kwon

Row 1: Maseeha Ally, Mei-Mei Cromarty, Megan Thorrington-Smith, Mrs Karen Campbell-Gillies (Gr 11 Teacher) 
Sarah Hampson, Kiara Lakaram, Kwanisayi Mandimutsira
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Grade 11 R 

Row 3: Samantha Parle, Kate Starr, Mikayla Zorich, Ayanda Dlamini, Robyn Kinghorn, Georgina Trevethan, Cassandra Erasmus
Row 2: Anne Moxham, Carla Williams, Georgina Miller, Shria Dheyaram, Melokuhle Majozi, Sandhya Ramcharrun

Row 1: Fezile Dlungwane, Kiara Perumal, Bianca Rey, Mrs Tamára Ridgway, Georgia Smith, Lori Niemand, Kiyana Bissasser

Grade 11 N

Row 3: Christine Barrow, Anele Tembe, Jade Lombard, Kellyn Pincus, Callula Clay-Smith
Row 2: Cassandra de Abreu, Mbali Myeza, Sarah Krüger, Caitlin Lloyd, Kate Earle, Radhapriya Ramjettan 

Row 1: Demi Donjeany, Ammaarah Seedat, Rachel Williams, Mrs Megan Nicolson, 
Shannon Verster, Thandiwe Ntloko, Siyethaba Ngubane

Art
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Grade 12 K

Grade 12 K

Row 4: Cayla Hill, Namitha Bolani, Jade Viljoen, Olivia Whittington Banda, Oliva Thomson, Alexia Manduell
Row 3: Sarah Kitching, Raeesa Akoonjee, Kristi van Straaten, Rebecca Campbell, Catherine O’Flaherty, Nicola Cooper 
Row 2: Sthabile Sithole, Chulumanco Qoboshiyane, Tamika Achary, Nicola Peirson, Shréya Dabideen, Natacha Vieira

Row 1: Aisha Peer, Sunira Pillay, Kirsten Gammie, Mrs. M. Kleyn, Zahraa Mall, Deneo Mosery, Kiara Reddy
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Achary Tamika

Rebecca Campbell

Deneo Mosery

Sunira Pillay

Olivia ThomsonCayla Hill

Akoonjee Raeesa

Nicola Cooper

Catherine O’Flaherty

Chulumanco
Qoboshiyane

Kristi Van StraatenSarah Kitching

Banda Olivia Bolani Nambitha

Shreya Dabideen

Aisha Peer

Kiara Reddy

Natacha VieiraZahraa Mall

Kirsten Gammie

Nicola Peirson

Lungiswa Sithole

Jade ViljoenAlexia Manduell

Grade 12 K Individuals
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Grade 12 N

Row 4: Chanelle Pretorius, Itumeleng Qolosha, Cassidy Williamson, Tayiba Barnwell, Prajna Chowthee, Georgina Zaloumis
Row 3: Nikita Deyal, Ntokozo Myeza, Chelsea Swanepoel, Kim Worth, Hanifa Akoob-Khamissa

Row 2: Nicolette Chotu, Chia Chi Chen, Amelia Pattenden, Glenda Watt, Gatesi Christella Muligande, Inessa Rajah
Row 1: Zasembo Mkhize, Ashmira Ramsewak, Zara Govender, Ms Parvathy Naidu, Layla Lombard, Jessica Dawson, Mishka Ramlagan

Grade 12 N
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Hanifa
Akoob-Khamissa

Prajna Chowthee

Amelia Pattenden

Mishka Ramlagan

Cassidy WilliamsonLayla Lombard

Tayiba Barnwell

Jessica Dawson

Chanelle Pretorius

Ashmira Ramsewak

Kim WorthSiphesihle Mkhize

Chia Chi Chen Nicolette Chotu

Nikita Deyal

Itumeleng Qholosha

Chelsea Swanepoel

Georgina ZaloumisGatesi Muligande

Zara Govender

Inessa Rajah

Glenda Watt

Ntokozo Myeza

Grade 12 N Individuals
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Grade 12 P

Grade 12 P

Row 4: Anna Cochrane, Bianca O’Byrne, Sarah Kanamugire, Kaitlyn Sodalay, Jayde Owens, Sadhna Ramklass
Row 3: Amkela Makhanya, Nicola Van Loggerenberg, Isabella Holmes, Kaylee Dry, Caroline Meek, Ashmika Dowlath

Row 2: Tejini Padalkar, Rose Church, Rae McCabe, Mia Van Biljon, Lamis Hassim, Yasmeen Jazbhay
Row 1: Ammarah Osman, Amber Coull, Nomagugu Buthelezi, Mrs Fiona Pentecost, Hawa Bibi Ismail, Swetha Maharaj, Lusanda Ndlovu
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Nomagugu Buthelezi

Ashmika Dowlath

Amkela Makhanya

Bianca O’Byrne

Sadhna RamklassHawa Ismail

Rose Church

Kaylee Dry

Rae McCabe

Ammarah Osman

Kaitlyn SodalayYasmeen Jazbhay

Anna Cochrane Amber Coull

Lamis Hassim

Caroline Meek

Jayde Owens

Mia Van BiljonSarah Kanamugire

Isabella Holmes

Lusanda Ndlovu

Tejini Adalkar

Nicola
Van Loggerenberg

Swetha Maharaj

Grade 12 P Individuals
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Grade 12 PA 

Row 4: Tayla Mottram, Joscelyn Howard, Teagan McFall, Caroline Dowsett, Lara Rabinowitz, Nicola Macdonald
Row 3: Andrea Dolphin, Alexandra McCabe, Brittany Feuillerhade, Georgia Guttridge, Julia Denissen, Sarah Hopper

Row 2: Kumsilla Naidoo, Nina Bulteel, Kate Tindall, Miya-Belle Zinn, Elsa Dushime, Nirvana Govender
Row 1: Attiya Omarjee, Masi Mpisi, Amy Ellis, Alison Page, Hannah Simpson, Melissa Ncgobo, Khevna Rajput

Grade 12 PA
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Nina Bulteel

Elsa Dushime

Alexandra McCabe

Kumsilla Naidoo

Khevna RajputGeorgia Gutteridge

Julia Denissen

Amy Ellis

Teagan McFall

Melissa Ngcobo

Hannah SimpsonSarah Hopper

Andrea Dolphin Caroline Dowsett

Brittany Feuilherade

Tayla Mottram

Attiya Omarjee

Kate TindallJoscelyn Howard

Nirvana Govender

Masiyenze Mpisi

Lara Rabinowitz

Miya-Belle ZinnNicola Macdonald

Grade 12 PA Individuals
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Beach
Day
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Matric
Dance
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Individual 

Art
Bianca O’Byrne
Migration
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Chia Chi Chen
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Georgia Gutteridge
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Georgina Zaloumis
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Itumileng Qholosha
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Jessica Dawson
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Khevna Rajput
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Lamis Hassim
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Lara Rabinowitz
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Melissa Ngcobo
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Nicola MacDonald
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Nicola van Loggerenberg
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Rebecca Campbell
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Swetha Maharaj
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Views of Exhibition
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Old Girls’
Guild
2016 Report

During the last year the 
committee of  the DGC Old Girls’ 
Guild reaffirmed the vision of  

the organisation, namely:
Our purpose is to facilitate and actively 
encourage the continued involvement 
of  all Old Girls in the wider community 
of  Durban Girls’ College with a view to 
ensuring the continued well-being of  
our school and its Old Girls.

The execution of  this vision is carried 
out through activities focused on 
building relationships in three specific 
areas: 

• Current Pupils of  DGC – building 
relationships with learners to 
encourage “stick” when they leave 
the school system;

• Old DGC Girls – encouraging 
involvement through networking 
leading to greater personal life 
fulfilment, creating a brand for the 
Old Girls, building relationships 
to lead to school give-back and 
identifying future fundraising 
opportunities, and

• The Nursery schools: Enkuliso 
& Ekujabuleni – continued 
involvement, support and 
upliftment. 

The Old Girls’ Guild has had a 
successful 2015/2016 year, with 
substantial progress in accordance with 
our strategy in all three of  these areas.

DGC OGG and current DGC scholars:
The Old Girls hosted a Farewell 
Luncheon for the 2015 Matric year.  
The guest speaker was Ms Nicola Ashe, 
and the talk was both entertaining  
and enlightening as Nicola shared 
stories from her time at school,  
time abroad, work experience and  
life lessons to date. 

Formal dance classes for the Grade 10 
girls were re-introduced during the 
2015 year, with much success. In 2016, 
the DGC girls again danced with the 
Grade 11 boys from Clifton, and it was 
delightful to witness the enjoyment  
and the progress made over the  
course of  the programme.

The Old Girls worked together with 
DGC to implement a programme  
called “MyLife”, designed for DGC 
learners in Grade 8, 9 and 10.  The aim 
of  the “MyLife” programme is to:

• Provide a platform for the young 
lady to consider and come to grips 
with her own uniqueness.

• Provide a process of  accountability 
where the learner commits to 
actions that ensure living life with 
purposeful intention.

The programme was highly successful 
and this initiative was welcomed by all 
involved.

DGC OGG and Old Girls:
The Bridge Drive remains a popular 
event on the Old Girls’ calendar and 132 
ladies enjoyed a fun morning of  bridge 
in the Centenary Hall, with wonderful 
prizes on offer in May 2016. This event 
generated R18,000 of  fundraising, 
which was a welcome addition to 
the Nursery Schools Sponsorship 
Programme. During October 2015, the 
Guild hosted a cocktail party at the 
Oyster Box Hotel. 

The evening was popular and the 
camaraderie amongst the Old Girls was 
exciting to witness. This event was a 
good reminder to the Old Girls of  the 
importance of  social interaction within 
our greater DGC OG community.

Another drinks function was held 
in March 2016 at The Bungalow, 
Cape Town. The aim to connect with 
the “younger” Old Girls in order to 
strengthen networking amongst their 
school peers and to re-affirm the link 
back to DGC was well achieved. The 
Annual DGC Reunion Day will be held 
on Friday, 29th July 2016.

DGC OGG and the Nursery Schools:
Mrs Nerissa Govind joined long-
standing Guild Committee member, 
Mrs Jann Nichols, to raise the profile 
of  the Nursery Schools and reaffirm 
the commitment of  the DGC Old 

Girls’ Guild to the sustainability of  
these institutions. Much success 
has been seen in this sphere of  the 
Guild’s activities: Ms Paula Nel was 
instrumental in organising corporate 
sponsorship for both Enkuliso and 
Ekujabuleni, and this has sparked 
several projects at both schools that 
were previously moving ahead, albeit at 
a slower rate of  progress. Such projects 
will be further detailed in the Nursery 
Schools Report to follow.

DGC OGG General:
The Old Girls’ Guild is constantly 
reviewing the relationship that the 
Guild has with the current scholars, 
past scholars and Nursery Schools to 
ensure its engagement is relevant and 
meaningful.

Mrs Lynne Neilson has resigned as the 
DGC OGG Alumnae Administrator. 
Lynne has served the school 
passionately in the past and she will 
always be an esteemed DGC Old Girl. 
The Guild wishes Lynne all of  the very 
best for her future. 

We thank the following members who 
are retiring full-time from the Guild 
this year:

• Mrs Angela Rowe for her endless 
passion, wisdom and control with 
which she has commandeered 
 over the finances of  the OGG 

• Mrs Jann Nichol for the abundance 
of  love, care and understanding 
with which she has nurtured  
the relationship with the  
Nursery Schools 

• Mrs Cara Dunlop for her strength, 
support and intuitive thought 

• Mrs Sally Strachan for her years  
of  Bridge Drive organisation  
and hours of  give-back to  
the Guild 

• Mrs Cassandra Holdcraft for her 
passion, care and insight into the 
OGG activities. 

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank our Secretary, 
Mrs Alison Parle, and the entire 
committee for their continued 
dedication, time and passion in 
fulfilling the Guild’s objectives.

I would also like to thank Mrs Nerissa 
Govind for her unfaltering dedication 
to the strategy of  the Guild and the 
many hours of  time and effort she has 
dedicated over the past year. Nerissa, 
you are a rock and it is an honour 
working together.

We welcome new committee members; 
Mrs Taryn Hompes, Mrs Trisha Gopal 
and Mrs Sarah McGregor, to the Guild, 
and look forward to working with them 
in the years to come.

Thank you.

Simone Verster 
Chairlady of the Old Girls’ Guild
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Reunion Day Nursery Schools

This past year has been productive 
for both Ekujabuleni and 
Enkuliso nursery schools, with 

the implementation of  various projects 
and innovative ideas.

It has been a pleasure working with 
Jann Nichol and sharing in her passion 
for the nursery schools. She has been 
associated with the schools for 18 years, 
and her dedication and commitment 
are greatly appreciated by the Old Girls’ 
Guild. Even though Jann will no longer 
be an active member of  the committee, 
she promises to still stay in touch with 
the schools. Thank you Jann for your 
guidance this past year, and I hope to 
fulfill the needs of  the schools with  
the same drive and ambition that you 
have displayed.

Delta Property Fund has sponsored 
some of  our projects, making dreams 
become a reality. The Guild is extremely 
grateful to Paula Nel for bringing it 
on board. We were able to implement 
our book projects at Ekujabuleni in 
September 2015 and at Enkuliso in  
May 2016. This included teacher 
training by Bev Dyer (Educational 
Consultant & Trainer). 

The benefits from the training are 
evident in that the teachers have more 
structure in the day to day routine. 
We provided the schools with mobile 
bookshelves, books, blocks and puzzles. 
On my recent visit to the schools, I was 
impressed to see so many children 
enjoying reading. For the baby groups, 
we purchased soft toys that form an 
integral part of  early learning.
We also attended to the repairs of  the 
swings and maintenance of  the outdoor 
equipment to ensure that these were in 
proper working order and safe for play. 

The vegetable garden at Ekujabuleni is 
flourishing, under the supervision of  
the principle, Sam Gumede, with the 
assistance of  a gardener who is paid 
by the Guild. Cara Dunlop has played 
a pivotal role in guiding Sam with this 
project, and we thank her for assistance 
herein. The produce from these gardens 

is a welcomed addition to the children’s 
daily meals. We hope to replicate a 
similar vegetable garden at Enkuliso  
in the near future. 

Our vision is to establish a sustainable 
vegetable garden that can supplement 
the meals of  the children and be 
an interactive educational learning 
experience.

At the beginning of  2016 we produced 
a ‘promotional video’ of  the nursery 
schools, highlighting their progress. It 
was shown to the DGC pupils and was a 
resounding success. 

In April, the Grade 7 pupils had an 
interactive morning with the Grade 
Rs from the nursery schools at 
People’s Park. The Grade 7s brought an 
assortment of  storybooks which they 
read to the children, and then donated a 
book to each child.

The Junior Primary donated chairs 
and crayons to the schools.  Michelle 
Edgcumbe (the school Chaplain) who 
is the head of  outreach at DGC, has 
shown a keen interest in our nursery 
schools. She has initiated a project 
with the Community Engagement 
Committee of  DGC to collect items 
required by the nursery schools. 
Michelle and her committee will 
be joining us on the 21st June in 
celebrating 70 years at Enkuliso.

The pupil numbers at both nursery 
schools have increased steadily over  
the past year. At Enkuliso, two 
voluntary helpers have been employed, 
the salaries of  which are paid for by the 
Guild. Bongani, the DGC school driver, 

continues to faithfully deliver the 
vegetables each week, and he is always 
willing to take goods to the two schools 
for the Guild.

Our focus for the rest of  the year will 
be on repairs and maintenance at 
Enkuliso.

I would like to thank Angela Rowe and 
Simon Verster for all their support and 
the other committee members for their 
commitment. It has been a pleasure 
working with a wonderful team of   
Old Girls. 

Nerissa Govind
Vice- Chairlady DGC Old Girls’ Guild

June 2016

“Our vision is to establish a sustainable vegetable 
garden that can supplement the meals of the 
children and be an interactive educational learning 
experience.”

Good Morning to all the Old 
Girls, members of  staff, and 
Committee Members. Thank 

you for joining us today – it is such a 
pleasure to see so many of  you here! 
We would like to welcome Michelle 
Posemann, the new Chairlady of  the 
Board, and who is an Old Girl, and also 
ex-Chairladies of  the Guild,  
Vida Herbert and Lynne Neilson.

I hope that most of  you were able to join 
us for the fabulous cocktail party last 
night. I would just like to start by taking 
the opportunity to thank Les Small 
and her team for the superb catering. 
For those who do not know Les, she is 
the Head of  College House, and if  last 
night’s fare was anything to go by, I’m 
sure there are many happy boarders in 
her care! Thank goodness the school 
can also offer top-class gym facilities, 
just a skip down the corridor!

My aim today is to give everyone a 
brief  update on the activities of  the 
Old Girls’ Committee over the last year. 
As a starting point, the Committee 
specifically undertook a review of  the 
vision of  our organisation, and we  
re-affirmed that:

Our purpose is to facilitate 
and actively encourage the 
continued involvement of 
all Old Girls in the wider 
community of Durban 
Girls’ College with a view to 
ensuring the continued well-
being of our school and its 
Old Girls.

The execution of  this vision is carried 
out through interaction and activities, 
focused on building relationships in 
three specific areas: 

• Firstly, with the current pupils 
of  DGC. Our aim is building 
relationships with learners to 
encourage retention when they 
leave the school system

• Secondly, with Old DGC Girls. We 
want to encourage involvement 
through networking, creating a 
brand for the Old Girls, greater 
Old Girl involvement in the school 
and identifying future fundraising 
opportunities

• And Thirdly, with our nursery 
schools, Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni, 
which the Old Girls have supported 
for over 70 years. We have pledged 
our continued involvement, 
support and upliftment for these 
important establishments.

The Old Girls’ Guild has had a 
successful year, with substantial 
progress in all three of  these areas. 
I would like to share some of  the 
highlights in each of  these aspects.

For the Current Scholars
We hosted a Farewell Luncheon for 
the 2015 Matric year and arranged 
Durban Brand Consultant and Old 
Girl, Nicola Ashe, as guest speaker. 
Nicola’s presentation to the girls 
was entertaining, enlightening and 
as spunky as she is.  The girls really 
identified with Nicola and she inspired 
many to reach for their dreams, no 
matter what obstacles they face.

Formal dance classes for the Grade 10 
girls were re-introduced during the 
2015 year with the Grade 11 boys from 
Clifton. The three Guild Committee 
members whose daughters attended 
had their eagle eyes on the boys’ 
behaviour! 

Finally, the Old Girls worked together 
with DGC staff to implement a 
programme called “MyLife”, designed 
for learners in Grade 8, 9 and 10.  
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The aim of  the “MyLife” programme 
is to give the girls an opportunity to 
identify their own uniqueness, be 
accountable for themselves and live 
with intention. The programme was 
successfully implemented and will be 
run over three years.

For the Old Girls:
The Bridge Drive remains a popular 
event on the Old Girls’ calendar and 132 
ladies enjoyed a fun morning of  bridge 
in the Centenary Hall with wonderful 
prizes on offer in May 2016. This was 
a welcome addition to the nursery 
schools sponsorship programme, as we 
made a profit of  R18,000.

In October last year, the Guild hosted a 
cocktail party at the Oyster Box Hotel. 
The evening was hugely popular and a 
good reminder to the Old Girls of  the 
importance of  social interaction and 
networking within our greater DGC
OG community.

Another drinks function was held in 
March this year at The Bungalow in 
Cape Town. The aim was to connect 
with the “younger” Old Girls to bring 
them together after finding their feet 
in a new city. This event was a roaring 
success, and an excellent pilot initiative 
to ensure continuity of  the relationship 
between recent scholars and the Old 
Girls’ Guild. 

For the Nursery Schools:
Vice-Chairlady Nerissa Govind joined 
long-standing Guild Committee 
member, Jann Nichols, to raise the 
profile of  the Nursery Schools and 
reaffirm the commitment of  the DGC 
Old Girls’ Guild to the sustainability 
of  these institutions. Much success has 
been seen in this sphere of  the Guild’s 
activities. I have to mention Paula Nel 
who continues to be instrumental in 
organising corporate sponsorship for 
both Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni, which 
has sparked the energising of  several 
projects at both schools. Nerissa will 
provide more detail on these amazing 
initiatives shortly.

There has been some movement in 
the Old Girls Committee during this 
year. Lynne Neilson, who has been a 
stalwart of  the school for many years, 
resigned this year as the Alumnae 
Administrator. Lynne has served the 
school passionately in the past as a 
member of  staff, member of  the Board 
of  Governors and Chairlady of  the 

Guild itself. Lynne will always be an 
esteemed DGC Old Girl and we are 
delighted that you could join us today 
and we wish you all of  the very best for 
the future. Lynne is not going too far, 
and will be joining the Old Girls and the 
DGC choir for a concert in Stellenbosch 
in August.

I would also like to extend my personal 
thanks to the following members who 
are retiring full-time from the Guild 
this year:

• Angela Rowe (our Treasurer)
• Jann Nichol 
• Cara Dunlop
• Sally Strachan, and
• Cassandra Holdcraft

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the entire Committee, including 
the outgoing ladies, for their countless 
hours of  continued dedication, time 
and passion in fulfilling the Guild’s 
objectives. All these women have 
wisdom, understanding, strength, 
intuition, care and an abundance of  
love for DGC, the Old Girls and the 
sustainability of  the school, and it 
is a great honour to be part of  this 
committee. I want to specifically 
mention Nerissa Govind for her 
unfaltering dedication to the strategy 
of  the Guild and the many hours of  
time and effort she dedicates to the 
nursery schools – constantly driving for 
advancement and accountability.
 
I would also like to welcome our new 
committee members; Taryn Hompes, 
Trisha Gopal and Sarah McGregor; to 
the Guild. I look forward to working 
with you in the years to come. 

Finally, I hope that everyone has had 
a chance to meet our amazing new 
administrator, Rene Bowyer, in person. 

Rene will be the link to the committee 
for many of  you, so hopefully she will 
become a familiar one! We are more 
than delighted that you have joined our 
team – your energy, efficiency  
and contribution are already 
noticeable. 

Please enjoy this short video of   
the school and enjoy the rest of   
your morning.

Thank you.

Committee
Members
Outgoing Committee 
Members

New Committee 
Members

Lynne Neilsen
Angela Rowe
Jann Nichol
Cara Dunlop
Sally Strachan
Cassandra Holdcraft

Taryn Hompes
Trisha Gopal
Sarah McGregor
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Reunion

Archive Committee Pizza 
Party – A Pizza party 
was held at break time to 
thank our 2016 Archive 
Committee for all their hard 
work through the year. 

Baroque to Rock – Old girls were treated to a 
performance by the DGC Senior Choir at  

Mount Vernon Wine Farm.
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Reunion
Day
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Martric Lunch

Matric Lunch – Our OG’s treated the 
newest members of  the Guild to a 
wonderful afternoon. It included a 3 
course meal with a guest speaker and 
macaroon journals for presents

Nursery Schools

Nursery School Visits – Many visits 
were made during 2016 to our 2 Nursery 
Schools, namely Ekujabuleni and 
Enkuliso.
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Oyster Box

Oyster Box Drinks – A great time was 
had at our annual Oyster Box drinks 

this year. A day which should  
not be missed!

Cocktail Party
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Journey
Brand Theme
Durban Girls’ College is a 
journey, in multiple senses 
of the word. It is a journey 
through academic, cultural 
and sporting endeavours.  
A journey of the world at 
large. A journey of the self. 

Class of 2016


	1-JUNIOR-PRIMARY



